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The Conner— Its Position. 

It is proper that we should iu this, the 
Rrst uumber of our paper since its suspen- 
sion four years ago, indulge oui*8el\es in a 
few words of explanation of the course 
which the paper will nowand hcrcaacr pur- 
uc. 

It is the leading design and ambition of 
the publisher and editors to make the 
CouuiKU a firot-class ncwspai>cr, aud in 
'-lis respect they are resolved that It shall 
•0 no superior. Our arrangements for 
'raphic dispatches will enable us to fur- 
thc fullest reports of the news from 
^ quarter, while our special correspond- 
will be in the field upon all important , 
fious. Our local and commercial de- 
ncuts will be in the hands *of gentlc- 
^ fully competcut, aud will be conducted 
j* industry and care. 

In politics, the Coueieu will be, as has 
,cn already stated in its prospectus, indc- 
"udeut. It will discuss measures of gov- 
mmont and policy as they arise, with ref- 
rcnce to their effect upon the country, and 
■*ot as they may' affect this or that politi- 
1 party. Though believing that the true 
••Tteresta of the public are best subserved 
y the existence of two political orgauizn- 
ons in the country, aud our views at pres 
nt being more in consonance with the pro- 
fessions of the Democratic party than with 
those of the party to which it is opposed, 
we feel it our duty to give our support to 
hat organization. At the siuno time we do 
ot projiose to make any factious opposition 
yo the policy of President Johnson. To 
hU policy in regard to the treatment of the 
Southern States as first announced, marked 
as it certainly was by an unexpected mag 
nanlmity and statesmanship, we were dis- 
posed to give an unquestioning support; 
and we still hope that our first impressions 
of his intentions may be fully sustained. 
Most certainly in everything he docs hav- 
ing a tendency to build up the South, to 
rdfetorc her trade and commerce, revive her 
manufacturing and agricultural interests, 
and create confidence and good feeling be- 
tween the different sections, ho will have 
our earnest and active co-opcration. 

It is unnecessary for us to say, that, hav- 
ing been ideulified with the unfortunate 
people of the South in their recent stnig 
gle, having witm-ssed their sacrifices and 
llicir heroism — participated in their hopes 
and their fears, their alternations of exulta- 
tion and depression, and being perfectly 
cognizant of the condition, in every respect, 
which the war has left them, we feel au 
most and painful interest iu all that re- 
's to their affairs aud the treatment they 
wccivo at the hands of the Govern- 
ent. 

We desire* to sec the States restored, at 
the earliest possible moment, to their ap- 
jropriatc and natural position, as States in 
the Union, aud left to the free and unre- 
-tr®icd exercise of the privileges and pre- 
^tives belonging to them ; and this pol- 
we shall advocate with zeal aud eai*nest- 
If our republican system of govern 
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Southern Submission. 

The radical presses, in their ferocious and 
iiDgcncrous desire to humiliate, still far- 
ther, the people who have been so ef- 
fectually subdued, have adopted the idea, 
imd arc arguin^j the imint, that the South- 
ern iwople should make loud aud continu- 
ous acknowledgments of the fact that tlicy 
have been soundly and summarily thrashed, 
and that they now have no riglits, and arc 
entitled to no privileges, not accorded as a 
gift and a mercy at the hands of their con- 
querors. One of their leading journals, in 
a late issue, makes the statement that the 
President is losing faifh in the sincerity of 
the South." And that “men who one 
vear ago held the kuife to the throat of the 
Uniou, arc too bold and insolent to snit 
the President.” V>'o submit that men who 
were bold cuough to ‘‘ hold the knife to the 
throat of the Union,” are not made of the 
material nor arc they imbued with the spirit 
which \yould lead them to 



were invited.” The policy announced by X||E PRESIDE.VTS’ MESS.IGE. 

the President had led the people of the | 

Southern States to believe that it they , j<illou>-Cilians of the Senate arid House of 
adopted the measures dictated and sug- Itepresentaiivet : 

gested by the Government, they would be | To citpress gratitude to God, in the name 

of the People, for the preservatiou of the 



fully and fairly reinstated in the Union, 
upon fuU equality with the other States, 
and (hat the adoption of tllfe policy would 
be accepted as a full atono'ment for tlioir 
action during the last four years. These 
States have substantially and promptly 
adopted all the measures indicated, in the 
belief that the Government would deal 
with them iu good faith and restore them 
to their civil aud political rights. 



who would Iiave followed in the 
train of the army would have been 
dependents on the General Govern- 
ment, or men who expected profit from 
the miseries of their erring fellow-citizens. 
The powers of patronage aud rule which 
would have been exercised, under the Presi- 
dent, over a vast and populous, and natur- 
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The cup of humiliation they liavc been 

compelled to drink to the very dregs, and 

' a ft I upon any one ol his predecessors. 

XI ■ ■ ■ 



• Bend the preznant hinxes of the knee, 
irltlD 



.it is lo be retained, it can only be done 
the recognition of the equality of the 
-ates composing the Union, aud by strict 
hercnce to the Constitution and the laws, 
fhen we go beyond the Constitution in 
■reh of powers to fit special cases not pro- 
Jed for, and disregard the plain require- 
1 of existing laws, we are at the same 
loing great iujuslico somewhere, aud 
ig a precedent whose cflect cau ouly 
,/nicious. 

■ spectacle of a confederation of States, 
ited by people having a common lan- 
and identical Interests, one portion 
ich were free and independent, exer- 
all the rights and privileges rightfully 
'ing to States, while the other portion 
eld as conquered provinces, denied 
ty, and not allowed to legislate for 
elves, or discharge any of the func- 
f government, such a spectacle would 
> the laugUing" stock aaJ the scoil ot 
dli-cd nations, and would he a palpa- 
nd ridiculous burlesque upon ropubli- 
overnment. 

inst such a state of things the CofBlEU 
ver raise its voice aud use its iullncnce. 
is no substantial reason why the 
of the South, lately In rebellion, 
^ again be received into full fel- 
m the family of States. They have 
ded their armies, laid dotvn their 
.aken the oath of amnesty, and now 
ar to have but one single object in 
, and that the rci>air of the wasto and 
tation of the war, which has impover- 
tho country and left its people well 
h destitute. They are plotting no trea- 
, they are contempiating no further re- 
ion against the Federal authority. They 
eely raised their voice in remonstrance 
; the rigorous aud extra Constitu- 
measurcs which the government 
ought proper to adopt towards them, and 
ey only ask to be recognized as States aud 
be reinvested with those rights which are 
solulely essential to all political conimuu- 
s aud without which Aey cau make but 
Ic progress as a people or add any thing 
be sum of general prosperity. 

The CovRiEB will always be found the 
willing and ready advocate of every measure 
alculatcd to develop the resources and 
well the prosperity of the State of Kcn- 
^teky and increase the happiness of its peo- 
lo. Every interest tending to these ends 
•ill have full attention, aud all cutcriirises 
iug to the general good will receive Its 
est support. 

With these few words of iulroduction we 
ve our paper to speak for itself, pledging 
elves that nothing that diligent indus- 
nd an honest purpose can do to make 
th useful and desirable shall be omit- 



TlVat tUrlft may follow tawnlDK.' 

They have measured swords with the Union ; 
they have periled their lives in front of its 
.armies; they have dared deatli in every 
foi-m to vindicate what they believed to be 
tlieir rights ; and they staked all upon the 
issue and went down in tlic struggle. They 
lUd not count the odds against them wlien 
they raised the banner of rebellion. They 
did not consider their own weakness or 
want of preparation for so mighty a strug- 
gle as they must have known would necci- 
sarily ensue ; but with the unpremeditated 
gallantry and boldness of men who dare to 
defend what they helicvo to be their 
rights when thgy find them either iu jeop- 
ardy or assailed, they planted themselves, 
without hesitation, iu Uic path of what they 
deemed oppression, and referred the quar- 
rel to tlic bloody arbitrament of the sword. 

That they been defeated, constitutes no 
reason with men moved by such a spirit 
why they should Sponicl-like fawn upon 
and lick the hand that smote them ; and it 
is both unreasonable and ungenerous to 
complain that tlicy do not feel unmaned, 
and do not kneel abjectly at the feet of 
their conquerors 
History leaches us tliat in ail ages of the 
world conquerers have admired tlie unbro- 
ken spirit of a sturdy captive, and have felt, 
as they could not help hut feel, contempt 
for the cringing slave who possessed neither 
the constancy nor courage to sustain him 
iu adversity or raisfortuue. Even savages 
and barbarians have never concealed or re- 
pressed their .admiration for such prisoners 
as the fortunes of war had thrown into their 
hands, who still held a Imld and defiant 
spirit, and challenged tliem to break their 
proud and heroic hearts. 

But it was reserved for the Radical i>arty 
of the United States to require of their 
govemmeut, alter it had made such an cx- 
hibilion of strength and power as the world 
has never seen, ami wliich enables it, with- 
out fear of misconstruction, to deal with 
magnanimity with an heroic but fallen foe, 
that it should require abject and cowardly 
submission iu thought, word and deed, of 
those who, after a gallant struggle, made 
an honorable surrender, and who now only 
ask to he permitted to live in peace, under 
a goveniraeut which has proved itself too 
strong for (heir resistance, imd to give it 
their support in good faith. 

Wo do not believe tliat President .Tolm- 
son expects the men of tlie South to profess 
an extravagant love for the Union wliich 
has beaten and ernsbed them. Wo do not 
believe tliat be looks for extra professions 
of loyalty from them, or that he would be 
incUned to trust aud confide in the profes- 
sions of men, who, having just dropped tlie 
sword should claim to have been always 
true to Oio Union. lie is too sagacious a 
statesman to bo thus deceived. • He has 
shown that bo understands the seutimeato 
and feelings of the Southern people, and . . 
heJs-hio aokrlcs*. 'Ut3Qs..lf to desire or ex- 
pect any extra professions of loyalty IVom 
those wlio but so recently made the wliolo 
world resound with the din aud rattle of 
tlicir warlike cITorts. 

AH that Pi csident .Johnson desires, if we 
understand his i>olicy, is tliat the people of 
the Southern States shall yield obedience to 
the Constitution and the laws, and guaran- 
tee such protection for the freedman in his 
new condition as his changed relation with 
his former master seems in his judgment to 
requite. And wliile we believe that the in- 
terests of the negro are better understood 
by those who have always been in contact 
with him, provided for his wants, aud di- 
rected his efforts, than they cau possibly be 
by any Freedmen’s Bureau, yet we are at 
present inclined to believe that President 
■Jolinson’s honest puriKise is to conciliate 
the i>coplc of all sections, and restore the 
whole country lo a condition which will en- 
able it lo fulfill Ibc high mission wbicii 
nature and nature’s God have so clearly 
marked out for it. 

The radicals in Congress and out of it 
may succeed in impressing upon the coun- 
try the idea that the people of the South 
are not in a frame of mind wliich would au- 
thorize the Federal Government to confide 
power to their hands or to withdraw the 
restraints of military authority. If so, it 
will be unfortunate. The South can never 
recover from the waste and ravages of the 
war until its political rights are fully re- 
stored. Neither immigration or capital 
will flow to a country whose political 
statu?, is uuceriain and indefinite, nor will 
the energies of the resident population have 
fair play. 

There is no man who is not altogether 



now the equivalent and the reward of tlicir 
obedience is to he rudely refused. The 
Congress denies their riglit to representa- 
tion in the national legislature, and the 
President declines to restore them the privi- 
lege of the writ of habeas corpus. Who 
shall say that in view of the events of tlic 
past six months, in view of the promises 
that have been made to them, and their 
prompt conformity with the wishes of the 
Government in their votes and in their 
legislation, who can say that they have not 
been cruelly deceived and that they have 
not just grounds of complaint? 

They have adopted tho Constitntioual 
amendment abolisliing slaveiy, thns divest- 
ing themselves of four thousand millions of 
dollars worth of property, and reducing 
thoaswnds of their people to penury. Tlicy 
have repealed tlicir acts of secession, 
aud they have admitted the negroes to their 
courts and invested tlicm with tho legal 
right to testify. They have repudiated their 
State debts and liavo taken the oaths of al- 
legiance and amucsty, and done every act 
required by tlie Government to purge tliem 
of their treason. ^Vnd now, after doing all 
these things, and fulfilling all these require 
incuts; after luiviug fairly and honestly, aud 
in good faith, executed their part of tho 
contract. Congress coolly turns Its back 
upon them and says, “Dciiart, you workers 
of inl(|utty, wo know you not!” 

Of course tho Southern States will be 
compelled to submit. Tliosc wlio arc thus 
treating tliem know they have no power to 
resent the outrage thus offered, and ttiat 
they have no intention of making the at- 
tempt. It is well understood that they sur- 
renderod in good fiilth, and tliat they will 
1)0 true to tlie jiromiscs and pledges tlicy 
have in.adc. It is therefore entirely safe to 
exult aud triiiinph over tliem, and to repu- 
diate the implied contract under which they 
reorganized their State governraentsand ac- 
cepted tlio tocasuros dictated by the Gov- 
cnimcut. 

But tho South can afford to wait. The 
reign of radicalism mnst come to an end, 
and a retumiug sense of public justice will 
at last concede to tbe South every riglil slie 
claims, and consign to everlasting infamy 
the men who now trample upon a gallant 
prostrate people. 

The Past and the Future. 

So far as our pecuniary interests were 
coneemed, flio late war proved anj-thlng 
hut a profitable investmeut. It found us 
engaged in a prosperous, lucrative, and 
growing business, and in at least a very 
comfortable condition so far as bodily com- 
fort and this world’s goods wore a consid- 
eration. After an absence of four years we 
returned to find our property all gone, and 
to realize the necessity of taking a fresh 
start in life. We risked all, and like very 
many others, many of whom counted their 
hundreds aud thousands of doilurs where 
we could cents, wo lost all. But we arc 
ncitlier disheartened, dispirited, nor cast 
down. The cordial and hearty greetings 
extended to us by both personal friends 
and former political foes ; the earnest and 
repeaUaiiv wf, mb tt ap- 

peared, almost the entire community that 
we should resume our old business; tlic 
liberal and numerous offers of pecuniar}- 
assistance, made us feel as if we were am ply 
compensated for all that we had endured 
and suffered, and touclied a chord in our 
hearts that will uot cease to vibrato while 
life lasts. 

Our experience during tho past four years 
has been varied, aud, we trust, will prove 
profitable in llio- future. We resume our 
duties witli a stout heart and a firm baud, 
with health greatly improved if not entire- 
ly restored, and an earnest detei-mlnation 
to perform all tho duties becoming a good, 
loyal and law-abiding citizen, and to do 
cverytliing in our power to advance the 
prosperity and happiness of the country at 
large. 

Wc do not feci it any humiliation to ac- 
knowledge that we are indebted to friends 
for the use of means to enable us to resume 
business. Thanks to them, wc arc on our 
feet again, aud if the hosts of good friends 
we have in every portion of Kentucky and 
the South, all of whom wish us well, will 
only exert themselves towards increasing 
the circulation of tho CocniEii, but few 
moons will wax and wane before we arc able 
to exclaim that “Richard’s himself again !” 



United States, is my first duty in addressing , . . . . , - - 

you. Our thoughts next revert to the death , “t"? wealthy region, are greater than, unless 
of tho late President by an act of parricidal , under extreme necessity, I should be will- 
treason. Tho grief of the nation is still . mg to trust to any mau ; they are such as, 
fresh; it finds some solace in the consider*- Mo'’ hOAcIf, I could never, unless on occa- 
tion that he lived to enjoy the highest proof | sjohs of great emergency, consent to exer- 
of Us confidence by entering on tho renewed i The wilful use of such powers, if con- 

term of the Chief Magistracy, to which he tluued through a period of years, would 
had been elected ; .that he brought tho civil ' Have endaugered the purity of the general 
war subsluutiully to a close; that bis loss 1 ®Hminislration aud the liberties of the States 
was deplored in aU parts of the Union ; and . M-liich remaiued loyal, 
that foreign nations have rendered justice Besides, the policy of military rule over a 
to his memory. His removal cast upon me | conquered teriilory would have implied that 
■ ■ ■ ' ■ the States whose inhabitants may have ta- 

ken ]iart in the rebolliou bad, by tho act of 



ment, the freedmen, if they show patience manned by 51,tXX) men. The number of just confidence in the fairness which marks 

and manly virtues, will sooner obtain a Present ip commission is 117, with our intercourse The unbroken ha^Sionv 

participation in the elective franchise 830 guns and 12,12» men. By this prompt ^\Ve"n tue 

through the States than through the Gen- reduction of the naval forces tho expens^ ^ Sa is reeeirfng^^^^ 

eral Govenmient, even if it had power to in- Govermneut will bo laix<-*ly diiniu- an enterDriso dc«;i£mod to 

terveue. When the tumult of emotions ished, and a number of vessel^ p’urchased iSra acras the 

that have been raised by tbe suddenness of for naval purposes from the mercliant ma- ."P™-“ro8S the coutmeut of .Vsia, through 



the social change shall have subsided, it may 
prove that they will receive the kindliest 
usage from some of those on whom tlicy 
have heretofore most closely depended. 

But while I have no doubt tliat now, af- 
ter the close of the war, it is not conipc- 
!h powers, if con- | lent for the General Government to extend 
01 years, would the elective franchise in the several States, 
< . 1 ,.. 1 equally cleai- that good faith acquires 



line, liavc been returned 
ful inirsuits of commerce. 



to tlie pcacc- 
Siucc the sup- 



... jO, through 

his dominions, and so to connect ns with 
all Eurojx; by a new channel of Intercourse. 
Our cominerco with Soutli America is about 
HIM our loreign to receive encouragement by a direct line 
been re-established, aud of mail steamships to the rising Empire of 
Brazil. The distinguished party of meu of 
science who have recently left our country 
to make a scientific exploration of tlie na- 
tural histoi-y aud rivers and mountain 



sqiiadrous have 
consist of vessels much more eflleieut 
than those employed on previous service 
previous to the rebellion. The suggestion 
for the enlargement of the nary-yards, and 



my trust 



To fulfil 



„ - .- = squires rapMially for the esUbhshment of one in I ranges of that region, have received Itom 

the secunty ol the freedom iu their liberty Iresh water for iron clad vessels, is deseiv- tlie Emperor that'gcnerous welcome which 

and their property, their right to labor, and Hig of consideration, as is also ttic recom- was to liave been e.xnected from his eon 

tbcir right to claim the just return of their meiidation for a dillferent location and gtant friendship for the United States and 

the Naval Acad- his well-known zeal m m-OTnnIin.. .Im ...I 



need the support aud confidence 
of all who are associated with mo in the va- 
rious departments of Goverament, and 
the support and confidence of the people. 
There is but one way in which I cau hope 
to gain their uccessop' aid ; it is, to state 
witn frankness the principles which guide 



my conduct, and their application to the i 

' of affairs, well aware that the j The Stales attempting to secede placed 



present state 
eflicicnoy of my 



tliose inhabitauts, ceased to exist. But the 
true theory is, tliat all pretended acts of 
secession were, from tho beginning, null 
and void. The States cannot commit trea- 
son, nor screen the Individual citizens who 
may have committed treason, any more 
than they can make valid treaties or engage 
in lawful commerce with any foreign power. 



labors will, in a great 



The Virginians. 

Hon. Henry Clay Dean, of Iowa, in a 
speech delivered at Haekcnsack, N. J., a 
few days ago, paid the following tribute to 
tlie Virginians : 

I dare speal: one kind word for the op- 
I pressed in the very teeth of the oppressor. 
I Since Adam took possession of Eden, no 
j part of his heritage has given to man such 
an hundred years of liisfory as that of Vir- 



° , ginia, beginning with the public life of 

blinded by prejudice and fanaticism, who i George WashinVon, aud euding with the 



George 

surrender of the'armics of General Robert 
E. Lee. The great orator, Patrick Henry, 



the Southern States in or out of 
the Uniou ? 

any of llic radical presses inform us 
't happens, if the Southern Slates arc 
ow States in tlic Union, tliat they arc 
itted to vote upon an amendment to 
’onstitution? If they arc not in the 
>, they not only have no right to vote, 
heir voles are uot necessary to effect the 
re in that iustrument. The constitution 
ros the votes of a certain proportion of 
ales composing the Union to effect an 
dment, hut it was not contemplated 
States uot in the Union should lie 
ed on such a question. Certainly, to 
ipate in ' the formation or change of 
gallic law of a nation, is the exercise 
higlicst sovereign rights, and it is a 
adiclion in terms to say that tho South- 
-ates are not in the Union, and at the 
. time to permit or require them to vote 
an amendment to the Constitution 
Ji the plea that witliout their votes tlic 
ndment cannot be carried by the Con- 
utional number of States. They are 
!cr in the Union or out of it. If tliey 
111 the Union, they have otlicr riglits 
_an tho single one of voting upon au 
-'endinent of tlic Constitution; and if tlicy 
out of it, tlicy have nothing to do witli 
Constitution or anything else pertaining 
the Union. Wc call upon some of the 
sacres of the radical press to crack this 
1. 

• President and His Kecoustrnc- 
tioii Policy. 

he telegraph informs us that tho Prosi- 
t, iu his message, stands firmly up to the 
construction policy he has heretofore an- 
uued, and argues it at Icngtii. This will, 
^course, bring him in collision witli the 
ilfax radicals, and then somebody will 
'c to give «*ay. Wc are very confident 
, it will not be the President, for that is 
„ his style. Fiimuess, when he takes a 
lition, is one of the strong points of his 
iractcr, and he seldom counts the odds 
linst him. He is cautious in coming to 
conclusions, but when they are ouce 
nod he is ready to maintain and defend 
1 against the world, whetlicr they arc 
t or w rong. 

Correspondence Solicited, 
n former years the Cocbier ha<l a more 
-nded and better corps of corresopnd 
I in Kentucky, the West and the South, 
n any paper in the State. Wc wish again 
'ikc this a feature, and tlicrefore solicit 
ypondence from our friends in every 
ion. Let their letters be brief, lively 
(0 the point. 



doe.! not sec Hiat the Southern people have 

accepted the results of the war as unavoida- , , - 

/ 1 • I 1 . whose spirit lighted up the first great Kev- 

hle facts which they have no power to mild, sweet vSice called 

change, and that they have submitted fully ] armies up the valleys aud down from the 
and unconditionally to the authority of the i mountains to defend New York, New Jer- 
sey, and Massachusetts from the invader's 
hoof, was a Virginian ; George Washington, 
who led those armies, was a Virginian; 



Ooveniment. If this is true why sliould 
more be asked? Why trample upon a pros- 
trate people? Why defer tho day when 
their equality in the Union shall be ac- 
knowledged and political rights in common 
with tho other States accorded to them? 

If we are to wait until those people come 
forward witli liumiliating and degrading 
professions of submission, the Union will 
never be restored, and the exasperations 
and animosities between the sections, al- 
ready too bitter, will grow aud increase, un- 
til it may not bo possible to control tbe 
masses on either side, and violence, dis- 
cord, aud an entire disregard of all law ;md 
order, be the inevitable result. 

Let us, then, iu.vtoad of raising irritating 



issues, unite iu a common jiurpose of culli- 



I Thomas Jefferson, w hose great soul encom- 
I passed the world and lifted its light upon a 
I benighted ago to teach it liberty, was a Vir- 
I ginian; James Madison, who environed 
our riglits by a flame of living fire, whicli 
the most illustrious periods in tlio past mid 
present century preserved unharmed, all 
that was sacred in life and precious iu liope 
— the Constitution ol the United States — 
was a 'Virginian; Jolm Marshall, whose lu- 
minous niind, guidcii by immutable justice, 
gave licing to a most profound and compre- 
hensive judiciaiy — tbe bulwark of American 
institutions, the marvel of mankind — was a 
Virginian ; Henry Clay, whose coininanding 
majesty of soul drew after liiin, wliitherso- 
ever he went, one full half of Ihc whole 
moral and iutcllectiial power of America, 
who did obcdicnee to his name, was a Vii- 
tlic Lees — liicluird Henry, Artliur, 



measorc, depend on your aud their undi- 
vided approbation. 

The Union of the United States of Amer- 
ica was intended by its autliors to last os 
loug as the States themselves shall last. 
“Tue Uuion suali. nE uekvetuai.,” are the 
words of the Confederation. “To form a 
MORE perfect Union,” by an ordinance of 
tho people of the United States, is the de- 
clared purpose of the Constitution. Tho 
liaud of Divine Providence was never more 
plainly visible in the affairs of men than iu 
the framing and the adopting of that iustru- 
ment. It &, beyond comparison, the great- 
est event iu American bistoiy; and indeed 
is it not, of all events in modern times, 
tho most pregnant with consequences to 
every people on earth? The members of 
the Convention which prepared it, brought 
to tlicir work tho experience of tlio Con- 
federation, of their several States, and of 
other Republican Coverumenls, old and 
new; but they needed aud they ohtoiucd a 
wisdom superior to cxijerience. And when 
for its validity it required the approval of a 
people that occupied a large part of a cou- 
tiuout and acted separately iu many distinct 
conventions, what is more wonderful than 
that, after earnest contention and long dis- 
cussion, all feelings and all opinions were 
ultimately drawn in one way to its support? 

The Constitution to wiiicU life was tlius 
impoTtod contains within itself ample re- 
sources for its own preservation. It has the 
power to enforce the laws, punish treason, 
and ensure domestic tranquility. Iu 
case of the usurpation of the Gov- 
ernment of a State by one man, or 
an oligiirchy, it becomes a duty of the Uni- 
ted StBfcs to make good tbe guarantee to 
ttial State of a republican form of govern- 
ment, and to mamtalu the humogeucoiis- 
ncss of all. Does the lapse of time- reveal 
defects? A simple mode of amendment is 
provided in the Constitiitiou itself, so that 
its conditions can always be made to con- 
form to the requirements of advancing civ- 
ilization. No room is allowed even for Uic 
thought of a possibility of its coming to an 
end. And these powers of self-preservation 
have always been asserted in their complete 
integrity by every patriotic Cbicf Magis- 
trate — by Jefferson aud Jackson, not less 
than by Washington and Madisou. The 
parting advice ol the Father of his Coun- 
try, while yet President, to the people of 
the United States, was, that the “free Con- 
stitution, which was the work of their 
bauds, might bo sacredly maintalued;” and 
the inaugural words of President Jefferson 
licid up “the preservation of the General 
Government, in its constitutional vigor, as 
the sheet anchor of our jieaee at home and 
safety abroad.” The Coustitution is the 
work of “the People ol the United States,” 
and it should be as indestructible as the 
people. 

It is not strange that the framers of the 
Constitution, which had no model in the 
past, should not have fully comprehended 
the excellence of their own work. Fresh 
from a struggle against arbitrary power, 
many patriots .suffered from liarassing fears 
of an absorption of the State Govemments 
by the General Government, and many irom 
a dread that the States rtonld break away 
Irom their orbits. But tlio vciy greatness 
of our country should allay the apprehen- 
sion of encroachments by tlic General Gov- 
ernment. The subjects that come uiiques- 
tiouably within its jurisdictiou are so nu- 
merous, tlmt it must ever naturally refuse 
to be embarrassed by questions that lie bo- 
youd it. Were it olherwise, the Executive 
would sink beneath the burden ; the chan- i 
Uels o4'-iluti(H. w)>nTcI 1>c cliuVeU^ Ic^lBlaUoll 

would be obstructed by cxccss; so that 
there is a greater temptation to exercise > 
some of the luuctions of tbe General Gov- | 
ernmeiit through tlie States thau to trespass 
ou their rigbtiul siiliere. “The absolutoac- | 
quiescence iu the decisions of the majority” 
was, at tlie beginulng of the century, eu- 
forced by Jetferson “as the vital principle 
of republics,” and tlie events of the last 
four years have cstablislicd, wo will hope 
forever, that there lies uo appeal to force. 

The niainlenance of the Union brings 
with it “the support of the State Govern- 
ments in all their rights;” but it is not one 
of the riglits of any State Government to 
renounce its own place iu the Union, or to 
nullify the laws ot the Uuion. The largest 
liberty is to be maintained lu the discussion 
of tbe acts of tbe Federal Government; 
but there is no appeal from its laws, except 
to the various brauches of the Govemmeut 
itself, or to the people, who grant to tho 
members of the Legislative and of the Ex- 
ecutive Departments no tenure but a lim- 
ited one, aud in that manner always retain 
the powers of redress. 

“ The sovereignty of the States” is Uie 
language of Uie Confederacy, aud not the 
language of the Constitution. The latter 
eontaius the emphatic words : “ The Con- 
stitution, and the laws of the United States 
which sliall lie made in pursuance thereof, 
and all treaties made or which sliall be 
made under the authority of tho United 
States, shall bo the supreme law of tbe 
land ; and the judges in every State shall bo 
liound thereby, anything in the constitution 
or laws of any State to the contrary not- 
withstanding.” 

Certainly the Government the United 
States is a limited goverament; and so is 
every State "overument a limited govem- 
meut. With us, this idea of limitation 
spreads through every fonn of adminis- 
tration. general. State, and municipal, and 
rests on the groat distinguishing principle 
of the recognition of tlio rights of man. 
The ancient rcimblics absorbed the indi- 
vidual in the State, prescribed his religion, 
and controlled his actirfty. The American 
system rests on tho assertion ot the equal 
right of every man to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness; to freedom of con- 
Bceucc, to the culture and exercise of all his 
faculties. As a consequence, tho State 
Goverament is limited, as to the General 
Goverament iu tho interest of Uuion, as 
to the individual citizen iu the interest of 
freedom. 

States, with proper limitations of power, 
are esseutial to the existence of the Cou- 
stitution of the United States. At the 
very commencement, when we assumed a 



themselves in a condition where their vi 
tality was impaired, but not extinguished — 
their functious suspended, hut uot de- 
stroyed. 

But if any State neglects or refuses toper- 
form its olnces, there is the more need that 
the General Govermneut should maintaiu 
all its authority, aud, os soon as practicable, 
resume the exercise of all its functions. Ou 
tills principle 1 have acted, and have gradu- 
ally and quietly, and by almost impercepti- 
ble steps, sought to restore the rightful en- 
ergy of the Gcuenil Govcramcul and of the 
States. To that end, Provisiunat Uoveniuis 
liave been appointed fat the States, Conven- 
tions called, Goveraors elected. Legislatures 
assembled, and Senators and Representa- 
tives chosen to tho Oougross of tho United 
States. At the same lime, the Courts of tho 
United Shites, as far as could be done, have 
been reopened, so thatihe laws of the Uni- 
ted States may be enforced through their 
agency. The blockade has been removed 
and the custom-houses re-established in 
iiorts of entry, BO that the revenue of the 
United States may be eolleoted. Tlie Post 
Ollicc Deportment renews its ceaseless ac- 
tivity, and the General Goverament is tliere- 
liy enabled to communicate promptly with 
its officers and agents. Tho courts bring 
scenrity to persons and property; the open- 
ing of the ports invit^ the restoration of 
industry and comracrccj the post office re- 
news the facilities of soeial intercourse and 
of liusiness. Aud is it i»t liappy for us all, 
that thd restoration of bach one of thc.^ 
functions of the Generalfeovenimciit brings 
with it a blessing to tho States over which 
they arc extended ? Is h not a sure prom- 
ise of hannoy and renewed attachment to llic 
Union that, after all thai has happened, the 
return of the General Goverament is known 
only as a bcueficcnce ? , " 

1 know very well that this policy is at- 
tended with some risk; Jliat for its success 
it requires at least the acquiescence of the 
States whicli it coiiceras; that it iniiilies an 
invitation to those State^ by renewing their 
allegiance to the United States, to resume 
their functions us States Of the Union. But 
it is a risk that mnst be ryUen ; in the choice 
of difificnltics, it is the smallest risk; and 
to diminish, and, if jmssiile, to remove all 
danger, I have felt it iut^mbent on me to 
assert one otlier jiower of the General Gov- 
ernment — the power of irnrdon. As no 
State can throw a defense over the crime of 
treason, the power of pardon is exclusively 
vested in the Executive Govemmeut of the 
United States. In exercising that power, I 
have taken every prccautiori to connect it 
with tho clearest recognition of the binding 
force of the laws of the United States, and 
au unqualified acknowledgment of the great 
social change of eondltum in regard to 
slaver}- which has grown out of the war. 

Tlic next step which I have taken to 
restore the constitutional relations of the 
States, lias been an invitation to them to 
participate in the liigh o^lcc of amending 
tlic Constitution. Every wtriot must wisfi 
for a general amnesty at tie earliest epoch 
consistent with jiublic mfety. For this 
great end there is need of a concurrence of 
all 0 |iiiiions, aud tlio spirit of mutual con- 
ciliation. All iKirties 111 the late terrible 
conflict must avork together in harmony. 
It is not too much to ask, in the name of 
the whole people, that, on ihc one side, the 
plan of restoration shall proceed iu con- ' 
lormlty with a willingness to c.ast the dis- 
orders of tlie past into oblivion ; and tliat, 
on tlie other, the evidence of sincerity in 
the future maintenance of the Union shall 
be pul beyond any doubt byrtlic ratification 

of tbe jiroposed ameudmuftrYo tlie fionnH ■" 
JuLiou', wlitoii jirorides fob the abolition of 



I ilace among tlic Powers of tlic earth, the 
leclaration of Independence was adopted 
by State s; so also w'cre tlie Articles of Con 



federation ; and when “the People of the 
United States” ordained and established 
the Constitution, it was tlic assent of the 
States, one by one, which gave it vitality. 
In tho event, too, of any amendment to the 
Constitution, the proposition of Congress 
needs Die confirmation of States. Witliout 
States, one great branch of tho legislative 
goverament would be wauling. And, if wc 



slavery forever witliin tho limits of oar 
country. So long as the adoption of this 
amendment is delayed, so long will doubt, 
and jealousy, and uncertainty prevail. Tiffs 
is the measure wliich will efface the sad 
memory of the jiast; tiffs is tbe measure 
wliich will most certainly call ]>opulation, 
anil capital, and security to those parts of 
the Union that need tliem most. Indeed, 
it is nut too much to ask of the States 
which are now resuming their places in the 
family of (he Union to give this pledge of 
perpetual loyalty and peace. Until it is 
done, tbe jiaet, however much we may de- 
sire it, will not be forgotten. Tlie adoption 
of the amendment reunites iis lioyond all 
IMDwcr of disruption. It heals the wound 
that is still imperfectly closed ; it removes 
slavery, the element which has so long per- 
jffexed and divided the country; it makes 
of us once more a united people, renewed 
aud strengthened, hound more than ever to 
mutual affection and supporL 
Tho amendment to the Coustitution be- 
ing adopted, it would remain for the States, 
whose powers have been so loug in abey- 
auce, to rosuiiic tlieir places iu the two 
branches of the National Legislature, aud 
thereby complete the work of restoration. 
Here it is for you, fcHow-citizciis of the 
Senate, aud for you, fellow-cilizciis of the 
House of Reprusentativis, to judge, each 
of you for yourselves, of the cloetions, re- 
turns, and qualifications of your own mem- 
bers. 

The full assertion of Die powers of the 
General Government requires the holding 
of Circuit Courts of the United States 
within the districts where their authority 
has been interrupted. In tbe present pos- 
ture of our public all'airs, strong ohjections 
have been urged to holding those courts in 
any of Die States where the rcbclliou has 
existed; and it was ascertained, by inquiry, 
that the Circuit Court of Die United Slates 
would not be held witliin the District of 
Virginia during tho autuhm or early winter, 
nor until Coiigreas should liave “an oppor- 
tunity to consider and act on the whole sub- 
ject.’’ To your deliberations the restora- 
tion of thi.« branch of the civil authority of 
the United Stales is therefore necessarily re- 
ferroil, with the hope that early provision 
will be made for the resumption of all its 
functions. It is manifest Dial treason, most 
flagrant in character, has Ijeen committed. 
Persons who are cliargcd with its commis- 
sion should have fair aud im|iartial trials in 
the highest civil tribunals of tho country, in 
I order that the Constitution and the laws 
may he fully vindicated; tho truth clearly 
I cstablislicd and atlirmed that treason is a 
' crime, that traitors should be punished and 
! the offence made iiifnmous; and, at the 
I same time, that tbe question may bo jndi- 
I cially settled, finally and forever, tliat no 
• State of its own will has the right to re- 
: nouuce its place in Die Union. 

1 The relations of the General Government 
i towards, the four niillioiis of inhabitants 
I whom Dio was lias colled into freedom, has 
I engaged my most serious coiisideration. 

Outlie propriety of attempliiig to make the 
I freedmen electors by the pruelaination of 
the Executive, I took for my counsel the 



labor. I canuot too strongly urge a dispos- uioro ample grounds for 
bionate treatment of this subject, which i cmy 
should be carefully kept aloof from all par- 
ty strife. Wc must equally avoid liasty as- 



Thc operations of the general adiuinistra 
live Bureaus of the War Dejiartmeiit during 
the past year are detailed, and au estimate 
made of the ap)>ropriations Dial will be re- 
quired for military purposes in the fiscal 
year commencing the 30lh day of June, 
ISUO. The national military force on the 
1st of May, 1SG5, numbered 1,000,510 men. 
It is proposed to reduce the military estab- 



sumptious of any natural impossiliility lor 
the two races to five side by side, iu a state 
of mutual benefit and good will. The ex- 
periment Involves us in no iiicousist- 
cncy ; let us then, go on and make 
that experiment in good faith, aud not 
^ too easily disheartened. The country 
is in need of labor, aud the freedmen are in 
need of employment, culture and protoctiou. 

WTiile their right of voluntary migration 
and expatriatiou is not questioned, 1 would 
not advise their forced removal and coioni- ... 
zutioii. Let us rather encourage them to i lishment to a poaco footing, comprehcnilin , 
liODorablo and useful industry, where it I fifty thousand troops of all anus, organizojd 
may be beneficial to Diemselves' and to the ! so as to admit of an eiffarguniciit liy filling 
country; and, instead of hasty anticipa- I up tlie ranks to eiglity-two thousand six 
tiousofthc certainty of failure, let there ' hundred, if the eircumstanccs of tho conn- 
bo noising wanting to the tair trial of the i try should require an augmeiitaUon of the 
experimeul. The change in their condition , army. Tlic voluntei-r force luis already hoeu 
is Die euhsUtution of labor hv contract for I reduced by the discha^o from service of 
the status of slavery. The freedmen cau- |^'*M 3 Stigbt hundred thoTKand troops, and 
uot I'airiy he accused of unwillingness to rthe Dcisirtment is prococrtingrajiidly iu the 
work, so long as a doubt remains about bis i work of further reduction. The wnresti- 
freedom of choice lu his pursuits, and the mates are reduced from $510,240,131 to<6;i,- 
certainty of liis rdcovering his stipulated I 814,410, which amount, in Die opinion of 
wages. In this the interests of the i iiiploy- the Departmeut, is adequate for a peace 
cr aud the employed coincide. Tlie em- i establishment Tlio measures of rctrench- 
ployer desires in his workmen spirit and j nicnt lu each Bureau and braucli of the scr- 
alacrity, and these can be peiinaneutly se,- 'ice cxliibit a diligent economy worthy of 
cured in no other way. And if the one ; commendation. Reference is also made in 
ought to be uhle to enforce the contract, so j the report to the necessity of providing for 
ou"ht the other. Tlie public interest will a unitorra militia system, aud to (be pro- 
be best promoted, if the several States will i priety of niakiug 'suitable provision foi 



; his weU-kiiowu zeal iu promoting Dio ad- 
1 , a J vancemeiit of knowledge. A hope is entcr- 

lu the report of the Sccreta^ of te ar, a talued that our commerce with the rich aud 
general summary is given ot the military impulous countries that border the Mediter- 
eampaigiis ol 1804 and 18tJo, emimg m the [ nmean sea may be largely increased Noth- 
suppression ol armed rosisUnce to the na- • iug will ho wanting on the part of this 
Donal authority in Die insurgent States. Government to extend the protection of 



provide adequate 
for the freedmen. 



orotcction and remedies 



Until this is in some way 
accomplislicd, there is no cliance for the 
advantageous use of their labor; and the 
blame of ill-success will not rest on them. 

I know that sincere iihilanthropy is 
earnest for tho immediate realization of its 
remotest aims; but time is always an ele- 
ment in reform. It is one of tho greatest 
acts on lO 'ord to have brought four millions 
of people into frcctloni. The career of free 
industry must be fairly oiieiicd lo them; 
and then their future prosi>erity and condi- 
tiou must, after all, rest mainly with tlicm- 
sclvos. If they fail, and so perish away, let 
us lie careful that the failure sliail not he at- 
tributable to any denial of justice. In all 
tliat relates to the desDuy of the freedmen, 
we need noUhe too anxious to read the fu- 
ture; many liieidents which, from a specu- 
lative point of view, might raise alarm, will 
quietly settle themselves. - 

Now that slavery is at au end or uear its ! 
end, the ggreatness of its evil in the 
point of view of public economy,, bo- : 
comes more aud more apparent. Slavery , 
was essentially a monopoly of labor, and us ! 
such locked the States where it prevailed i 
against the incoming of free industry. 

Where labor was the property of tho capi- 
talist, the white man 'vus excluded from 
employmeut, or had but the second best 
chance of finding it; aud the foreign ciiii- 
'rant turned away from the region where 
his condition would be so precarious. 

With the destruction of tbe monopoly, free 
labor will liasten from all parts of the civil- 
ized world to assist iu developing various 
and immeasurable resources winch have 
hitherto Iain dormant. Tlie eight or nine 
States ucarest tbe Gulf of Mexico have a ment of the financial evils Dial necessarily 
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wounded and disabled ofUcers’ and soldiers. 

The revenue system of the country is a 
subject Qf vital interest to its honor and 
prosperity, aud should command tlic earnest 
consideration of Congress. Tho Secretary 
of the Treasury will lay before you a full 
and detailed report of the receipts and dis- 
bursenicnts of ttio last fiscal year, of the 
first quarter of the present fiscal year, of 
tho prolmhle receipts and expenditures for 
Dio otlior tlirco quarters, mid the estimates 
for Die year following Die SOtli of June, 
1806. I might content myself with a relcr- 
cnce to ttuit rd^Hirt, in which you will find 
all the infonnatioii required for your delib- 
erations and doclBioii. But tiie paraiiioiiut 
im|iortance of Die subject so pn’sses itself 
oil my mind, that I canuot Imt lay before 
you my views of the incasurcs which are re- 
quired lor the good character, and, 1 might 
almost say, for the existence of this jieo- 
ple. The life of a republic lies certainly 
in the energy, virtue, and intelligence of 
its citizens; but it is equally true that a good 
revenue system is the life of an organized 
Government. I meet you at a time when Die 
nation has volnntarilv burdened itself with 
a debt unprecedented in our annals. Vast 
as is its amount, it fades away into nothing 
wlien compared with tlie countless bless- 
ings Diat will He conferred upon our coun- 
try and upon man by the preservation of 
the nation’s life. Now, ou the first occa- 
sion of the meeting of Congress since the 
return of peace, it is of the utmost im- 
portance to inaugurate a just policy, which 
shall at once be put in motion, and which 
shall commend itself to those who come 
after us Cor its continuanc. We must aim 
at nothing less than the complelc efface 



soil of exuberant fertility, a climate friendly 
to long life, and can sustain a denser popu- 
lation "than is found as yet in any port of 
our eonntry. ■ 'Aud the future influx of pop- 
ulation lo them will be iiiaiuly from tho 
North, or from the most cultivated iiaUons 
in Eurojic. From the sufferings that have 
attended them during our late struggle, let 
ns look away to the future, which is sure lo 
be laden for them with greater prosperity 
thau has ever licfore been known. The re- 
moval of Die monopoly of slave labor is a 
pledge that those region will he peopled by 
a numerous and enterprising population, 
which will vie with any lu the Union in 
compactness, inventive genius, wealth, and 
iudustry. 

Our Government springs from and was , , , «(, 

mad e for the penplfc-*“‘i lV>r t lia I a-greatuwtiOTwff resource. - -Of -the 

Cot-eriirticQU To tliem it owes allegiance; -a 

from them it must derive its courage, 
strength, and wisdom. But, while the Gov- 



followed a state <Jf civil war. We must en 
dcavor to apply the earliest remedy to Die 
deranged slate of tho currency, find uot 
shrink from devising a policy which, with- 
out being oppressive to the people, shall 
iinlncdiutely begin to elfeet a reduction of 
j the debt, and, if iiersisted in, discharge it 
, fully within a definitely fixed number of 
years. 

1 It is our first duty to prepare in earnest 
J for our recovery Irom the ever-increasing 
evils of an irrcdecmahle currency, without 
’ a sudden revnlsioii, and yet without un- 
timely procrastination. For that end, wc 
] must each in our respective iiositions pre- 
: pare the way. I hold it the duty of the 
! E.xecutivc to'insist upon ftugallty iii tho ex- 
jicnditurcs; and a sparing economy is itself 
a.gec«tn«»iWTiiff rear m rcg:--Of-ttic i-aoVs fd 
which miDiority has been given to Issue 
notes secured by bonds of the United Stales, 
we may require the greatest moderation 



vstwujASUf wu\4 TV MV4WAU. «4 ^ •tuttkz xvajuiiv VUV ^lv«al/v9v lilL/UCI Ul>lU4il 

eniment is thus bound to defer to the people, i and prudence, and the law must be rigidly 
ftom whom it derives its c-xistence, it should, I enforced when its limits are o.xeeedea. 
from the very considcratiou ol its origin, be , te'e may each one of us counsel our active 
strong in its power of resistance to tbo cs- and euterpri.-iug countrymen to be con- 
tabllsbmcnt of Inequalities. Monopolies, staiitiy ou their guard, to liquidate debts 
perpetuities, and class legislation, arc cou- ' contracted in a pajicr currouey, and by 
traiT to the geulus of free goveruuieiit, and , conducting business as nearly its possible 
giif not to be allowed. Ill ' ’ ' ' 



oughfnot to be allowed, llere there is uo i on a system of cash payments on short cred 
room for favored classes or monopolies, the i its, to hold themselves prepared to rctuni 
principle of our Goverament is that of equal to tho standard of gold aud silver. To aid 
laws aud freedom of industry, te’herever , our I'ellow-eitizcns in the prudent 

monopoly attains a foothold, it is sureto be ‘ = - 

a source of danger, discord, and trouble. 

We shall but fulfil our duUes as legislators 
by according “equal and exact justice to all 
men,” special privileges to none. TlieGov 
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criimcnt 'is subordinate to the people; but, 
as the agent and representativo of the peo- 
ple, it must be held superior to monopolies, 
which, in Dicuiselves, ouglit never to be 
granted, and which, where they exist, must 
be subordiuato and yield to the Goveru- 
ment. 

The Constitution confers on Congress the 
right to regulate commerce among the sev- 
eral States. It is of tho first necessity, for 
tho iiiaiutcnance of the Uuion, Dial that 
commerce should be irec and uuobstraeted. 

No State can bo justified iu any device to 
tax the transit of travel aud coinnieroe 
between States. Tlio position of many 
States is sucli Diat, it they were allowed to 
take advantage ol it for jiurposcs of local 
rc'enue, the commerco between States i {puigpnt observer* among political econo- 
might be injuriously Imrdcnod, or even vir- hnve not faihal to rpmnrU. tliat. thn 

tually prohibited. It is licst, while the 
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ment of their monetary aflairs, the duty de- 
volves on us to diminish by law the amount 
of paper money now in circulation. Five 
years ago Die bank-note eirculallou of the 
country amuuutcd to not much more thau 
two huudred millions; now the oireulation, 
bunk aud national, exceeds seven liundrcd 
millions. The siiiiplc statement of the liiet 
recommends more strongly Uian aiy words 
of mine could do, the ucccssily of our rc- 
slruiiiing this expansion. The gradual re- 
duction of the currency is the ouly measure 
that can save the business of the country 
from disastrous calamities; and this can he 
almost imperceptibly accomplished by grad- 
ually funding the national circulation in se- 
curities that may be made rcdeciiiablc at the 
pleasure of tho Goverament. 

Our debt is doubly secure — first in the ac- 
tual wealth and still greater undeveloped 
resources of the country ; and next iu the 
character of our institutions. Tlie most in- 



is LigliDbot, Light Horse Harry, and 

vuDng fralcrnity and good feeling; cncour- i jiis illustrious son, Robert E. Lee— were 'Vir 
age harmony, stimulate industry, do all giuiuns; Tiiomas Jonathan Jackson, the 

that we can to rcjiair the waste aud rav- , 

, * ; isphcrc, born on my own native Mononga- 

ages of a desolating war, and place our hela, was a Virginian. The courts, and leg- 
country upon that high road of prosperity i islatnrcs, and_ forums, and pulpits of every 



1?°** I ^®h8tituUon itself, the interpretations of 

that instrument by its authors and their 
contemporaries, aiid recent legislation by 
Congress. When, at the first movement 
towards independence, the Congress of Die 
United States instructed flic several States 
to institute govemments of their own, they 
left cacli State to decide for itself Die coiidi- 



thc charter of our country, its capacity for 
comprehending within its jurisdiction a 
vast continental empire is due to the system 
of States. The best sccuriiy for Die perpet- 
ual c-xistcnce of the States is the “Su- 
preme authority” of the Constitution of 
UiO United States. The perpetuity of the 



Constitution brings with it Die penietuity , tho enjovmciit of the eleetivc Iran 

ot the States; their mutual relation makes -- ■' _ . . 

118 what we arc, aud in our political system 
their councxiou is indissoluble. Tlic whole 
cannot exist without the parts, nor the 
parts without the wliolc. & long as the 
Constitution of the United States endures, 
the States will endure; the dcstructiou of 



mists have not I'aihid to remark, Uiat Dio 
public debt of a country is s-afo in propor- 
tion as its jicople arc free ; that the debt of 
a republic is the safest of all. Our history 
confirms and establishes tbe theory, aud is, 
I firmly believe, destined to give 'it a still 
more signal illustration. The secret of this 
suixrriority springs not merely from the 
fact that in a republic tho national obliga- 
tions are distributed more widely through 
countless numbers iu all classes’of society ; 
it has its root iu tbe cliaructor of oiir laws. 
Here all men contribute to tho piffille wel- 
fare, and bear their fair share of the public 
burdens. During tho war, under the ira- 
pnlscs of iiatriotisni, the men of the great 
body of the people, without regard to their 
own comi>arativo want of wealDi, thronged 
to onr armies and tilled our fleets of war, 
and held themselves ready to offer Dicir 
lives for the public good. Now, in their 
turn, the properly ami income of the coun- 
try should hear their just proportion at the 
burden of taxation, while in our imjiost 
system, through means of wliich increa-ed 
vitality is inciffcutally imparted lo all the 
iiidnstr'ml interests of the nation, the duties 
should be so adjusted as to fall most Iieavily 
on articles of luxury, Icaviugtheiieeessarles 
of life as free from taxation as tho absolute 
wants of the Goverament, econom- 
ically admiuistcred will justify. No 
favored class sliould denianS free- 
dom IVom assessment, aud the taxes 
should be so distributed as not to fall un- 
duly oil tho poor, but rather on the accu- 
mulated wealth of the country. We should 
look at the national debt jnst as is — not as 
a national blessing, but os n heavy burden 
, ^ ^ on the industiy of the country, to be dis- 
quire the title before the expiration of the ; charged witliout iiiineee.ssary delay, 
period at which it would otherwise vest. : It is estimated by tho Secretary of the 

The homestead policy was cstabibhed only Treasury that the exjienditures for the fiscal 
after long and earucst resistance; expert- year ending the SOth of June, 186.5, will ex- 
cnee proves its wisdom. Tho lands in the | eeed the receipls$112,lM,!>47. Itisgratlfy- 
liands of industrious settlers, whoseilahor I iiig, however, to slate that it isalsocstimat- 
creales wealth and contributes to the public l ed that Die revenue for the year euding the 
resources, are worth more to Die United 1 30lh of June, 1867, will exceed the expendi- 
States than if they lind been reserved I turcs in tho snin of $111,682,818. This 
us a solitude for future purcliascrs. | amount, or so mucli ns may be deemed suf- 
Thc lamentable events of the last four ! flciciit for the purjiosc, may he applied to 



country is still young, and while the ten- 
dency to dangerous monopolies of this kind 
is still feeble, to use the power ot Congress 
so as to prevent any sclflbh iiiipcdimeut to 
the free circulation of men and merchan- 
dise. A tax on travel aud merchandise, 
iu their transit, constitutes one of Die 
worst forms of monopoly, aud Die evil is 
increased if coupled with a denial of tho 
choice of route. When the vast extent of 
our country is considered, it is plain ^hat 
every obstacle to the free circulation of 
commerce between the States ought to he 
sternly guarded against by appropriate leg- 
islation, within the limits of the Constitu- 
tion. 

The report of the Secretary of tho Inte- 
rior explains the condition of the public 
lands, the transactions of the Patent Office 
and the Pension Bureau, tho management 
of our Indian affairs, tho progress made In 
the coustrucDon of the Pacific Railroad, and 
furnishes information in reference to nint- 
ters of local interest in t he District of Co- 
lumbia. It also presents evidence of Die 
buccessful operation of Die Homestead Act, 
under the provisions of which 1,16U,5%J 
acres of Die public land? were entered dur- 
ing the last fiscal year — more than one- 
fourtli of the whole uumber of acres sold 
or otherwise disposed of during that pe- 
riod. It is estimated that the receipts de- 
rived from Diis source arc sufficient to cover 
the expenses incident to Die survey and dis- 
imsal of tbo lands entered under Ibis act, 
and that paymcntl in cash to the extent of 
from forty to fifty per cent, will be made 
by settlers, who may thus at any time ac- 



chisc. During the period of the Coufede- 

raev, there continued to exist a very great .... 

diversity in the qualifications of electors in ' years, aud the sacrifices made by Die g.ff- the reduction of the iniblic debt, wiiich, on 
tbe several States; and even witliin a State | iant men of our army and navy, bare ■ the 31st day of October, 18^, was $2,740,- 



a distinction of qualifications prevailed with 
regard to tbe officers who were to be chosen. 
Tbe Constitution of the United States re- 



1 .UUI, luau ui iLj i , lUe ouc 18 thc de.struetion oftbe other; the r„e-iffzcs these diversities when it cnioins 

and power upon which it was making such *“ ‘ontteeuY’ have helm ^Xracd preservation of the ouc L? the preservation the clioice of members of thc House 



unexampled progress before Die outbreak of 
thc war. 



The Exclusion of the Southern Mem- 
hers. 

The action of Die caucus of thc Repub- 
lican members of Congress on Die subject 
of the disposition to be made of the claims 
of tho membere elect from the SouDicra 
States, shows very conclusively that those 
members arc to be douied their scats at 
least for tho present session and proliably 
for thc entire period of Die Congress. That 
the action of the caucus will be confirmed 
by thc House there can scarcely be a doubt. 
Thc friends of a reconstructed Union may, 
tlicrefore, make up their minds at once to 
see all the hopes they have for months so 
fond^ indulged, of the estahUshment of 
civil goverament in tho States lately in 
rehcUion, summarily overthrown, at thc 
very point at which Us final consummation 
was expected. 

A committee of fifteen members, six of 
the Senate and nine of the House, arc to 
have Die subject in charge, with Die privi- 
lege of making their report at such time as 
they may sec proper. Mr. Colfax, who is 
to be tbe Speaker, will be very apt to 
appoint a committee on tbe part of the 
House whose views upon the subject accord 
with his own, and in all probability wc shall 
get a report decisively unfavorable, if, in- 
deed, wc get any report at all. This is not 
precisely “thc entertainment to which we 



on the continent, have been adorned by 
Virginians. Tlieir blood, slicd in noble de- 
fense of liberty, has fattened every valley, 
and Dieii' bones liavc bleached on every 
mountain from Bunker Hill to the City of 
Mexico. 

A Melancuoi.y Affair in Casey Coun- 
ty, Ky. — Both the Parties Killed. — On i 



of Die other. 

I have thus explained my views of the 
mutual relations of the Constitution and 
the States, because they unfold the princi- 
ples on which I have sought to solve the 
momentous questious and overcome the 
appalling diffieuUies that met me at tbe 
very commeucement of my administration. 



vesterdav we received a letter trirfm- the > ®‘®®dfast object to escape and, under this system, 

^ ^ . c*. ^ . , tnwii QU'Jiv f»f tnf»nu‘ntnru» nna&iAna nml nnf»lhi»r liiW nroooedtid to 

wnic 



details of a melancholy affair wdiich took 
place at Liberty, Casey county, Kentuckv, 
last Tuesday; and which terminated fatally 
to boDi parties. Two men named George 
Bowen aud Jell'erson Smith, both residents 
of that county, liavc liad a misunderstand- 
ing about Eoine trivial affair, which grew 
into a quarrel of cousiderablc magnitude. 
After an interoliaogc of high words, Snfftli, 
wlio was on his lioise ready to go liomc, 
dismounted, and Bowman, pulling a pistol, 
fired Die first shot. Die hall entering Smith’s 
right breast. Smith immediately returned 
the fire, and shot Bowman flift through the 
left breast and through thc rigid side, 
raiigiug toward the left; also througli the 
hack of the neck, coming out in trout be- 
low thc cliin. Bowman hit Smith the first 
and only shot he fired, but Smith stood up 
until Bowman fell. Both died before tlicy 
could he removed from the ground. — [Cin- 
cinnati Enquirer. 

General John B. Hood, of this State, 
was recently married to Miss Preston, a 
very lovely and accomplished lady of South 
Carolina, the daughter of General John 8. 
Preston, of Columbia. 

t^?*Tlie liiciimond Enquirer says; “This 
country is fast tending lo the lowest and 
most vulgar stylo of royalty — the monarchy 
of the mob and aristocracy of the dollar.” 



from the sway of momentary passions, and 
to derive a healiug jiolicy from the funda- 
mental and uuchaugliig principles of the 
Constitution. 

I found the States suffering from thc ef- 
fects of a civil war. Rcsistencc to thc Gen- 
crcal Goverament appeared to liavc cx- 



ur.ciivu la imit tv- the Constitution, that during the civil war 
liaiistcd itself. The 'L^nited States liad re- 
covered jiossessioii of tlieir foils and arse- 
nals; and their armies were in the occupa- 
tion of every State which had attempted to 
secede. WhcDier the territory within the 
limits of those States sliould be held as con- 
quered territory, under military authority 
cmenatiiig from thc President as thc head 
of Die araiy, was the first question that pre- 
sented itself for dccisiou. 

Now, military governments, established 
for an indefinite period, would have offered 
no security for the early suppression of dis- 
content; would have divided thc people 
into Die vanquishers and Die vaiiquislicd; 
and would have envenomed hatred, rather 
tlian have restored affection. Onee estab- 
lished, no precise limit to their continuance 
was conceivable. Tliey would have occa- 
sioned an incalculable and exhausting ex- 
pense. Peaceful cmigation to and from 
Dial portion of Die country is one of Die 
best means that can be Dioiiglit of for the 
restoration of haniiony; and that emigra- 
tion would have been prevented; for wliat 
emigrant from abroad, what industrious cit- 
izen at home, would place himself willingly 
under military rule? The chief persons 



of Representatives of the United States, 

“the electors iu eacli State shall have thc 
qualifications requisite for electors of thc quire a large increase of this amountlbr the 
most numerous hraiieh of the State Legis- next fiscal year. Thc means for the pay- 
laturc.” After the formation of the Gonsti- ment of the stipends due, under existing 
tution, it remained, ns before. Die uniform laws, to our disabled soldiers and sailors, 
usage for each State to enlarge the body of and to thc families of such as liave perished 
its electors, according to its own judgment; iu the service of the country, will no doubt 
and, under this system, one State after be cliecrfuliy and promptly granted. A 
another has proceeded to increase the num- grateful iieople will not hesitate to sanction 
her of its electors, until now universal suf- ' any measures having for their object the re- 
frage, or something verv near it, is the gen- | lief of soldiers mutilated and families made 
end rule. So fixed was' tiffs reservation of fatherless in the efforts to preserve our ua- 
power in the habits of thc people, and so 
unquestioned has been the interpretation of 



swelled the records of thc Pension Bureau 854,750. Every reduction will diminish ihc 
to an unprecedented extent On the 30Di total amount of interest to be paid, aud so 
day of June last, the total number of pen- enlarge thc means of still further rediic- 
sioners was 85,086, requiring for their an- Dons, until tho whole sliali be liquidated; 
nual nav, exclusive of expenses^ thc sum of and this, as will bo seen from tbe estimates 
$8,02o,'f4.5. Tbe number of applications that of the Secretary of Die Treasury, may be 
liave been allowed since that date will re- ' accomplished by annual payments even 



within a period not exceeding tlilrty years. 
I have faith that wc simll do all this within 
a reasonable lime; Diat, as wo have amazed 
the world by thc suppression of a civil war 
which was Ihouglitto be beyond thc control 
of any Govcraiiicnt, so we sliall equally 



protection of 
' ®."r over the enterprise of our fellow- 
i citizens. We receive from thc Powers in 
' that region assurances of good will; aud it 
is worthy of note Diat a s])ecial envoy has 
lirought us messi^cs of eoiidolence on thc 
death of our late Cuief Magistrate from the 
Bey of Tunis, wliose rule includes thc old 
domiuions of Cartilage on thc African 
coast. 

Our domestic contest, now happily end- 
ed, has left some truces iu our relations 
with one at least of tho great maritime 
Powers. Thc Ibriual accordance of bellig- 
erent rights to Die insui'gcnt States was un- 
precedeute-d, and lias not been justified by 
the issue. But in the systems of ueulxulity 
pursued 1 ■yTPle Powers wiiich made that 
couetssion there w.as a marked difference. 
The materials of war for Die insurgent 
States were furnished in u great measure 
from thc workshops of Great BriUiln, 
and British sliiiis, manned by Brilisli sub- 
jects, and prepared for receiving British 
armaments, sailed from thc ports of Great 
Britain to make war upon American com- 
merce, uuder the shelter of a commission 
front thc insurgeut States. These ships, 
liaviug once eseajK-d from British ports, ever 
afterwards entered them in every part of 
the world, to refit, aud so to renew their 
depredations. The couseqnences of this 
conduct were most disastrous to the States 
then in rebellion, iucrcasing their desola- 
Doii and misery by the prolongation of our 
civil contest. It had, moreover, the effect, 
to a great exteut, to drive the American 
flag from the sea, and to transfer much of 
our sliipping and our commerce to Die very 
Power whose subjects liad created the ne- 
cessity for such a change. These events 
took place before 1 was called to thc ad- 
miiii-stration of the GovcrniiienL The sin- 
cere desire I'or j/eace by whicli I am animat- 
ed led me to ajiprovc thc proposal, already 
made, to submit the questions which liad 
Dins arisen between the countries to arbi- 
tration. These questions are of such mo- 
ment tliat Diey must have commanded tho 
attention of the great Powers, aud are so in- 
teiwoven with tue peace and interests of 
every one of them as to have insured an 
impartial decision. I regret to inform you 
that Great Britain deciiued thc arbitrameut, 
but, on the oDu-r hand, invited us to the 
fonnation of a joint comm'issiou to settle 
mutual cia'inas betweeu the two countries, 
from which those for tho depredations be- 
fore mentioned shonld be excluded. The 
proposition, iu that very uusatislactory 
lorm, bM been declined. 

Tlic United States did not present tbe 
subject as au impeachment of the good 
I’aith of a Power whicli was professing the 
most friendly dispositions, but as involving 
questious of public law of which the settle- 
ment is esseuDal to the peace of nations; 
and, Dioi^b pecuniary reparaUon to their 
injured citizeus would have followed inci- 
dentally ou a dccisiou against Great Britain, 
such couy^Qsation was uot their primary 
object. They had a higher motive, and it 
was in thc interests of iieace and justice to 
estahlisli important principles of intcrua- 
Donul law. The correspondeuce will be 
placed before you. The ground on which 
tho British Miuistcr rests his. justification 
is, substantially, that the municipal law of 
a nation, and the domestic iuterpretaDons 
of that law, arc the measure of its duty as a 
neutral; and I feel bound to declare my 
opinion, before you and before the world,- 
that that justification cannot be sustained 
before Die tribunal of nations. At tho same 
time I do uot advise to any present attempt 
at redress by aete of Icgislaltou. For the 
future, friendship betweeu tbe two coun- 
tries must rest on tho basis ol mutual 
justice. 

fxDfa the moment of thecetablishmentof 

our free Coustitution, the eii-ltisod uui-nj 
has been convulsed by thc revolutions in tbe 
interests of democracy or of monareby; but 
through all these revolotlons the United 
States have wisely and firmly refused terbe- 
come propagandists of republicanism. It is 
Die only government suited to our condi- 
tion; but wc liave never sought to impose 
it on others; aud we have consistently fol- 
lowed tho advice of Washington to recom- 
mend it only by the careful preservation 
and jirudent use of thc blessing. During 
all the iutorveiiing period the policy of Ihi- 
ropean Rowers and of the United States lias, 
on the whole, been harmonious. Twice, 
indeed, rumors of the invasion ot some 
jiarts of America, in the interests of mon- 
archy, have prevailed; twice my predcces- 
sora have liad occasion to annonnee thc 
views of this nation in respect to snch in- 
terference. On both occasions the remon- 
strance of Die United States was respected, 
from a deep conviction, on thc part of Eu- 
ropean Governments, Diat the system of 
non-iiiterfereiicc and mutual abstinence 
from projiugandism was the true rule for 
the two liemispliercs. Since those times 
we have advanced in wealth and power; 
but we retain thc same purijose to leave the 
uutious of Europe to choose their owu dy- 
nasties and fonu their own systems of gov- 
ernment. This consistent moderation may 
justly demand a corresjiondlng moderation. 
Wo should regard it as a great calamity to 
ourselves, to thc cause of good government, 
and to Dio peace of the world, should any 
European Power challenge thc American 
people, as it were, to the defense of repub- 
licuiiism against foreign interferenee. Wc 
cannot foresee and are nu willing to cousider 
wliat op|)ortunitic3 might present them- 
selves, what combinations might offer to 
protect ourselves against designs inimical 
to our form of government. The Uuited 
States desire to act in tho future as they 
liave ever acted heretofore; they never will 
be driven from that course but by the ag- 
gression of European Powers ; and we rely 
on the wisdom and justice of those Powers 
to respect the system of non-iuterfcrcnce 
wliich has so long been sanctioned by time, 
and which, by its good results, has approv- 
ed itself to both coutinciits. 

The correspondence between thc United 
States aud Fruuce, in reference to questions 
which have bc'eouie subjects of discussion 
between thc two Governments, will, at a 
proper timS, he laid before Congress. 

Wlien, on the organization of our Gov- 
crniiieiit, under the' Constitution, Dia Pres- 
ident of Die Uuited States delivered his in- 
augural address to the two Houses of Con- 
gress, he said to them, and through them 
to the country and to maukiud. Dial “ the 
jirescrvation of the sacred lire ofliberty and 
the destiny of thc republican model of gov- 
ernment arc jusUy cousidcred as deeply, 
perliape os finally staked on tbe experiment 
intrusted lo thc American people.” And 
the House of Representatives answered 
Washington by tho voice of Madison ; “We 
adore the invisible hand which has led Die 
American jioople through so many difficul- 
ties, to cherisu a conscious responsibility 
for the destiuy of republican liberty.” More 
thau seventy-six years have glided away 
since these words wei-e spoken; thc United 
States have passed Dirough severer Dials 
lliau were foreseen ; and now, at this new 
ejioch in our existence as one nation, with 
our Union purified by sorrows, and 
strengthened by conflict, and established 
by Die virtue of tho people, thc greatness 
of tho occasion invites us once more to 
repeat, with solemnity, the pledges of 
our fathers to liold ourselves answerable 
before our fellow meu for the success of the 
rejmblican form of government. Experi- 
cuoe has proved its sufficiency in peace and 
iu war; it has vindicated its authority 
through dangers, aud atHictions, and sud- 
den and terrible emergencies, which would 
luve crushed any system Diat had been teas 
linuly fixoil in the heart of the people. At 
thc ir.augnratioii of Washington the foreign 
relations of the ooimtry were few, and Us 
trade was repressed by hostile regulations ; 
now ail the civilized nations of the globe 
welcome our commerce, and their Govern- 
ments profess toward us amity. Then our 
country felt its way hesitatingly along an 
untried patli, with States so little bound to- 
gether liy rapid means of coiumunicatiou as 
to be hardly known to one another, and 
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show thc siiiieriority of our institutions by i with historic traditions extending over very 



the prompt and faithful discharge of Our i 
national obligations. 

The Department of AgricultuTC, trader its ' 



few years; now intorcourse between the 
States is swift and intimate ; the experi- 
ence of centuries has been crowded into a 



pose — certainly iicveravowed the purpose — 
of disregarding it; and in the acts of Con- 
gress, during 'Diat period, iiotliiiig cau be 
found whicb, during the coutimiance of hos- 
tilities, much less after tbeir close, would 
have sanctioned any departure by Die Exec- 
utive from a policy which has so uniformly 
obtainod. Moreover, a concession of thc 
elective francblsc to the freedmen, by act of 
Die President of the United States, must 
have been e.xtcnded to all colored men, 
wherever found, and so mnst liave estab- 
Uslied a change of siiffi-age in the Northern, 
Middle, and Western States, not less Diau 
in Die SouDiem and Southwestern. Such 
an act would have created a new class of 
voters, and would have been an assumption 
of power by the President whicli nothing in 
Die Constitution or laws of the Uuited States 
would have warranted. 

On the other band, every danger of con- 
flict is avoided when tbe settlcnicnt of Die 
question is referred to tbe several States. 
'I'hcy can, each for itself, decide on Die 
measure, aud whether it is to be adopted at 
once, and absolutely, or lutroduccd gradu- 
ally, and with conditions, lu my judg- 



tional existence. 

Tlie report of the Postmaster General pre- 
sents an encouraging exhibit of thc opera- 
'ost Oflnt 



tioiis of the Post 



forniatlon respecting the details of its man- 
ice Department duriug ag®ni "t rcl'orenco is made to Die annual 
the year. Tlie revenues of the past year 
from the loyal States alone exceed the max- 
imum annual receipts from all thc Stales 
previous to the rebellion, in thc sum of $6- 
038,091 ; and thc annual average increase of 
revenue during thc last four years, compar- 
ed with Die revenues of the four years im- 
mediately preceding the rebellion was $3,- 
593,845. The revenues of the last fiscal 
year amounted to $14,556,158, and the ex- 
penditures to *13,694,728, leaving a surplus 
of receipts over c.xpendilures of $861,430. 

Progress has been made in restoring Die 
postal service in the Southern States. The 
views presented by Die Postmaster General 
against Die policy of granting subsidies to 
ocean mail stcamsliip lines upon ostahlished 
routes, and in favor of continuing thc pres- 
est system, which limits the compcnsatlou 
for ocean service to the postage camiiigs, 
are recouiinciidcd to the carefiu considera- 
tion of Congress. 

It appears, from the report of the Secre- 
tary of Die Navy, that wlillc, at the com- 
mencement of the present year, there were 
in commission 530 vessels of all classes and 
descriptions, armed with 3000 guns and 



juiisdictiou „ 

venieiit boundaries of thc territory i 
which had achieved independence; now, 

report of Die Commissioner. * j fhrougli cossious of lands, tiret colonized by | 

I luivc dwelt tlius fully on our domestic ; Sjiain and France, Die country hM acquired ; 
affairs because of tlicir trausccudcutimiiort- a more complex char^tor, and lias lor its 
Under anv circumstances, our ereat ■ natural limifs Die chain ot lakes, thc t»ulf 



anco. Under any circumstances, onr great 
extent of terriDiry and variety of climate, 
producing aliuosl'cverything that is neces- 
sar}' for Ibc wants, and ereii Die comforts 
of man, make us singularly indeix.ndeut of 
thc varying policy of foreign Pow ers, and 
protect us against every temptation to “cn- 
tangUiigalliunces,” wliile at the present mo- 
ment Die rc-estatilishnient of liaraiouy, and 
Die strength that comes from lairmony, will 
be our best security against “untions wlio 
feel jiow'erfui aud forget right.” For myself, 
it lias been and it will be my eonslant aim 
to promote pcac: and amity with all for- 
eign nations aud Powers ; and I have every 
reason to believe that they all, without 
exception, are animated by the same dis- 
position. Our relations With thc Emiicror 
of China, so recent in their origin, are 
most friendly. Our eommcrce with his do- 
minions is receiving new developments ; 

and it is very pleasing to find that the Gov- i 

ermnent of' that great Empire manifests one enjoys the free use of his faculties^ and 
satisfaction with our policy, and reposes '■''oioo of notiviiv n« a natural neht. 



of Mexico, and on the cast and tho west of 
thc two great oceans. Other nations 
were wasted l)y civil wars for ages 
before they could establish for them- 
selves the necessary degree of unity; the 
latent convicUou that onr form of govera- 
iiicut is the best ever known to the world, 
has cuahlod us to emerge Irom civil war 
w ithin four years, with a complete vindi- 
cation of the constitutional auDiority of 
the General Goverament, and with our 
local liberties and State iustitutioiis unim- 
p.iirod. The throngs of emigrants Diat 
crowd our sliores are witnesses of thc con- 
fidence of all peoples in our iiermanenco. 
Here is the great land of free labor, where 
industry i.s lilcsscd with unexampled re- 
wards, aud the broad of the workingman 
is Bwcelenod by the consdousiiess that the 
cause of Die country “Is his own cause, Ids 
owai safety, his own dignity.” Here every 
one enjoys the free use of his 
thc choice of activity as a natural right. 



Hero, under thc combined influence of a 
fruitful soil, genial climes, and luippy in- 
stitutions, population has iucrcnsed fifteen- 
fold within a century. Here, ilirougli the* 
easy development of boundless resources, 
wealth has increased with two fold greater 
rapidity than numbers, so that we liavo 
become seonre against the finanrial rfeissi- 
tudes of other countries, and, alike in busi- 
ness aud in opinion, are self-centred and 
truly indcpondcut. Hero more and more 
care is given to provide eduoition for every 
one born on our soil. Here reliirion, re- 
leased from pnlitieui conneetlou with the 
civil government, refuses to subserve (be 
craft of statesmen, and becomes, in its in- 
dependence, thc spiritual life of the people. 
Here toleration is extended to every opin- 
ion, in Die quiet certainty that truth needs 
only a fair field to secure thc victory. Here 
the human mind goes forth uiisliaeklcd in 
thc pursuit of science, to coileet stores of 
knowledge aud acquire an ever-increasing 
mastery over Dio forces of nature. Here 
thc national domain is olfered and held in 
millious of separate freeholds, se t hat our 
fellow-citizens, beyond thc occupants of 
any other part of the earth, constitute 
in reality a jicople. Here exists Die demo- 
craDo form of goverament; and that form 
of goverament, by Die confession of Euro- 
pean Btatesme!#“givce a power of which no 
other form is cajiable, because it incorpo- 
rates every man in the State, and arouses 
everything Diat belongs to the soul. " 

Where, iu past history, does a parallel 
exist to thc public happiness wliich is 
withiu thc reach of the people of the United 
States? Where, in any part of the globe, 
can institutions be found so suited to their 
habits cr so eutiUed to their love as their 
own free Constitution? Every one of them, 
then, in whatever part of Die land lie has 
his home, must wisli its perpetuity. Who 
of them will not now acknowledge, in the 
words of Wasliingtoo, that “every step by 
which the people of the United States have 
advanced to tho character of an iiideficud- 
ent nation, seems to have been distinguished 
l)y some token of Providential agency?” 
Wlio will not join with me in Die prayer, 
that tlio invisible liand wliich lias led' us 
through the clouds that gloomed arouud 
our path, will so guide us onward t r a per- 
fect restoration of fratoraal affection, that 
wc of this day may he able to tran.sniit our 
great inheritance, of State Governmcm.s in 
all their rights, of the General Govcrniiii s 8 
lu its whole constitutional yg'uvf*’ 
posterity, and they to tlg«ir,-Dhp5i?s»e?isn(i 
less generations? "• • •* * 

*.nj HNSON. . 

Washington, Dec. 4, 1865. V'* 

••• . •• • 

V : • 

.Jlcctiug of l>is\iii»frjs 5 w*«r"Mnsons, 

The Charleston C^mrier, of Ui.»»»;V,liii’ 
the following account of thi-^m ij V’j'V”'-'** 
Supremo. Council of MasonHis-lifely con- 
vened in Diat city : 

The SupremeCouncil of Sovereign Grand 
Inspectors Geueral of the Thiity-lhird and 
last degree of Masonry, Ancieut and Ac- 
cepted Rite, assembled in Die city of 
Charlcstou duriug the lust .week. 111. Bro. 
Gcu. Albert Pike, of Arkausas, presided as 
Sovereign Grand Commander; 111. Bro, A. 
T. C. Pierson, of Minnesota, as Licnicuant 
Grand Commander, and III. Bro. Ilou. A. 
G. Mackey, of South Carolina, as Secretary 
General, with a cousiderableiiuiuber of dis- 
tinguished Masons from every |iurt of the 
Uuited States. Among them were Iliustri- 
ous Brothers Col. Wm. Rockwell, of Geor- 
gia, ” “ " ■ 

ft. 

South , ^ 

Kentucky, ChiiricsT. McCleuaghun, of ftew 
York, and Lucius R. Paige, of Massachu- 
setts. 

This high body of distinguished Masbiis 
did much work, tlicir meetiugs having been 
suspended during Die war. Among other 
things of interest to the craft we may no- 
tice that they appointed HI. Bro. Col. Tal. 
P. Shaffer, Special Deputy for Europe, and 
elected the following persona Honorary 
membois of their Council : 

His Majesty Charles XV., King of Swe- 
den and Norway, ' . 

His Royal Hijrtmoss Oscar, Crown Prince 
of Sweden audSoi-way. 

His MuJeaty CtiysUan IX., King of Den- 
mark. 

His Royal Highness Constantine Nieola- 
vich. Grand Duko.qC Russia. 

Illustrious Brother Henry Buist was elect- 
ed Treasurer General in place ol AcUi'le Lo 
Prince, deceased. 

The Supreme Council adjourned late Sat- 
urday iiiglit, after being iu session several 
days, to continue tlicir session on the third 
Monday of March next, 1800, at the city of 
JViMhmtrton, D. O. , 

Tuv protauc world, as^Iasons call them, 
are perhaps not aware that this is tho 
Mother Council of all the Supreme Coim- 
cils of the world. It comprises among the 
members some of the most distiuguished 
men of this couuDy and Eurojic. 

General Pike occupies thc position of the 
Supreme Grand Coimuaudcr of thc Coun- 
cil, and from its couvocatUm delivered a 
most erudite and eloquent address, review- 
ing the condition of the Masonic ’ Order 
throughout the United States and •$* Eu- 
rope. 

iV'o make the following extract from tho 
opening of the addresss : 

IllusDious Brethren aud Sovereign Grand 

Commanders : 

At tho close of tho great harvest of that 
pitiless reaper. Death, aud, wliile having 
paused Dirough mere weariness lie rests, wc 
assemble, from States widely distant from 
each other, and not long since mad with all 
the direful jiassions of civil war, to kue«-l 
together once more around tho altar of 
Scottish Masonry, to lament thc dead and 
to labor for the beuefit of society, our 
country and humanity. 

Daring four terrible years onr Temples 
have been for Die most jiart deserted, the 
ashes of the fires upon our altars have been 
cold, and the brethren have met each other 
as enemies, or ceased to cuininuiie with 
each other. Isolated iu most of onr Slati* 
from tbe outer world, we Have had no cor- 
respondence with foreign bodies. No at- 
tempt has been made to cularge Die borders 
of the Ancient Accepted ScoDish Rite, 
Our subordinate bodies ceased to meet. 
The Veil of thc Temple has indeed been 
rent in twain, our working tools were 
broken, and our columns lay overthrown 
and prostrate. 

In war, when hell legislates for humanity 
and all the horrible iuduenees Diat can de- 
base and demoralize men arc busily at work, 
Masonry can do little even to 'soften D o 
horrors and temper the hatreils of a strife 
that she was powerless to avert. In sonic 
quarters, indeed, her laws were sought to 
be trampled uuder foot, imd JIasonic prirf- 
Icges to he denied to those wliom their 
brethren thought it Masonic piety lo braud 
as rebels. They forgot that when States 
were arrayed against States, in an open war 
of gigantic proportions, Masouic charity re- 
quired them to believe that their brethren 
who fought for political independence, how- 
ever much they might he in cn or, were sin- 
cerely aud honestly obeying their convic- 
tions of duty without any of the moral guilt 
of treas<m; and they forgot that, iu holding 
them to have forfeited their rights as Ma- 
sous, they, themselves, were led by tbeir 
passions to violate their Masonic obliga- 
tions. But these were uot ])crniittcd to 
make Masonry, aud least of all, Seottisli 
Masonry, a party to the civil war waged be- 
tween States. Tliey compromitted them- 
selves alone, and thc fire and smoko of thc 
battle scorched not her g.irments. They 
earned Die condemnation and contempt of 
the world ofMosonr}-, but Masonry Iteelfso 
acted os to he entiUed to honor aud admira- 
tion. 

With peticc, tho opportunity for useful la- 
l)or returns to Dio Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite. We sliall soon be prepared to 
extend it throughout our jurisdiction; and 
I trust that before Diree more years eia{i6c 
it will number its inmate's by Ihoiisatids, 
aud its lodges aud higher bodies be found iu 
every State. 

The Southern Sfirit.— Wc like the man- 
liness of Die following article, from the Now 
Era, of Atlanta, Georgia: 

Wc made sacrifices in Die South for thc 
sake of Dio revolutiou, wliich wc honestly 
believed would result in estnbUshiug a 
wiser and more advanced principle of polit- 
ical civilization than that inaugurated and 
maiutaiiied by thc American Lnlon. Per- 
haps we thoiiglit too well of thc progress 
our countrymoii had made in Die art of 
sclf-govcrnmcut. Pcrliajis we erred in think- 
ing that Die glorious era had arrived when 
two naUons, groat and prosperous and hap- 
py, could exist side by side, bound together 
by common ancestral traditions aud emu- 
lating each other iu the sublime offices of 
extending (he sway of American brother- 
hood over thc contiiicul. If so, avo erred 
in illnstrioiis company. Our plans have 
lulled. Witli the jilans, our purposes have 
perished. We retura to Die Union. JVe 
acknowledge the Union. If mtc made sac- 
rifices for a jirovidenllal war, wc arc ready 
to make sacrifices for a jirovideutial peace. 
If we were men then, wc arc men now, tho 
same men, thougli ditfereiit as to aim aud 
end; jicrformingnt the same time what seem- 
ed a duty in sejiarating from the Union, and 
porforaing at tiffs time wha^ equally seems 
a duty in coming back into Dio ' Union. 
Would any sane man desire us to. go fiirtlier? 
Would lUiy magnanimous man wish us to 
criminate ourselves in tiffs course jiursued? 
If wo misconceived thc resultanioelfects of 
eighteen centuries of Christian civilization; 
if'we over-estimated the axiomatic truths 
of thc Declaration of Indepcudenec no less 
than the reserved rights of thc States, as 
those State stoorl related to Die Constitu- 
tion and co-related to one unoDiei'; Dicn, 
certainly, wo have paid dearly enoiigli for 
our false iuterpretatious ol the spirit of the 
age, and dearly cnoiigli too, for our ideal 
devotion to the prci-ogatives of Amoiican 
freemen. 

^$~A man apologized for'not fully obey- 
ing tbo injunction to “vote early and vote 
otten” by saying be voted early, Imt as liis 
name was registered in only two wards, ho 
couldn’t vote as often as he would like. 

Circuses, hitiicrto forbidden In Ver- 
mont, arc hereafter to be admitted there on 
payment of $2,000 for a license. 
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or THE 

Armies of «ie liiiitod States- 
186i-’65. 



HEAIMjriUTERS ARMIES OF THE U. S. { 
\Vru/iinijton^ D. C., July 22, 1SU5. ) 

Sir ; I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the ope rations of tiic armies 
of the U nited States from the date of my ap- 
pointment to command tlic same ; 

^ From an early period in the rebellion I 
had been impressed with the idea that active 
and continuous operations of aii the trooi>s 
that could be brought into the field, regard- 
less of season and weather, were necessary 
to a speedy termination of the war. The 
resources of tlic enemy and bis numerical 
strenrth, were far interior to ours ; but os 
an otlset to this, we had a vast territory with 
a population hostile to the government, to 
garr^on, and long lines ot river and railroad 
communications to protect, to enable us to 
supply the occiating armies. 

The armies in the East and West acted 
independently and without concert, like a 
balky team, no two ever pulling together, 
enabling the enemy to use to great advan- 
tage his interior lines of communication for 
transporting troops from East to W cst, re- 
enforcing the army most vigorously pressed, 
and to furlough large numbers, during sea- 
sons of inactivity on our part, to go to their 
homes and do the work of iiroduciug, for 
the support of tlicir armies. It was a ques- 
tion whether our numerical strength and 
resources were not more than balanced by 
these disadvantages and the eunpiy’s su- 
perior position. 

From the first 1 was firm intho conviction 
that no peace conld be had that would bo 
stable and conducive to tlic hapiiinoss of the 
people, both North and South, until the 
military power of the rebellion was entirely 
broken. 

I therefore determined, first, to use the 
greatest number of troops practicable against 
the armed force of the enemy; preventing 
him from using the same force at dilfereut 
seasons against first one and tlien another 
of our armies, and the possibility of repose 
for refitting and producing necessary sup- 
plies forMarrying on resistance. Second, to 
hammer continuou.sly against the uriucii 
force of the enemy and his resources, until 
by mere attrition, if in no other way, there 
should be nothing loll to him but au equal 
submission with the loyal section of our 
common country to the Constitution and 
laws of the land. 

Tliese views have been kept constantly in 
mind, and orders given and campaigns made 
to carry them out. Whether they might 
iavs; bqeii better in conception and cxecu- 
"tion is;f<»r’,th» jipoplc, who mourn the loss 
of-'trijri«lsV;*tl^y,’aii;i svjip liavc to imy the 
peciiniaK ebsr.toJ-Ji 1 gaiisayis, that 

^ hat 1 have douc'lnia'i«;'iti ij;>ne eouscicn- 
fu*Hie best of mV’T.bility, and in 
•vFhJtd giilKa ivcd Iff lR»ior,tlio best interests 
of tbtf tvhoSi couiifp'. ••• 

.* AUtlie date wfifn sliJs.k'iJi'ovf begins, the 
.Vitiiftiol ofthqpontendiu;» lories was about 
agTjlhaC4:yri1i',^'!'si.ssippi river was strong- 
ly garriF(«’uJll. I’i ffcdTral troops from St. 
llouis, Missouri," pgili- mouth. The hue of 
the Arkansas was also held, thus giving us 
armed possession of all west of the Missis- 
sippi, north of that stream. A few points 
in boulliern I.nuisiaua, not remote from the 
river, were held by us, together with asmall 
garrison at and near the month of the llio 
Grande. All tlic balance of the vast terri- 
tory of Arkansas, Louisiana and Tc.vas, was 
in the almost undisputed jiossession of the 
enemy, with an army of probably not less 
than ’b0,000 elfcetivc men tliat could have 
been brought into the Held had there been 
Bufilcient opposition to have brought them 
out. The let-alone policy had demoralized 
this force so that probably but little more 
than one-half of it was ever present in gar- 
rison at any one time. But the one-half, or 
40,000 men, with tlic bauds of guerrillas 
scattered throiigli Missouri, Arkansas, and 
along the Mississippi river, and the disloyal 
character of much of the population, com- 
pelled the use of a largo number of troops to 
keep navigation open on the river, and to 
protect the loyal people to the west of it. 
To tlie east of the Mississippi we held sub- 
stantially with the line of tlie Tennessee and 
Uolston rivers, running eastward to include 
nearly all of the State of Tennessee. Soutli 
ot Chattanooga a small foothold had been 
obtained in Georgia, sulBcicnt to protect 
East Tennessee from iiicuisions from the 
enemy’s force at Dalton, Georgia. West 
Virginia was substantially within our lines. 
Virginia, with the exception of the northern 
border, the Potomac river, a small area 
about the mouth of James river, covered by 
the troops at Norfolk and Fort Monroe, and 
the territory covered by the army of the Po- 
tomac lying along the Kapidau, was in the 
possession of the enemy. Along the sea- 
coast footholds had been obtained at Ply- 
mouth, Washington and Newbem, in North 
Carolina; beaulort. Folly and Morris Islands, 
Hilton Head, Fort Pulaski, and Port Royal, 
in South Carolina ; Femandina and 8t. Au- 

g^UStiuCy in norfrtfl. Krj" nnn ^rrmt- 

cola were also in our possession, while all 
the important ports were blockaded by the 
na\ 7 . The accompanying map, a copy of 
which was sent to General Sherman and 
other commanders in March, 1S64, shows by 
red lines the territory occupied by us at the 
beginning of the rebellion and at the open- 
ing of the campaign of 1884, while those in 
blue arc the lines which it was proposed to 
occupy. 

Behind the Union lines there were many 
bands of guiWllus and a laige population 
disloyal to the government, making it ne- 
cessary to guard every foot of road or river 
used in supplying our armies. In the South 
a reign of military despotism prevailed, 
which made every man and boy capable of 
bearing arms a soldier, and those who could 
not bear arms in tlie field, acted as provosts 
for collecting deserters and returning them. 
This enabled the enemy to bring almost his 
entire strength into the field. 

The enemy had concentrated the bulk of 
bis forces cast of the Mississippi into two 
armies, commanded by Gcncrars R. E. Lee 
and J. £. Johnston, his ablest and best Gen- 
erals. The army commanded by Lee occu- 
pied the soutli bank of the Rapidau, extend- 
ing from Mine Run westward, strongly 
intrenched, covering and defending Rich- 
mond, the rebel capital, against the army of 
the Potomac. Tiic army under Johnston 
occupied a strongly intienclicd position at 
Dalton, Georgia, covering and defending 
Atlanta, Georgia, a place of great impor- 
tance as a luilroad center, against the armies 
under Major General \V. T. Sheniian. In 
addition to these armies, he bad a large cav- 
ali-y force under Forrest, in northeast Mis- 
sissippi; a considerable force, of all arms, 
in the Sbcnandoali Valley, and in the west- 
ern part of Virginia and extreme eastern 
part of Tennessee; and also confronting our 
sea-coast garrisons, and hoKling blockaded 
ports where we bad no foothold upon land. 

These two armies, and the cities covered 
and defended by them, were the main ob- 
jective points ol the campaign. 

Major General W. T. Sherman, who was 
appointed to the command of the military 
division of the Mississippi, embracing all 
the armies and territory east of the Missis- 
sippi river to the Allcghuuies, and the de- 
partment of Arkansas, west of tlie Missis- 
sippi, had the Immediate command of the 
armies operating against Johnston. 

Major General George G. Meade had the 
Immediate command of the army of the 
Potomac, from where I exercised general 
supervision of the movements of all our 
armies. 

Gen. Sherman was instructed to move 
against Johnston's army, to break it up, 
and go into the interior of the enemy’s 
country as far as he could, inllicting all the 
damage he could upon their war resources. 
If the enemy in his front showed signs of 
joining Lee, to follow him up to the full ex- 
tent of bis ability while I would prevent the 
concentraiion of Lee ui>on him if it was in 
the power of the army of the Potomac to 
do so. More specific written instructions 
were not given,' for tlie reason that I had 
talked over with him the plans of the cam- 
paign, and was satisfied that he understood 
them and would execute them to the fullest 
extent possible. 

Major General N. P. Banks, then on an 
expedition u]) Red river against Shreveport, 
Louisiana, ) which had been organized pre- 
vious to niy appointment to eoniiuand,) was 
notified by me on the 15th of March of the 
importance it was that Shreveport should 
be taken at the eailiest j'ossibie day, and 
that if lie found that the taking of it would 
occujw from ten to flitecn days, more time 
than General Sherman had given his troops 
to be absent from their command, he would 
send them back at the time specified by 
General Slierman, even if it led to the aban- 
donment of the main object of the Red 
river expedition, for tliis force was necessary 
to movements east of the Mississiiipi ; that 
should his c-xjiedition prove successful, he 
would hold Snreveport and the Red river 
with such force as he might deem uecessarv, 
and return the balance of his troops to the 
neighborhood of New Orleans, commencing 
no move for the furtlier acquisition of terrp 
toiy unless it was to make that then held 
by him more cosily licid ; that it might he a 
part of the spring campaign to move against 
Mobile; that it certaiuly would be if troops 
enough could be obtained to make it with- 
out embarrassing other movements; that 
New Orleans would be the point of depart- 
ure for such an expedition; also, that I had 
directed General Steele to make a real move 
from Arkansas, as suggested by him, (Gen- 
eral Banks,) instead of a dciiionslratiou, as 
Steele thought advisable. 

On the hist of March, in addition to the 
foregoing notification and directions, he 
was insti-ucted as follows: 

“ 1st. If sDCCessfal In j-onr' expedition apalnst 
Shreveport, that jou turn over the defence of the 
Ked rtver to General Steele and the navv 

“2d. That you aluamion Texas entirely with the 
exception of your hold upon the Itio firahde. This 
can be held with four Oiousund men. if tlicy will 
turn their attentions immediately to lortItvIuK their 
positions. At least one-half of the force' reqnircfl 
tor this service might he taken from the colored 
troops. 

“Sd. By properly fortlfylnp on the Jfbsiiwlppl 
river, the force to guard It ironi Port Hudson to 
New Orleas can he reduc'd to ten thonsand men. If 
not to a lees number. Six thonsand more wonid 
then hold all the rest of the territory necessary to 
hold until active operations con aaaln be resumed 
west of tile river. According to your last return 
tills would give you a force ol thirty thonsand effec- 
tive men with w h’ * ' e - . . - - 



orferatlon, and select year own line of approach, 
yfv own idea of the matter Is that Pasengonia 
should bewonr base, lint, from your long sei vice in 
the Gulf d'eparUiient, you will know heat about the 
matter, it is intended that your movements shall 
he coKiperative with movements elsewhere, and \ ou 
caiiuot now start to soon. AU I wonid now ad« is, 
that you eoinmciico the conccutration ol your 
forcos at once. Vreaerve a profound secresy of 
what you intend doing, and start at the earliest pos- 
sible moment. _ , 

••r. P. GRANT, UoutcnanUJcnoral. 

“ Major General N. F. Banks.” 

Major General Meade was inslructed that 
Lee's army would be his objective point ; 
that wberever Lee went he would go also. 
For his movement two plans presented 
themselves; Quo to cross tbc Kiipidan be- 
low Lee, moving to his right ftaiik; tlic 
other above, moving to his left. Eacli pre- 
sented aiivantagcs over the otlicr, w illi cor 
responding objcctious. By crossing above, 
Leo woniif lie cut otf from all cbauce of ig- 
noring Richmond or going uortb on a raid, 
but if we took this route all we did would 
have to be done whilst tbc rations we 
started with held out ; besides it 8Ci>aiated 
us from Butler, so that he could not be t'l- 
rcctcd liow to co-operate. If we took the 
other route. Brandy Station could be used 
as a base of BuppUes until another was s ;- 
cured on the York or Janies rivers. <)f 
these, however, it was decided to take iiie 
lower route. 

Tlic following letter of instruction was 
addressed to Jlajor General B. F. Butler ; 

** Fort Monror, Va., April 2, lP6*. 

‘‘OBNKn.vL: I» the spring campaigu. which It U 
df^lrahlo Bhnll commcucp at ju» a day as prar- 
ilcable, it Is proposed to have co-operutive acUon 
of all Uic armies iu the field, us fur at- IhU object cun 
bo aeuoinpUshed. 

•• U will not be pofisible to unite our armies Into 
two or three largo ones to act aa so many ow- 
ing to the absolute necessity oi holding onto tie 
tejritoiy already i:ikcn iroui the enemy. But g« a- 
crally Hi>ealflDg. eontteni ration ean he pracile.ilty 
ellected hy armies moving to the Interior oi the e:;.- 
niy’8 country Irom the lei rltoiy they have U> guar l. 
Ily such movement Uioy Interpose themselves be- 
tween ll»e enemy an'l the country to be guarded, 
thorchy reducing the number necessary to guard 
important poluU, or at least occupy the attonlKn 
of a part of the enemy's force, If no greater o‘ijo«.t 
is gutned. Lee’s army and Klchaiond bolng tlie 
greater objects to\> :ir«N which our attention mo">t 
DO directed in the next campaign, it Is desirable to 
unite all the lorcu we cun agatObt them. The neees- 
8itv of covering Washington with the army of the 
Fo’tomac, and ol covering vour department with 
your army, makes U lmpos^iDle to unite these forces 
at tlie. beglnlng of any move. I propose, theretort\ 
what comes nearest this of anything that seemH 
practicable: The anny of the Fotomac will act 
trom It.H present bu-e. Lee’s army being the objec- 
tive point. You will collect all the torces from 
your eomm.and that cun bo spared from garrison 
dutv, 1 should say uoi les>« than twenty thousand ef- 
fective men--to operate on tlie south side of James 
river, Richmond being your objective point. To 
the lorce you already have wilt be added about ten 
thousand men from tk>uth Carolina, under M^or 
General Glilmore, who will comm.and them In per- 
son. Msvjor .General W. K. Sntlth Is ordered to re- 

S ort to you. to command the troops sent into the 
eld from your own department. 

“ GeniTui Glilmore will be ordered to report to 
you at Fortress .Monroe, with all the troops on 
transports, by the l6ih instant, or as soon thcr« oftt-r 
as practicable. Should you not receive notice by 
that time to move, you w'ill make aueb disposition 
of them and your other forces as you may deem 
best calculated to deceive lb«- enemy as to the real 
move to be made. 

“When you arc notified to move, take City Pidnl 
with as much force as possible. Fortify*, or rather 
entrench, at once, and concentrate all your troops 
for the field there an rapidly as you cun. From City 
Point directions can not oc gm - - - 

your further movements. 

“ The* fact th-Jl has already been stated— tliat Is, 
that Klchmondls to be your objective point, and 
that there la to be co-operation between yourlorct 
and the army of the Potomac— must be your guide. 
*rUis indicates the necessity of your hohnng close to 
the south bank of tho James river as yon advance. 
Then, should the enemy be forced Into his Intrench- 
menis in Richmond, the army oflbc Potomac would 
follow, nnd by means of triiosporU the two anulua 
would become a unit. 

.Ml the minor de tails of ^our advance arc left 



2 given at this time fur 



- -- jlch to move against Mobile. To 

this I expect to add five thousand men n*om Mis- 
souri. It, however, yon think the force here 
stated too small to hold the territory regarded as 
necessary to liold posgc««ion of. I w*onld sav, con- 
centrate at least twenty-five thousand men of your 
command lor operations against Mobile, 
with these and such auditions as I can givevou 
from elsewhere, lose no lime In making a denion- 
Mratton, to be tollowcd by an attack upon Mobile. 

tnoreiron-clads uiil be ordered to report to 
Admiral hnrragut. Thin gives him a strong naval 
nect with which to co-operate. You can maice your 
own arrangements with tbc Admiral for his co- 



cnlirolv to your direction. If, however, yon tldnk 
It praeilcabfe to use your cavalry south ot you so as 
to cut the railroad about the time of tho general 
advance. It wonid be of immense advantage. 

"You will please forward for my Information at 
the earliest pracUble day, all orders, details and In- 
structions you may give for th<- execution of this 
ord<T. L . S. GRANT, Lieut. General. 

“Major-General B. F. Hctlicb. 

Ou the ICtli, these instructions were sub- 
stautially reiterated. On the 19th, in or- 
der to secure full co-operation between 
his array and that of General Meade, 
he was ‘informed that I expected him 
to move from Fort Monroe the same day, 
that General Meade moved from Culpeper. 
The exact time 1 was to tele^rai>h him as 
soon as it was Oxed, and that it would not 
be calier than the 27th of April; that it was 
my intention to fight Lee between Culpeper 
and Richmond if Tic Avould stand. Should 
he, however, fall back into Richmond, I 
would follow up and make a junction with 
his (General Butler’s) army on the James 
river; that, could I be certain he would be 
able to invest Ktchmond on tlie south side 
60 as to have his left resting ou the James, 
above the city, 1 avouUI form the junction 
there; that circumstances might make this 
course advisabUi any how ; that he should 
use every exertion to secure footing as far 
up the south side of the river as he could, 
and as soon as possible alter the receipt of 
orders to move ; that if he conld not carry 
the city, he should at least detain as large a 
force as possible. 

In co-operation with the main movements 
against Lee and Johnston, I was desirous of 
using all other troops necessarily kept In 
departments remote iroui the fields of im- 
mediate operations, and also those kept in 
the background for the protection of our 
extended lines between the loyal States and 
the armies operating a^iiist them. 

A very considerame force under command 
of Major General Sigel Avas so held for the 
protection of West Virginia, and the fron- 
tiers of Maryland and Penn6)ivania. Whilst 
these troops could not be withdrawn to dis- 
tant fields without exposing the North to 
’TjaN’oiirou by coniparattvpty finiHlt tt4)dlc8 of 
the enemy, they could act directly to their 
front and ^ve better protection than if ly- 
ing idle iu garrison. By such movement 
they would either compel the enemy to de- 
tach largely for the protection of his sui>- 
plies and lines of communication, or be 
would lose them. 

General Sigcl was therefore directed to 
or^nize all his aA'allable force into two ex- 
peditions, to move from Beverly and 
Charleston,, under command of Generals 
Ordand Crook, against the East Tennessee 
and Virginia railroad. Subsequently, Gen. 
Ord having been relieved at his own request, 
Gen. Sigcl was instructed, at his own sug- 
gestion, to give up the expedition by Bev- 
erly and to form two columns, one under 
Gen. Crook, on the Kanawha, numbering 
about ten thousand men, and one on the 
Shenandoah, numbering about seven thous- 
and men. The one on tuo Shenandoh to as- 
semble between Cumberland and the Shenan- 
doah, and the Infantry and artillery ad- 
vanced to Cedar creek with such cavalry 
os conld be made available at the moment, 
to threaten the enemy in the Shenandoah 
volley, and advance as far as possible; while 
Gen. Crook would take possession oi Lew- 
Isburg with part of his force, and move 
down the Tennessee railroad, doing os much 
damage as he could, destroying the New 
river bridge and the salt-works at Saltville, 
Virginia, 

Owing to the weather and bad condition 
of the roads, operations were delayed until 
the first of May, when, everything being iu 
readiness and the roads favorable, orders 
were given for a general forward movement 
of all the armies not later than the 4th of 
May. 

My first object being to break the military 
power of the rebellion and capture the ene- 
my’s strongholds, mode me desirous that 
General Butler should succeed in his move- 
ment against Richmond, as that would tend 
more than anything else, unless it were the 
capture of Lee’s army, to accomplish this 
desired result in the east. If ho failed, it 
Avas my determination, by hard flghfing, 
either to compel Lee to retreat or to so crii>- 
plc him, that he could not detach a large force 
to go north and still retain enough for the 
delense of Richmond. It was well under- 
stood, by both (Tcnerals Butler and Meade, 
before starting on the campaign, that It Avas 
iny intention to put both armies south (M' 
the James river, in case of failure to deatr^ 
Lee without it. 

Before giving General Butler his in^^truc- 
lions, I visited him at Fort Monroe, 
and iu conversation pointed out the appa- 
rent importance of getting ]>os8es8ion 
of Petersburg and destroying railroad com- 
munication as far south os possible. 
Believing, hOAvever, in the practicability 
ol capturing Richmond unless it was rc-in- 
forced, I made that the objective point of 
his operations. As the army of the Poto- 
mac was to move simultaneously with him, 
Lee could not detach from bis army with 
safety, and the euemy did not have troops 
elsewhere to bring to‘ Uie defense of the city 
iu time to meet a movement from the 
north of James river. 

I may here state that, commanding all tbc 
armies as I did, I tried as far os {wssihlc to 
leave General Meade in independent com- 
mand of the anny ol the Potomac. My in- 
structions for that army were all through 
him, and Avere general in their nature, leav- 
ing all the details and the exeention to him. 
The campaigns that followed proved him to 
be tbc right man in the right place. His 
commanding always in the presence of an 
officer superior to him in rank, has drawn 
from him much of that public attention that 
his zeal and ability entitle him to, and 
Avliich he would otherwise ha>e received. 

The movement of the army of the Poto- 
mac conimeuced early on the morning of 
the 4th of May, under the immediate direc- 
tion and orders of Major General Meade, 
pursuant to instruclions. Before night the 
whole anuy was across the Rapidan, (tbc 5th 
and 6tb corps crossing at Germania ford, 
and the 2d corps at United States ford, the 
cavalry, under Major General Sheridan, 
moving in advance) with the greater part of 
•its trains, numbering about 4,(KX) wagons, 
meeting with but slight opposition. The 
average distance traveled by the tniojAS that 
day was about tweh'c miles. Tliis I regard- 
ed as a great success, and it removed from 
my mind the most serious apprehensions I 
had entertained, that of crossing the river in 
the face of an active, large, well-appointed 
and ahly-commauded army, and how so 
large a train was to be carried througli a 
hostile country and protected. Early on 
the 5lh, the ad\'ancc corps (the .5tb, Major 
General G. K. Warren commanding), met 
and engaged the euemv outstde bis in- 
trenchments near Mine 'Run. The battle 
raged furiously all day, the whole army be- 
ing brought into the light as fast as the 
corps could be got upon the field, which, 
considering the density of the forest and 
narrowness of the roads, was done with 
commendable promptness. 

Gen. Burnside, with the 9th corps, was, 
at the time thearmy of the Potomac moved, 
left with the bulk of his corps at the cross- 
iii^ of the Rappoliannock river aud Alexan- 
dna reilroad, holding the road back to Bull 
Run, with instructions to move until lie re- 
ceived notice that a crossing of the Rapidan 
was secured, but to move promptly as soon 
as sucli notice was received. This cross- 
ing he was apprised of on the after- 
noon of the 4th. Bv six o'clock of 
the morning of the 6th he was leading 
his corps into action near the Wilderness 
tavern, some of his troops having inarched 
a distance of over thirty miles, crossing 
lioth the Rappahannock and Rapidan river^ 
Considering that a large proportion, prob- 
ably two-tlurds of his command, was com- 



posed of new troops unaccustomed to 
marclics aud carryiug tcc accoutrements of 
a soldier, this was a remsrl.ablc march. 

The battle ot tlie \\ ild'-riie-^s was renewed 
by us at 5 o'cloc'i on me uioming of the 
8th, and coutimn.d witli uuabated fury until 
darkness set in, each army bolding substan- 
tially tlie same position that they had outlie 
eveuing of tlie 5fn. At dark the enemy 
made a feeble attcmiit to turn our right 
flank, capturing several bundled prisoners 
and dealing coosidera'ole confusion. But 
the promptness of General Sedgwick, wlio 
was personaJy present and commanded 
that part of our line, soon reformed it and 
icstored order. Ou the morning of the 7ih 
rcconnoissanees showed that the enemy 
liad fallen behind his intrenched lines, with 
pickets to the front, covering a pari of tiic 
battle-field. From this it was evident to 
my mind that tlie two days' figiiling liud 
satisfied him of bis inability to furtli -r 
maintain tlie contest in the open field, iiot- 
withstandiiig Ids advantage ol position, and 
that lie would wait and attack beldml Ids 
works. I thereioro detcniiiucd to push ou 
and put my whole force between him 
, and Richmond; and orders were at once 
'u> 3 ucd for a movement by liis riglit llaiik. 

I On the niglit of the 7th tlic maicli was com- 
menced toward Spottsyvaiiia Courtliouse, 
Uie 5th corps moving on the most direct 
road. But Uie enemy having bccouie ap- 
I prised of our movciiicnt, aud having tl;o 
I shorter line, was enaliled to i-cachlliere first. 

I On the 8tli General Warren met a force of 
! the enemy which liad been sent out to o|>- 
I pose and delay bis advance, to gain time to 
' fortify tlic line taken up at Spoltsylvaidii. 

' This force was steadily driven back on the 
main force, within the rccently-constructcd 
works, after considerable Hgiiting, resulting 
in severe loss to both sides. On the mo: u- 
iug of the 9th General Sheridan started on 
a raid against the enemy's lines of commu- 
nication with Richmond. The 9th, 10th and 
lull were were spent iu maneuvering and 
fighting, without decisive results. Among 
the killed on tlic 9th was that able aud dis- 
tinguished soldier Major-General John Sedg- 
wick, commanding tlic 8tli army corps. 
Major-Gcncriil H. G. Wright succeeded him 
in command. Early ou the raoming of the 
1211i a general attack was made on the 
enemy in position. The 2d corps, Mujor- 
Gencr.ll Uancock, carried a salient of his 
line, capturing most of Johnson's division 
of Ewell's corps and twenty pieces of 
artillery. But the resistance was so ob- 
stinate that the advantage gained did not 
vrovc decisive. The 18th, I4lh, 15th, ICth, 
th, and Ibth, were consumed iu miineu- 
vcriiig and awaiting the arrival of reinforce- 
ments from Waslungton. Deeming it im- 
practicable to make any furthcratlack ui>on 
the enemy at Spottsylvauia Court House, 
orders were issued on the ISlh with a view 
to a movement to the North Anna, to com- 
mence at 12 o'clock on the night of the 
19th. Late in tho afternoon of the 19lh 
Ewell's corps came out of its works on our 
extreme right flank; but the attack was 
Iiromptly repulsed with heavy loss. This 
delaved the movement to the North Anna 
until tlie night of the 21st, when it was 
commenced. But the enemy again having 
the shorter line, and licing in possession of 
the main roads, was enabled to reach the 
North Anna iu advance of us, and took |xi- 
sitioii behind it. The .5th corps reached tlic 
North Anna ou the afternoon of the 28d, 
closely followed by the 8th corps. The 2d 
and 9th corjis got up about the same time, 
the 2d lioldiug the railroad bridge aud tlie 
9th lying between that and Jericho ford. 
General Warren clfcctcd a crossing the same 
afternoon, and got a position without mucli 



attack hut were repulsed wifh heavy loss ' The instnictions to General Butler was heavy artillery regiments, hundred-days ' prised and turned our left flank, and cap- About the time of this move the rebel as he could to repel the invasion of Kansas 
in eveVv inst mce That ni"-bt he ‘made verbal, and were for him to scud General mcq, and detachments from tlie invalid tured the iiattcriea which enfiladed our calvalry, under Wlicelcr, attempted to cut while General Rosecrans’ cavalry was^pc’- 

in eve V ^ ,,„j , . imin.dinti'lv that niirht. with all the corns. One division, under command of whole line Our ironns fell liaek with heew his communications in the rear, but was ratine: in bis rear. 

repulsed at Dalton and driven into East 
Tennessee, whcpcc it proceeded west to 



sevcitt! assaults to regain wliat be bad lost Smith immediately, that night, with all tbe corps. One division, under command of whole line. Our troo]® fell back with heavy 
in tile day but failed* The 2d was spent in troops he could give him without sacri- General Ricketts, of the 6th corps, was sent loss and in much confusion, but were Uuai- 

attack ficing the position -he then held. I told to Baltimore, and the remaining two.divi- ly rallied between Middletown and New- 



getting l oops into position for an 
ou tile Sd. On the Sd of June we again as- 

hehoi 



— , — 

hat I would return at once to thearmy 
saul'led the enemy's works, in thcTiopc of ot the Potomac, liasten its crosing, and 
driving him from his position. In tins at- ti.r.i# it fnrw.ird 



tempt our loss was heavy, while that of tlic 
enemy, I have reason to believe, was com- 
paiatively light. It was tho only , general 
atUck made from the Rapidan to the James 
which did not inflict upon the cncuiv losses . 
to ebmpensate for our own losses. 1 would . 
not he understood as saying that all previ- ! 
0118 attacks resulted in victories to our 
anns, or accomplished as much as I liad 
hoped from them ; but they inllictcd upt n , 
the enemy severe losses, which tended, in | 
the end, to the complete overthrow of the 



thro# it forward to Petersburg by divisions 
as rapidly as it could lio done ; that we 
conld reinforce our armies more rapidly 
there than the enemy could bring troops 
again.-it us. Gen. Smith got off as directed, 
ami confronted the enemy's pickets near 
Petersburg before daylight next inoming,but 
for some reason, tliat I liavc never been able 
to satisfaeforiiy understand, did not get 
ready to assault liis main lines iintU near 
sundown. Then, with a part of liis com- 
mand tiiily, lie made the assanlt, and carried 
the lines northeast of Petcrslinrg from the 
Apiiomattox river, for a distance of over 
two and a lialf miles, capturing fifteen pieces 
of artillery and three hundred prisoners. 
- ■ ... Between the line 

there were 



sions of tlie 8tli corps, under General Wright, 
were subsequently sent to Wasliington. On 
tlie 3rd of July tbe enemy approached Mar- 
tliisbui'g; General Siegel, who was in com- 
mand of our forces there, retreated across 
the Potomac at Shepardstown; and General 
Weber, commanding at Harper's Ferry 



town. At this Juncture General Sheridan, 
who was at Winchester when the battle 
commenced, arrived on tlie field, arranged 
bis lines just in time to rcpulso a heavy at- 
tack of the enemy, and, immediately assum- 
ing the offensive, he attacked iu turn with 
great vigor. The enemy was deftated with 



McMimiviilc, Murfreesboro’, and Franklin, 
and was finally driven soutli of the Tennes- 
see. The damage done by this raid was re- 
paired iu a few days. 

Dmiag the jiartial investment of At- 
lanta, General Rousseau joined General 
Sherman with a force of cavalry from Deca- 
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crossed the river and occupied Maryland great slaughter, and the loss of most of his tur, having made a successful raid upon the 
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opposition. Soon after getting into posi- 
tien he was violently attaclicd, but riqnilbcd 
the enemy with great slaughter. (Jii the 
25th Gen. Sheridan rejoined the Army of tho 
Potomac from the raid on whicli he start- 
ed from STOttsylvaiiia, liaving destroyed the 
depots at Beaver Dam aud Ashland stations, 
four trains of cars, large supplies of rations, 
and many miles of railroad truck; recaptured 
about four hundred of our men, ou their 
way to Rielimond as prisoners of war; met 
and defeated Uie enemy's cavalry at Yellow 
Tavern; carried the first line of works around 
Rielimond, (but finding the second line too 
strong to be carried by assault) rccrossed to 
the north bank of the Chickuliominy at 
Meadow’s Bridge, under heavy fire, ' and 
moved by a detour to llaxaH's landing, on 
the James river, where he communicated 
willi General Butler. This raid liad the ef- 
fect of drawing olf tlic whole of the enemy’s 
cavalry force, and making it comparatively 
easy to guard our trains. 

General Butlei moved his main force up 
the James river, in inirsuaiice of instruc- 
tions, ou the 4Ui of May, General Glilmore 
having joined liim with the lUth cor)«. At 
the same time ho sent a force of 1,800 cav- 
alry, by way of West Point, to form ajnnc- 
tion with him wherever he might get a foot- 
hold, aud a force of S,000 oivairy, under 
General Kautz, from Suffolk, to 0 (>erate 
against the roads soutli of Petershurg and 
Richmond. On the 5th he occupied, with- 
out omiositioii, both City Point and Ber- 
muda Hundred, his movement being a com- 
plete surprise. On the Olh he was in posi- 
tion witli his main army, and commenced 
intrcncliing. Ou tlic 7tli he made a rccon- 
noissance against Uic Petersburg and Rich- 
mond Railroad, destroying a iiortion of it 
after some fighting. On the 9lh he tele- 
graphed as follows; 

"‘UXADgCAllTKllS NKAR BEBMVDA LaMIIXG, I 

.May », tret. 5 

“Our operations may be aommed up In a few 
words, wllb 1,700 caval^ wo bave advanced op 
tlic Fenlnsula, forced tUeCbtckaliomlny, aud tiavc 
safely brougbl them to our present position. These 
were colored cavalry, and are now bolding oar ad- 
vance pickets toward lUchmond. 

“General Kants, with three tlioiisand cavalry from 
Fnflolk, on Uie same day with onr movemeot up 
James river, forced the Itlackwatcr, burned the 
railroad bridge at Stony creek, below Petersburg, 
cutting Id two Eeanregard's force at that point. 

“We have landed here. Intrenched ourselves, de- 
stroyed many miles of railroad, and got a position 
which, with proper supplies, we can hold against 
the whole of Lee's army. I have ordered up the 
Bupplica. 

‘•fteanregard, with a large portion of his force, 
was left south hy the cutting of the railroads hy 
Kantz. Thai portion which reached l^etersburg 
under Hill I have whipped to-day, killiog and 
wounding many and taking: many prisoners, after n 
severe and well-contested fight. 

“General Grant will not he troubled with any fur- 
ther re-inforcements to Leo from Heanregard’s 
force. BENJA.MLN F. liUTLL'li, 

■ “Major-General. 

“Hon. E. M. Stasttox, Secretary of War." 

On tlie evening of tlie ISth and morn 
ing of tlte 14tli lie carried a portion of 
the enemy’s first line of defenses at 
Drury’s Bluff, or Fort Darling, with small 
loss. The time tiins consumed from the Otli 
lost to US the benefit of tbc surprise and 
capture of Richmond and Petersburg, en- 
abling, as it did, Beauregard to collect his 
loose forces in North and South Carolina 
and bring them to tlic defence of those 
places. On the 16tli the enemy attacked 
General Butler in his position in front of 
Drury’s Bluff. He was forced back, or 
drew back, into bis intrcnchmcnts between 
the fforks of tlic James and Appomatlo.x 



rcbfllion. 

F rom the proximity of the enemy to liis de- 
fenses ariiund Richmond, it was impussible . . _ 

bv any flank moveiuent to interpose between ' Tliis was about 7 P- M. netwt 
him and the city. I was still in a condition ! thus captured and I etersburg ., 
to cither move by his left flank and invest no otlier works, and there /"I ^ 

Kicliiuond from the north side, or eontimic ] that tlic enemy had rcinlorced l^tcrabu g 
inv move by bis riglit flank to tbe south witli a single hriwadc from any - 

side of the James. tVhlle the former might ' The night was claaf * '® ® 

have been better as a covering for Wxshin j- I brightly—and favorable to further P® ' 

ton, j-et a full survey of all the ground satis- tions. General Hancock, with Vyo ' 

■ ‘ ions of the - 2 d corps, reached General Smith 

inst after dark, and offered the service of 
these troops as he (Smith) mlglit wish, 
waiving rank to the named commander, 
wlio lie untnrally supposed knew best tlic 
position of affairs, and wliat to do with the 
troojis. But instead of taking these troops, 
and pushing at once into Petersburg, he re- 
quested General Hancock to relieve a part 
of ills line in the captured w orks, which was 
done before inidniglit. 

By tlie lime I arrived the next morning 
(be enemy wa.s in force. An attack was or- 
dered to lie made at 0 o’clock that evening 
by the troops under Smith and tlie 2d and 
iith corps. It required until that lime for 
the 9th corps to get up and into position. 
The attack was made as ordered, and tlic 
figlitiug was continued witli but little intcr- 
imssion until six o’clock the next morning, 
and resnltcd in our carrying the advance 
and some of tlic main works of tlie enemy 
to tlie rigid (our left) of those previously 
captured liy General Smith, several pieces 
of artillery, aud over four hundred pris- 
oners. 

The 51h corps having got np, the attacks 
were renewed and persisted in with great 
vigor ou the 17th and 18th, but only result- 
ed in forcing the enemy to an Interior line 
i'rom w'liicii lie could not be dislodged. 
The advantages in position gained by us 
were very gnat. Tlie army then proceed- 
ed to envelop Petersburg toward the Soutli- 
side railroad, as far as possible, without at- 
tacking fortifications. 

On th Gtli the enemy, to re-enforce Pe- 
tersburg, withdrew from a part of his iii- 
trcnchinciit in front of Bci-muda Hundreds, 
expecting no doubt to get troops 
from nortli of tlic James to take Uic place of 
those withdrawn before we could discover 
General Butler, taking advantage of this, 
at once moved a force on tbe railroad bc- 
I tween Petersburg and Richmond. As soon 
' as I was ai>priscd of the advauta^ thus 
’ gained, to retain it I ordertid two divbiom 
' of the f.Ui cor|)S, General Wright, command 
' ing, that were embarking ct Wilcox's laud- 
ing, under orders for City Point, to riqiort 
to General Butler, at Bermuda Hnndredo, 
of which General Butler was notified, aud 
the imi>ortancc of liolding a position in ad- 
vance of ills present line urged upon liim. 

About 2 o'clock in tlic afternoon General 
Butler was fom d back to the line tlic one 
my had withdrawn from in the morning. 
General Vfright, with ids two divisions, 
joined Gcn-ral Butler ou the forciioou of 
the 17tli, the latter still holding wit'a a strong 
picicet line the enemy's works. But instead 
of putting these <li\ isious into tlic enemy's 
works to hold them, he pennitted them to 
lialt and rest some distance in the rear of 
his OAi u line. Bet ween 4 and 5 o'clock in 
(lie afternoon tlie enemy attacked aud 
drove iu his pickets and reoccuiiicd his old 
tine. 

On tlie night of the 30th and morning of 
the 21st a lodgment was effected by Gea- 
cral Butler, with one hi igado of infantry, on 
Ihe north biuik of the James, at Deep Bot- 
tom, aud connected the pontoon bridge 
with Bermuda Hundreds. 

On the 19th General Slieridan, on liis rc 
turn from his exi>editiou against the Vir 
ginia Central railroad, arrived at tlie U bite 
Ilomse just as the enemy’s cavalry was 
about to attack it, and compelled it to re- 
tire. Thu result of tliis expedition was, 
that General Sheridan me’. Uic enemy's cav- 
alry near TrevUlian Station ou the nioming 
of tbc 11th of Juno, whom he attacked, 
aud alter an obstinate contest drove from 
tbc field in complete rout He left his dead 
aud nearly all ins wounded iu our liauds, 
and about four hundred j risoners aud seve- 
ral liundred liorscs. Ou the I2tli lie de- 
stroyed tlie railroad from Trcvilliaii Station 
to Louisa Court House. This occujiied iiu- 
lilS o'clock f. .M., wlieii lie advanced in the 
direction of GordonsviUe. He found the 
enemy reinforced by infantry, beiiind well- 
construeted rille-iiits, about live miles from 
the latter place, and too strong to success- 
fully assault. Ou the extreme right, how- 
ever, his reserve brigade carried tbe ene- 
my's works twice, and was twice driven 
tbcrcfroni t>y infantry. Night closed Uie 



tied me that it would be impracticable to 
hold a line north and east of Richmond that 
would protect the Fredericksburg Railroad 
— a long, vulnerable line, which would ex- 
haust much of our strength to guard, and 
tliat would have to ho protected to supply 
the army, and would leave o|>en to the ene- 
my all Uis lines of communication ou tlic 
south side of the James. My idea, from Uic 
start, had been to beat Lee’s army nortii of 
Kicbmond if possible. Tlien, after destroy- 
ing ids lines of communication north of the 
James river, to transfer tlie anny to tlic 
south side and besiege Lee in Richmond, or 
follow him soutli if he should retreat. Af- 
ter the liattlc of the AVllderness it was evi- 
dent that the enemy deemed it of tlie first 
importance to run no risks with the anny 
he then had. He acted [lurely on the de- 
fensive behind brcastivorks, or feebly on 
the oUensivo immediately in front of them, 
and where, in case of repulse, he could 
easily retire beiiind them. Without a greater 
sacrifice of life than I was willing to 
make, ail could not be accomplished that 
1 bad designed north of Richmond. I 
therefore determined to continue to hold 
substantially the ground we then occupied, 
taking advantage of any favorable circuni- 
stances that might present tliemsclvcs, un- 
til the cavalry could be sent to Charlottes- 
ville and Gordonsville, to effectually lircak 
up the railroad connection between Ricli- 
mond and tbe Snenandoah valley and Lynch- 
burg; aud, when the cavalry got well olf.to 
move tbe army to tbe south side of tlic 
James river, by the enemy's riglit flank, 
wlicrc I felt I could cut off all his sources of 
supply except hy the canal. 

On the 7tb, two divisions of cavalry, un- 
der General Sheridan, got oft' on the expe- 
I dition against the Virginia Central railroad, 

I with instructions to Hunter, AVliom I hoped i it. 
i he would meet near Charlottesville, to join 
1 ids forces to Sheridan's, and, after tlic work 
laid out for them was thoroughly done, to 
join the army of tlie Potomac by tbc route 
laid down in Sheridan’s instinctibns. 

On the 10th ol June General Butler sent 
a force of infanti'y, under General (Hllmorc, 
and cavalry, under General Kautz, to cap- 
ture Petersburg, if possible, nnd destroy 
tho railroad and common bridges across the 
Appomattox. Tho cavalry carried the works 
on the south side, and iienctrated well in 
towards tlie town, bnt were forced to retire. 
General Gillmorc, finding the works which 
he approaclicd very strong, and dcemiii<g an 
assault imjiractlcable, returned to Bermuda 
Hundreds without attciiipting one. 

Attaching great importance to the pos- 
session of Petersburg, I sent back to Ber- 
muda Hundreds and City Point General 
Smith’s command by water, via the White 
House, to reach there in advance of tlic 
anny of the Potomac. This was for the 
express purpose of securing Petersburg 
belbrc the enemy, becoming aware of our 
intention, could re-inforcc flic place. 

The movement from Cold Harbor com- 
menced after dark on the evening of tbe 
12lh; one division of cavalry, under General 
Wilson, and the 5th corps crossetf the 
Chickahominy at Long Bridge, and moved 
ont to Wliito Oak swamp, to cover the 
crossing of the other coiqis. Tho advance 
corps reached James river, at Wilcox’s 
landing and Cliarles City Court House, on 
the night of the IStb. 

During three long years the armies of the 
Potomac and Northern Virginia liad been 
confronting each other. In that time they 
had fought more desperate battles tlian it 
probably ever before fell to tlie lot of two 
armies to fight, without materially chang- 
ing the vantage-ground of cither. Tlie 
Southern press and people, with more 
slirewdncss than was displayed in tlic 
North, finding that tlicy had failed to 
capture Wasliington and march on to 
New York, as they had boasted they 
would do, assumed that they only de- 
fended their capital and Southern ter- 
ritory. Hence, Antictam, Gettysburg, and 
all the other battles that bad been fought, 
were by them set down as failures on our 
part, and victories for them. Their army 
believed this. It produced a morale whicli 
could only bv ovorcomi.- bv do& ucrato und 



rivers, tbe enemy intrcncliing strongly in 
his front, thus covering his railroads, tlie 
city and all that was valuable to liim. His 
army, therefore, tlioiigh in a position of 
^at security, was as completely shut off 
from further operations directly against 
Rielimond as if it had been in a bottle 
strongly corked. It required but a com- 
paratively small force of the enemy to hold 
it llicrc. 

On the 12th General Kantz witli his cav- 
alry was started ou a raid against tlie Dan- 
ville railroad, wliich lie struck at Coalfield, 
Powhatan and Ciiola stations, destroying 
them, the railroad track, two freiglit trains, 
and one locomotive, together witli large 
quantities of commissary and otlier stores, 
tiicnee crossing to the South Side road, 
struck it at Wilson’s, Wellsville and Black 
and White stations, destroying the road and 
stition-liouses; thence lie jirocceded to City 
Point, whicli he reached on the 18tli. 

On the 19th of April, and prior to tlic 
movement of General Butler, the enemy, 
with a land force under General Hoke and 
an iron-clad ram, attacked Plymouth, N. C., 
commanded by General 11. W. Wessels, and 
our gunboats tlierc, and after severe ttglit- 
ing tlie place was carried by assault and 
the entire garrison and armament captured. 
The gnnhoat SmiUificId was sunk and the 
Miami disabled. 

The army sent to operate against Rich- 
mond liaving hercmetically scaled itself up 
at Bermuda Hundreds, the euemy was ena- 
bled to bring tlie most if not all the rein- 
forcementsl brought from the Soutli by 
Bcauregaru agiiinst the Army of the Poto- 
mac. In addition to this reinforcement, a 
very considerable one, probably not less 
than 15,000 men, was obtained by calling in 
tlic scattered troops under Breckinridge 
from the western part of Virginia. 

The position at Bermuda Hundred was as 
easy to defend as it was to operate from 
against the enemy. I determined, there- 
fore, to bring from it all available forces, 
leaving enough only to secure what had 
been gained, and accordingly, on tlie 22d, I 
directed that tlicy he sent forward, under 
command of Major General W. F. Smith, to 
join the army of the Polomac. 

■ On tbe 24th of May tlie 9th army corps, 
commanded by Major General A. E. Bum- 
side, was assigned to tbc army of the Poto- 
mac, and from tliis time forward constituted 
a portion of Major General Meade’s com- 
mand. 

Finding the enemy’s position on tlie Nortli 
Anna stronger tlian either of his previous 
ones, I withdrew on tlic niglit of the '28tli 
,to the north bank of the North Anna, and 
moved via Hanovertown to turn tbe ene- 
my’s position by his right. 

Generals Torbert's ami Merritt's divis- 
ions of cavalry, under Sheridan, and the 8tli 
; corps led the advance; crossed the Pamunky 
river at Hanoverto«-n after considerable 
fighting, and on the 28tli the two divisions 
of cavalry had a severe but successful en- 
gagement with the enemy at Haw’s shop. 
On the 29th and 30th we advanced, with 
heavy skirmishing, to tlie Hanover Court 
House and Cold llarbor road, and devel- 
oped the enemy’s position north of tlic 
Chickahomii^’. Late on the evening of the 
last day the enemy came out and attacked 
our left, but was repulsed with considerable 
loss. An attack was immediately ordered 
by General Meade along his whole line, 
which resulted in driving the enemy from 
a part of liis intrenched skirmish line. 

On the 31st General Wilson’s division of 
cavalry destroyed the railroad bridges over 
the South Anna river, after defeating tlie 
enemy’s cavalry. General Sheridan, on the 
same day, reached Cold Harbor, and held it 
until relieved hy tho 8th corps and General 
Smith’s command, which had just arrived, 
via White House, from General Butler’s 
anny. 

Ou the 1st day of June an attack was 
made at 5 p. m. by the 0th corps and the 
troops under Genera! Smith, the other corps 
being held in readiness to advance on the 
receipt of orders. This resulted in our car- 
rying and holding the enemy’s first line of 
works in front ol the right of the 8th corps 
and in front of General Smith. During the 
attack the enemy made repeated assaults on 
each of the corps not engaged in the main 
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heights. On the 6th the enemy occupied 
Hagerstown, moving a strong column to- 
wards Frederick City. General Wallace, 
witli Rickett’s division and his own com- 
mand, tlic latter mostly new and undis- 
ciplined troops, pushed out from Baltimore 
with great promptness, and met the enemy 
in force on the Monocacy, near the cross- 
ing of the railroad bridge. His force was not 
sufficient to insure success, but he fought 
the enemy nevertheless, and althongb it re- 
sulted in a defeat to onr arms, yet it de- 
tained ^hc enemy and thereby served to cn- 
alilc General Wright to reach Washington 
Avitli two divisions of tho 8th corps, and the 
advance of the 19tli corps, before him. 
From Monocacy the enemy moved on Wash- 
in^ou, his cavaliy advance reaching Rock- 
ville on tlic evening of the 10th. On the 
12th a reconnoissunce was thrown out in 
front of Fort Stevens, to ascertain the ene- 
my’s position and force. A severe skirmisli 
ensued, in which wo lost about 280 in killed 
and wounded. The enemy’s loss was prob- 
ably greater. He commenced retreating 
during tlie night. Learning tlie exact con- 
dition of affairs at Wasliin^on, I requested 
by telegraph, at 11:45 p. M. on the 12tli, the 
assignment of Major General II. G. Wright | ' 
to tho command of all the troops that 
could be made available to operate in tlic 
field against the enemy, and directed tliat 
he should get outside of the trenches with 
all the lorce he could, und jmsh Early to 
the last moment. General Wright com- 
menced the pnrsnit on the 13th ; on the 18th 
the enemy was overtaken at Snicker’s ferry, 
on the Slienandoali, •wln-n a sharp skirmish 
occurred; and outlie ‘20th General Avcrill 
encountered mid defeated a portion of the 
rebel army at Winchester, capturing four 
pieces of artillery end several liuudred pris- 
oners. 

Learning that Early was retreatin" soutli 
towards Lynchburg or Richmond, I directed 
that Uic Iith and 19th corps be got back to 
the armies o,)era!ing against Richmond, so 
that iliev might be used in a movement 
against Lee before the return ol the troops 
sent by him into tho valley; aud tliat Hun- 
ter siionld remain in tho Shenandoah val- 
ley, t'ceping between any force of the ene- 
my and Waahiiiglon. noting on the defen- 
sive as much as possible. I felt that if the 
enemy Imd any notion of returning, the fact 
would be dcvclojicd before the Otii and 19th 
cori* could leave Washington. Subsequent- 
iy tlie 19tli coi'|)S was excejited from tlio 
order to relurus to the James. 

About the 25tli it became evident that the 
cneny was again advancing upon Maryland 
and Pennsylvania, and the 8th corps, then 
at Wushiu^on, was ordered back to the vi- 
cinity of Hariier’s Ferry. The rebel force 
moved down the valley, and sent a raiding 
party into Pennsylvania, which ou tlic 30tfi 
Imrued Chambersburg and then retreated, 
pursued by onr cavalry, towards Cumber- 
land. They were met and defeated by Gen- 
eral Kelly, and witli diminished numbers 
escaped into tlic mountains of West Virgin- 
ia. From the lime of tlic first raid the tel- 
egraph wires were frcimently down between 
Washington and City Point, making it nec- 
essary to transmit nicssogcs a part of tin 
way by boat. It took from twenty-four to 



artillery and trains and the Iropbles be bad 
captnred in the morning. The wreck of liis 
army escaped during tlie night, and lied in 
the direction of Staunton and Lynchburg. I 
Pursuit was made to Mount Jackson. Thus i 
ended this, the enemy’s last attempt to in- 
vade the north tia the Shenandoah valley. 

I was now enabled to retum the 8th corps 
to tbe army of tbc Potomac, and to send 
one diA'ision from Sheridan’s army to tbe 
army of the James, and another to Savan- 
nah, Ga., to hold Slicrman's new acquisi- 
tions on tlie sca-coast, and tlius enable him 
to move without detacliiug from li'is force 
for tliat purpose. 

Reports from various sources led me to 
believe that the enemy liad detached three 
divisions friim Petersburg to reinforce 
Early in the Shenandoah valley. I there- 
fore sent the 2d corps and Gregg’s division 
of cavalry, of (he army of the Potomac, 
and a force of General Butler’s army, ou 
tlie night of the 13th of August, to threaten 
Richmond from the iiorlli siilo of tlie 
James, to prevent him from sending troops 
away, and, if (lossiblc, to draw back those 
sent. In this move wciAiapturcd six iiicces 
of artillery and several hundred prisoners. 



Atlanta aud Moutgomcry Railroad, aud its 
branches near Upelika. Cavalry raids were 
also p'otlc liy Generals McCook, Garrard 
and Stouemau to cut the remaining railroad 
communication with Atlanta. Tho first two 
Avere successful — the latter disastrous. 

General Sherman’s movement from Chat- 
tanooga to Atlanta Avas prompt, skillful 
and brilliant. The bistor)' ot bis Uauk 
movements aud battles during that memo- 
riablc campaign Avill ever lie read with aQ 
interest unsurpassed by anything in history. 

His ovni-report, and those of liU subordi- 
nate cunun'.uidcrs accomjiaiiying it) give tbe 
detail of that most successful campaign. 

He was dependent for tbc supply of bis 
armies upon a single-lrack railroad from 
Nashville to the point where he AVas operat- 
ing. This passed tlie entire distance through 
a hostile country, and every foot of it had 
to be protected hy troops. The cavalry 
force ot tlie euemy uuder Forrest, iu North- 
ern Mississippi, Y’’as evidently waitiug for 
Slicrmau to advance far enough into the 
mountains of Georgia to make a retreat dis- 
astrous, to get upon his line and destroy it 
b-.-yond tho possibility of further use. To 
guard against tliis danger Sherman left 



tached, lind gunc. 

The enemy liaving withdrawn lieavilv 
from Petersburg to resist this inovcmcnt, 
the 5th corjis, Gen. Warren emnmaud- 
Ing, was moved out on tlie 18th and took 
possession of the Weldon railroad. During 
the day he had considerable fighting. To 
regain possession of tlic road, the enemy 
made repeated and desperate ussaulls, biit 
each time Avas repulsed Avilh great loss. On 
the niglit of the 20tli tlic troops on Hie 
north side of tho James Avera withdr.iAvn, 
and Hancock und Gregg returned to tlic 
front of Petersburg. On the 25lh the 2d 



corps and Gregg’s division of cavalry, AA'liile 
at Ream's Station destroying the railroad, 
were attacked, and alter desperate fighting, 
a part of our line gave Avay, and live pieces 
of artillery fell into the hands of the enemy. 

By tho i2th of September a branch rail- 
road was completed from the Oily Point 
and Petersburg Railroad to the Weldon 
Railroad, enaliling ns to supply, Avitliont 
difficulty, in all Avcatlicr, tlie ariiiy in fount 
of Petersburg. 

Tho extension of our linos across tho 
Weldon Railroad compelled the enemy to 
BO extend his that it seemed he could have 
but few troops north of the Jaihcs for the 
defense of Richmond. On tlie night of tho 
2Sth the 10th corps. Major General Bim -y, 
and the 18th corjis. Major General Ord com- 
manding, of General Butler’s army, Avcrc 
crossed to the nortli side of the James, and 
adA'anced on tho morning of the 29th, car- 
rying the very strong fortifications aud in- 
trenclimcnts before Chapin’s farm, knoAi'n 
as Fort Ilarrisou, capturing fifteen pied’s of 
artillery and the New ilarliet Road and iii- 
trciieliments. This success Avas followed 
up by a gallant assault upon Fort Gillmorc, 
Immediately in front of the Chapin farm 
fortifications, in which we were repulsed 
Avilli lieaA-y loss. Kautz’s cavalry Avas push- 
ed forward on tlie road to the rigid of t'.iis. 



thirty-six hours to get dispatches through supported by infantry, and rcschcd the cue 
and return answers back; so that often or- I ray’s inner line, but was unable to get fiir- 



to continue (lie engagement, and ids ani- 
mals being ivithont forage, (tho country 
ftirnislilag Init inferior grazing,) and hearing 
notliingfrom General Hunter, he Avithdrew 
his command to the north side of tlie -North 
Anne, and commenced liis return march, 
reacliiiig White House at the time before 
stated. After lireahiiig n(> the depot at 
that place he moved to the James river, 
which he readied safely after heavy fight- 
ing. He commenced ci ossiiig ou the 25tli, 
near Fort POAvhatan, without further mo- 
lestation, and rejoined the' army of the Po- 
tomac. 

On the 22d General tVilson, with ids own 
division of cavalry of (lie Army of the Po- 
Kautz’s division of 



the Wilderness, Spottsylvuna, North Anna, 
and Cold Harbor, bloody and terrible os 
they were on our side, were even more 
damaging to the enemy, and so crippled 
him as to make him AA-aiy ever after of tak- 
ing the offensiA'C. His fosses in men Averc 
probably not so great, owing to the fact i 
that we were, save in the midemess, al- , 
most invariably the attacking party; and ' 
wlien lie did attack it was in the open field, j 
The details of these battles, Avliich for on- j 
durance and bravery on the part of the sol- ! 
dlery have rarely been surpassed, arc given ' 
ill the report of Major General Meade, and i 
the subordinate reports accompanying 11. | 

During tbc campaign of forthy-tlircc days, I 
from tbc Rapidan to James rii'cr, the army tomac, and General Kant 
had to be supplied from an evcr-sh'ilting I cat airy of the Army of the 

base, by wagons, OA’Cr narrow roads, tlirongh ' — — ’» 

a densely wooded conntiy, with a lack of 
wharves at each nCAv base from wliich to 
conveniently discharge vessels. Too much 
credit cannot, tliereforc, be aAAardcd to the 
quarterinaster and commissary departments 
for the zeal and efficiency displayed by them. 

Under tbe general supervision of tho 
chief qiiarUi'iiiastcr, Brigadier General 
R. Ingalls, the trains AAcre made to 
occupy all the available roads between the 
army and our water base, and bnt little 
difficulty was experienced in protcct'mg 
them. 

The moA-eiiicnt of the KanaAA lia and She- 
nandoah Valleys, under General Sigcl, com 



ders Avould be given, and then information 
would be received sliowing a different state 
of facts from those on which t hey were based, 
causing a confusion and apparent contra- 
diction of orders that must have considera- 
bly embarrassed those who had to execute 
them, and rendered operations against the 
enemy less effective than they 'otherwise 
would have been. To remedy this evil, it 
Avas evident to my mind that some person 
should have the snpreme command of all 
the foix'cs in the departments of West Vir- 
ginia, Washington, Susquehanna and the 
middle department, and Iso rcccommcndcd. 

On the 2d of August I ordered General 
Sheridan to report in person to General Ilal- 
Icck, chief of staff, at Washington, AA ith a 
view to hie assignment to the command of 
all the forces against Early. At this time 
the enemy was concentrated in Uic neigh- 
borhood of Winchester, whilst our forces, 
under General Hunter, Avere concentrated 
on the Monocacy, at the crossing of the 
Baltimore und Ohio railroad, leaA'ing opcu 
to tlie enemy Avestem Maryland and south- 
ern Pennsylvania. From where I was, I 
licsitated to give positive orders for the 
movement of our forces at Monocacy, lest 
W so doing I should expose Wosliinf^on. 
'I'hercfore, on the 4th I jeft. City Point to 
visit Hunter’s command, and determine for 
myself wliat Avas best to be done. On ar- 
riA'al there, and after consultation Avitli 
General Hunter, I issued to him the fol- 
lowing instructions; 

“Monocacy Bbidgi, MD.,Aug. 5,I8S4,8 p.n. 

“Gknbp.al: Concentrate alt jonr aVAilable force 
without delay in the vicinity of Harper's Ferry, 
leavlnir only such railroad gnards and garrisons fur 
pnbllc property as may be neeesaary. Use, in this 

CUlH’Miil rtwnim, Uiti fulli Usslnff timn fA^n 

be eaved. From Ilarper’s Ferry, fr it found that 
tbc enemy bas moved north or tbc Potomac in 
tarze force, piuth north, following him and at* 
tiicklng iiiiu wherever found; follow him if driven 
aontlt of the Potomac, ae lonz as It is safe to do so. 
If it is ascertained that the enemy baa bat a amall 
force north of the Potrtn» 2 . then pash aouth with 
the main torce, detaching under a competent com* 
mander n Kafficient force to look ancr the raiders, 
and drive them to their homes. In detaching sach 
a force, the brigade of cavalry now cn route from 
'Washington via UockvlUe may be taken into ac* 
count. 



ther. The captured from ihcuuv- 

inj' was so threatening to Kichmond that 1 
deterraiued to hold it. The enemy made 
several desr^rale altcmx*te to dwiodgo 
us, all of which were unsaccesslul, and lor 
which he paid dearly. On Uie morning of 
the 30th General Meade sent out a lecon- 
noissunce, with a \iew to attacking tho ene- 
my’s line if it was found sullicichtly weak- 
enc<l bv withdrawal of troops to the north 
side. In this reconnoissance we captured 
and licld the enemy’s works near Pox^’ar 
Spring Church. Iu tlie afternoon troops 
moving to get to the left of the point gain- 
ed wew attacked bv the enemy in heavy 
force, and compelled to full back until sup- 
ported by the forces holding the captured 
Our cavalrv under Gregg was also 



works, 
attacked, but 
great logs. 
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mandeil Hiere, to send Brigadier General 
S. D. Sturgis in command of this force to 
attacie him. On the morning of the 
10th of June General Sturgis met 
tlie enemy near G untown, Missis- 

sippi, was badly beaten, and driven back 
in utter rout and coufosion to Mempliis, a 
distance of about one hundred miles, holly 
pursued by the enemy. By this, liowever, 
the euemy was defeated in his desigus upon 
Sherman’s line of comiiiunicatious. The 
persistency AviUi Avhich he lollowed up this 
success exhausted liim, und made a season 
for rest and repairs necessary. In the mean- 
time -Major General A. J. Smith, with the 
Jrooiis of the ainiy of the Tennessee that 
had liceii sent by General Shcrinaii to Gen- 
eral Banks, arrived at, Memphis on their re 
turn from Red river, Avherc they had done 
most excellent service. He Avas dimpled by 
General Slierman to iimiied’uitcly lake the 
ofl'cusivc agaiuti Forrest. This lie did with 
the prom jitness and elfect AAliich lias charac 
tcrized his wliolc military career. On the 
Hth of July lie met the euemy at Tupelo, 
.Mississippi, aud whipped him tiadly. The 
tiigliting continued through three days. 
Our loss was small compared with that of 
the enemy. Having uccomplislied the ob- 
ject of ills cxpedilioii. General Smith re 
turned to Memphis. 

I During the montlis of March aud April 
I tills same force uuder Forrest annoyed us 
; considerably. On the 2-lth of March it cap 
tured Union City, Kentucky, and its garri- 
son, and on Hie 24th atliicked Paducah, 
eommauded by Col. S. G. Hicks, 40th Illi- 
nois volunteers. Colonel H., having but a 
smaU force, witlidrew to tlic forts near the 
river, from Avhere lie repulsed the euemy 
and ilrovc him from the place. 

Ou the 13lh of April, jiart ot this force, 
under the rebel General Buford, sura 
moned Hie garrison of Columbus, Keii 
tucky, to surrender, but received for 
reply from Colonel Lawrence, 34Hi New 
Jersey volunteers, that, being placed there 
by his Govemroeiit, Avitli adequate force to 
bold Ills post aud repel all enemies from it 
surrender was out of t'.ie question. 

Ou the moruiug of the same day Forrest 
attuciicd F’ort Pillow, Tennessee, g'arrl 
soued by a dctaclimeut of Tenues.soe caval 
ry and tlie 1st legiment Alabama colored 
troops, commanded by .Major Booth. Tho 
ganisou fought brai’ely until 3 o’clock in 
tlie aficmoou, when Hie enemy carried the 
works by assault ; aud, after our men tlirew 
duAVii Hieir arms, proceeded to au inhuman 
and nicrcile.ss massacre of Hie garrison. 

Ou the 14Hi, General Buford, liaA'ing 
failed at Columbus, appeared before Padu 
cab, but was again driven oft’. 

Guerrillas aiid raiders, seemingly era 
boldened by I'orrost's operations, AVerc also 
,, - ... I very active in KcntnckA'. The most noted 

the enemy amI h of Morgan. With a force of from 

I tAA'o to three thousand cavalry he entered 



On the 7th of October the cneiny attacked i s,ofc through Pound Gap, iu tho latter 
xaiitz s cavalrv north of the James, and part of .May. (Jn the lUh of Juno he at 

lacked and cajdured Cj'uthittua, with itsen 



Kautz’s cavalry north of the James, nnd 
drove it back with heavy loss in killed, 
wounded and priionors, and the loss of all 
the artillery— eight or nine pieces. This 
he followed up by an attack on our in- 
trenched infantry line, but w;is repulsed 
with severe slaughter. On the Htli a n*- 
connoisance was sent out hy General But 



tire garrieou. Ou Uie 121b lie was overtaken 
by General Burbridge, aud completely 
routed with hca\’y loss, and was linally 
driven out of Uic SUite. This notorious 
guerrilla was allerwardH surprised and 
killed near (ftvcnville, Tcuuessee, and his 



Icr, with a \lew to drhe the enemy from t comjuand captured and dispersei by Geu 

some new works be was coiistrucimg, which cral Uillcm 

resulted In very heavy loss to us. 

On the 27th the army of the Potomac, In tbc absence of ofllcial reports at the 
leaving only sutHcieut men to hold its forti- ' commencement of tho Bed Kiver expedition 
fled line, moved by the enemy’s rig’ut ' except so far as relates to the movements oi' 
flank. Tbc 2d corps, followed by two di- t^e troops sent by General Sherman under 



visions of tbe 5th corps, with the cavalr)’ 
in advance and covering our Iclt 
flank, forced a passage of Hatcher’s 
run, and moved up the south side of it 
towfird tiw South Side Railroad, until the 



2d corps and part ofthecavairy i-vimhiuu Oao , tho designated point ou Ked River 

« — A — J ...i sa. T. A a earlier than that api>ohitcd by «en 



'There arc now on their way to join you three 
other biizades of the beat cavalry. numDerinZi at 
leat, 5.000 men and horses. The«c will be instructed, 
in tbc aiisonce of lurther orders, to Join you by the 
south side of tlie Potomac. One brigade will prob- 

t*nan- 
u> 
I be 



go f 

left to invite the enemy to return. . 

sions, forage and stock wanted for the uac ol 



Take all provl- 

„ ’f y<- 

command" such as cannot be consumed, duatroy. 



can subsist aniouc them recurrences of these rul . 
must be expected, aud wo are determined to stop 
them at all hazards. 

“Ib'ar in mind the object is to drive tbe enemy 



South, aud to do this you want to keep him always 
in sight, lie guided in your coarse by the course no 
taki-s. 



AIICJD, UllUX^l MVUViai t,a.aa,waa 

I the 1st of May. General Crook, • Creek, Avbcri 
the iimncdiatc command of Hie ■ cisivo engag 



James, moved 

ag.iinst the enemy’s railroads south of Rich- ^ 

niond. Striking tho Weldon Railroad at I people bIiouIiI be lufonneii that m long ns an anny 
Ream’s Station, destroying the depot and can aubslet among tlieni rccurrenccii oi Uiese raids 
several iiiiics of the road and tlic Southsidc 
road about fifteen miles from Betcribiirg, 
to near Nottoivay Station, where he met and 
defeated a force of the enemy’s cavalry, he 
reached Bnrksvillc Station on Hie afternoon 
of the 23d, and from there destroyed the 
Danville Railroad to Roanoke liridge, a dis- 
tance of twenty-five miles, Avlicrc he found 
the enemy in force, and in a jiosition from 
AA'hicli lie could not dislodge him. He then 
commenced liis return raarcli, and on tlic 
28tli mot tlie enemy's cavalry in force at 
the ’t\’el<lon railroad cros-sing of Stony 



Boynton plank-road, Avherc it crosses Hatch 
er’s run. At this point wo were six miles 
distant from the Soutli Side Railroad, AvIilch 
I had hoped by this movement to reach and 
hold. But finding that we had not reached 
• the end of the enemy’s fortifications, and 
I no place presenting itself for a successful 
assault by whicli lie might bo doubled up 
nnd shortened, I determined to willidniAV to 
within our fortified line. Orders Averc given 
accordingly. Immediately uiioii reeciA-ing 
a report that General Warren had connect- 
ed ■^th General Hancock, I returned to my 
headquarters. Soon after I left, tlie enemy 

moved out across Hatcher’s run, in the gap 

onr 1 between Generals Hancock and Warren, 



Ills not desirable that tbe buildings sbonld be dV i Tthich was not closed as reported, and made 
Btroyed— tlK-jr slionld rather b« protMted— but the j a desperate attack on General Hancock s 
■ ■ ' right and rear. General Hancock imme 



nicnced on 
who had the 

Kanawha expedition, divided his forces into 
two columns, riving one, composed of cav- 
alry, to General AA'erill. They crossed tiic 
mountains by separate routes. Avcrill 
struck the Tennessee and Virginia railroad, 
near Wythoville, on the 10th, and proceed- 
ing to New river and Christianshurg, de- , 

stroyed tlie road, several important bridges i sciKiratcd, and made his tvay into our lines, 
and depots, including New river bridge. General NVilson, Avith tlic remainder of liis 



he liad a severe bnt not dc- 
gagement. Tlicncc he made a de- 
tour from liiB loll. Avith a view of reaching 
Ream’s Station (supiiosing it to he in our 
possession). At this place he was met by 
Hie enemy's cavalry,' supi>orted tiy infantry, 
and forced to reti’'C, AA ith a loss of his artil- 
Icrv and trains. In this last encomiter Gen. 
Ka'utz, Avith a part of his command, became 



forming a junction with Crook at Union on 
the 15th. General Sigcl moved np the 
Shenandoah Valley, met the enemy at New 
Market on tl^ 15th, and, after a severe en- 
gagement, was defeated with heavy loss, 
and retired behind Cedar creek. Not re- 
garding Uie operations of Geneial Sigcl as 
satisfactory, I asked his removal from com- 
mand, and Major General Uiiiitcr Avas ap- 
pointed to su))crBudehim. His instructions 
wore embraced in the following despatches 
to Major General U. W. Ilalleek, chief of 
slafl' of the army; 

“Xnai: Spottbyltakia Count Houbk. Va., l 
May iO. ISBl. ) 

• ••••«•• 

“The enemy arc crldcntly relyinz for 9upplicx 
greatly on ftuch as are brought over the branch road 
ruDoinz tnrough Staunton. On the whole, there- 
fore. 1 Uilnk’K would be hotter for General Hunter 
to move In that dtrertion : reach Staunton and Gor* 
donsville or CharloUesville, If he docn not meet too 
much ’opposition. If he can hold at bay a lorcu 
equal to bis own, he will bo doing good service. 

” U. S. GH.^NT, Lieutenant General, 

“Major General H. W. Hxllbck.” 

“ jERirBoFOKU, Va., May 25, 1W4. 

“ If Hantor can posaibly getlo Charlottesville .and 
Lvnchlmrg, he should do so, living on dhe country. 

The railro.aUsaDd cauol should bo destroyed beyond 
possibilMy of repairs for weeks. Coniplotins ihU, 
nc could find his wuy hack to his original base, or 
from about Gordonsrtlle Join this army. 

*‘U. 8. GUANT, Lieutenant General. 

“Major General n.W. UaxIaEck." 

General Hunter tmracdiately took up the 
otfeosivc, and, morintf up tbe Shenandoah 
vally, met the enemy on ibe 5tb of June, at 
Piedmont, aud, alter a battle of ten hours, 
routed aud defeated him, capturing on the 
tield of battle 1,5(X) men, 3 pieces of artil-. 

Icry, aud oOO stvid ot small arms. On tbc 
8th of tbe same month bo formed a juuction 
with Crook and Averill at Staunton, from 
which place be moved direct on Lynohburjf, 
via Lexington, which placo he reuebed and 
invested on the IGth day of June. U)) to 
this time be was very successful, and but* 
for the difficulty of taking with him suffi- 
cient ordnance stores over so long a march, 
through a hostile country, he would no 
doubt have captured that, to the enemy, 
important point. The destruction of tho 
enemy’s sujmlics and manufactories was 
very great. To meet this movement under 
General Hunter, General Lee sent a force, 
perhaps equal to a corps, a part of which 
reached Lynchburg a short time befofe 
Hunter. After some skirmishing on the 
17tb and 18th, General Hunter, owing to a 
want of ammunition to give battle, retired 
from before the place. Unfortunately, this 
want of ammunition left, him no choice of 
route for his return but by way of Kanawha. 

This lost to us the use of bis troops for sev- 
eral weeks from the defence of the north. 

Had General Hunter moved by way of 
Charlottesville, instead of Lexington, as his 
instructions contemplated, he would have 
been in a position to nave covered tbc Sben- 
andoab valley aguinst tbe enemy, should tbe 
force he met have seemed to endanger it. 

If it did not he would have been within 
easy distance of the James river canal, on 
the main line of communication between 
Lynchburg and the force sent for its defense. 

I have never taken exception to the opcni- 
tiODS of General Hunter, aud I am not now 
disposed to And fault with him, for I 
liavc no doubt he acted within what 
he conceived to be the spirit of 
bis instructions and tbe interests of the 
seniice. Tlic promptitude of his movements 
and his gallantry should entitle him to the 
commendatiou of bis country. 

To return to the Anny of the Potomac : 

The 2d corps commenced crossing the 
James river on the morning of the 14th by 
fern'boats at Wilcox's landing. The laying 
of the pontoon bridge was completed about 
midnight of the 14th, and tbc crossing of 
the balance of the army was rapidly pushed 
forward by both bridge and ferry. 

After the crossing had commenced, I pro- ' Hers issi 
ceeded by a steamer to Bermuda Hundreds ‘ oi 

to give the necessary orders for the imme- 
diate capture of Petersburg. 



force, snccecded nn crossiug the Nottaway 
river, and coming iu safuiy on our left and 
rear. The damage to the enemy in this cx- 
leditiou more than compensated for the 



'.Make your owd arranz^’mcDta for supplies of all 
kinds, zivlng rczuUr vuucbore (or sucb as may b« 
taken from loyal citizens to tbe country tbrongb 
which you march. 

"U. P. GKANT, Lieutenant General. 

“Major General D. HujiTBI.” 

The troops were immediately put In mo- 
I lion, and the advance reached Halltown 
I that night 

General Hunter having, in our conversa- 
I tion, expressed a willingness to be relieve<l 
I from command, I telegraphed to have Gono- 
‘ ral Shcridau, then at \V ashington, sent to 
J Harper's Ferry by the morning train, with 
orders to take general command of all the 
troops in tho field, and to call on General 
Hunter, at Monocacy, who would turn over 
to him my letter of instructions. I re- 
mained at Monocacy, until General Shcridau 
arrived, on the morning of the btli, and, af- 
ter a conference with him in relation to mil- 
itary uHirs in that vicinity, I returned to 
City Point by way of Washington. 

On r “ * - ' 



the 7th of August the middle depart- 
ment aud the departments of West Virginia, 
Washington, and Susquehanna were consti- 



P< 

losses we sustalucd. It severed all connex- .. 

ion by railroad witb Kicbmond for several tuted lutoTlIo “Middle military division,’ 
Avecks. _ ' and -Major General Sheridan Avas assigned to 

With a vicAA' cf cutting tlie enemy s rail- j temporary command of the same, 
road from near Hicbmoiid to tbe Anna Two divisions of caA'alry, commanded by 
rivers, and making him Avary of tho I Generals Torbort and Wilson, were sent to 
situation of ids army in _ tbe Shenan- i ghcridan from tbe army of the Potomac, 
(foab, and, in tbc cA'ent of failure in this, to ' 'tjjq reached him at Harper’s F’erry 
fake advantage of bis nceessaiy Avitbdrawal abont tlie lltb of August, 
of trooi>8 from Petersinirg, _ to _ explode a I His operations during tbe month of Au- 
minc that bad been preiiared iu front of the 1 gust and the fore part of Sepreinber AVcrc 
9tb coiqis and assault the enemy’s lines at both of an offensive cliaracter, resulting in 
that place on tlic uigbl ot the 28th pf j nianv seveae skinnishes, principally by tbc 



diately faced his corjis to meet it, and alter 
a bloody combat drove the enemy AAithiu 
his works, aud AA'itbdreAV tliat niglit to liis 
old position. 

In support of this' movement General But- 
ler made a demonstration ou the north side 
of tbc James, and attacked tlic enemy on 
tlie Williamsburg road, and also on the 
York River railroad. In tho former lie was 
unsuccessful; in the latter lie snccecded iu 
carrying a AAork Avhich AAas afterwards aban- 
doncii, and bis forces Avilhdra'rt O to their 
former positions. 

From this lime forward the operations in 
front of Petersburg and Richmond, until 
the spring campaign of 18(i5, Avere confined 
to Hie defense and extension of onr lines, 
and to offensive movemouts for. crippling 
the enemy’s lines of communication, and fo 
prevent liis detaching ;my considerable force 
to send South. By the ftli of February our 
line* were extended to Hatcher’s Rnn, and 
the Weldon railroad bad been destroyed to 
Hicksford. 

General Sherman moved from Cliattnnoo- 
ga on the Otb of May Avitb tbc armies of tbe 
Cumberland, Tennessee, and Ohio, com- 
manded, rcspcctivelv, by Generals Tliomas, 
■ "eld • ' 



Smith, 1 am unable to give tbc date of 
Us stai'ting. Tbe troops under General 
Smith, comprising two divisions of the 18tb 
nnd a detacliiueiil of tho 17tb army corps 
left V'icksburg on the 10th of ilai'ch am 



rating in bis rear. 

Tbe enemy was brought to battle ou tlie 
Big Blue und defeated, with tbe loss of 
nearly all bis artillery aud trains aud a lar'c 
number of prisoners. He made a precipi- 
tate retreat to Northern Arkansas. Tiic im- 
punity witb which Price was enabled to 
roam over tbc State of Missouri for a long 
time, and tbe incalculable mischief done by 
him, shows to how little purpose a Bujicrior 
force may be used. There is no reason why 
General Rosecrans should not have concen- 
trated bis forces aud beaten and driven 
Price before tbe latter readied Pilot Knob. 

September 20 tbe enemy’s cavalry, uuder 
Forrest, crossed tbe Tennessee near M'atcr- 
loo, Alabama, and on tlic 23d attacked 
tlic garrison at Atbeqs, consisting 
of SIX hundred men, Avliidi capitu- 
lated on tho ‘24tb. Soon after the 
surrender two regiments of reinforcements 
arrived, aud after a severe light Avore com- 
pelled to surrender. Forrest destroyed the 
railroad westAA'ard, captured the garrisoii at 
Sulphur Branch trestle, skirmished Avitbtbc 
garrison at Pulaski on tbe 27lb, and on tbc 
same day cut the Njishville and Chattanoo- 
ga railroad near ‘Tuilaboma aud DecUard. 
Un tbc morning of tbc 30th one column 
of Forrest’s command, under Buford, ap. 
pccted before Huntsville, and summoned 
the surrender of the garrison. Reeeivmg 
an answer iu tbe negative, be remained iu 
the vicinity of tlie juaco until next morn- 
ing, when be again suiumoucd its surren- 
der, and receiA'cd the same reply as on tbc 
night before. He withdrew in tbe direc- 
tion of Athens, which place Iiad been re- 
garrisoned, aud attacked it on tbc afternoon 
of tbe let of October, but without success. 
On tbe morning of the 2d be reuowed bis 
attack, but Avas handsomely repulsed. . ' 
Anolher column under Forrest appeared 
before Columbia on tbc morning of the 1st, 
but did not make an attack. Ou tbc morn- 
ing of tbe Sd he moved toward Mount 
Pleasant. While these ojicrations Avcrc go- 
ing on every exertion Avas made by Geiierul 
Thomas to destroy the forces under For- 
rest before bo could rc-cross tbe Tennessee, 
but was unable to prevent bis escape to 
Corinth, Miss'issippi. 

Ill September an expedition under Gen. 
Burbridge was sent to destroy tbe salt- 
works at Saltville, Virginia. He met Hie 
enemy on tbe 2d of October, about three 
miles aud a half from Saltville, and di'oA'c 
him into his strongly iiitrenclicd position 
around tlic salt-works, from which he Avas 
unable to dislodge him. During the ni-^bt 
be withdrew bis command aud returned to 
Kentucky. 

General Sherman, immediately after the 
fall of Atlanta, put bis armies in camp in 
and about tbe place, and made all prejiara- 
tions lor refitting and supplying them for 
future service. The great length of road 
from Atlanta to tbe Cumberland river, 
however, wliich bad to be guarded, allowed 
tbc troops but little rest. 

During this time Jefferson Davis made a 
speech in Macon, Georgia, Avbieb Avas re- 
ported in the papers of the soutli, and soon 
became known to tbc whole country, dis- 
closing tbc plans of tbc enemy, thus en- 
abliug General Slierman to fully meet them. 
He cxliiliited tbe AveaUuess of iuipposiiig 
that an army that liad been beaten and fear- 
fully decimated in a vain attempt at tbe de- 
fensive, could successfully undertake the 
offensive against the army that bad so often 
defeated it. 

In execution of this plan. Hood, with Ur 
army, avus soon rejiorted to tbe souliiAvcst 
of Atlanta. Moving far to Sherman’s right, 
he suceecded in reaching tbc railroad aOont 
Big Slianty, aud moved north ou it. 

General Sherman leaving a force to liold 
Atlanta, Ayith tbc remainder of bis army fell 
upon him and drove him to Gad-ilou, AIb.- 
buma. Seeing the constant annoyance iio 
would have witli the roads to his rear if 'tvo 
attempted to liold Atlanta, Gcn‘'ral Sher- 
man proposed the aliandonment aud de- 
struction of that place, Avith all the railroads 
leading to it, and telegraphed mo as fol- 
lows : 

“CINTREVII.L*. Ga., October 10— Xoon. 
“Dispatch about AVllson juet received. Hood la 
now crossing Cooaa river, IS miles iiitow Koine, 
bound west. If he passes over the Mobile and Ohio 
road, had 1 not better execute the plan of iiiyleto-r 
Beni by Colonel Porter, and leave Geiienil T:iom;is, 
with the troops now in Tenutssec, to defend tlic 
State? Ilo will have an ample force AvUeu tlic re’- 
enforcements ordered reach X'OBlivitle. 

“AV. T. SIIEHM.VN, Mijor General. 
“Lieut. Gen. Gkaxt." 

For a full understanding of tbe plan re- 
ferred to in tills dispatch, I quote trom 
the letter sent by Colonel Porter: “1 Aviil 
thcr«ore give my oiiiiiion, that your 
army aud Canby’s should he reinfoi'ced 
to the maximum; that, after you get 
Wilmington, you strike for Savannah m.d 
the river; tliat Canby be instructed 
to bold tbe Mississippi river, and send a 
force to get Colambns, Georgia, either by 
the way of the Alabama or tbe Appalucbi- 
cola, and that 1 keep Hood cmiiloyed and 
put my army in final order for a niarcli on 
Augusta, Columbia aud Charleston, to be 
ready as soon as Wilmington is scaled .as to 
commerce, and tbc city of Savannah is iu 
our jioesession.” Tills was iu reply to a 
letter of mine of date September 12, in an- 
swer to a dispatch of Iiis containing sub- 
stantially tbc same proposition, and iu 
which I informed him of a proposed moA'c- 
ment awiust Wilmington aud of tbe situa- 
tion in Virginia, &C. 

“City Point, Va„ October 11, 18&1— It a. n. 



July tbc 2d corjis and tAvo divisions of Hie 
caA'alrj’ eorp- and Kautz’s cavalry were 
crossed to tlic north bank of Hie James 
river and joined flic force General Butler 
bad there. On the 27th tbe enemy was 
driven from bis inlreiiclied position, with 
tbe loss of four pieces of artillery. On tho 
28tb our lines were extended tfom Deep 
Bottom to NeAV Market road, but in getting 
this Jiosition were atlaekcd by Hie enemy in 
heavy fiirce. Tlie figlitiug lasted for sev- 
eral bours, resulting inxonsiderable loss to 
both sides. The tii-st object of this move 
liaving foiled, by reason of the very birge 
force tlirown there by the enemy, I determin- 
ed to lake udA'aiiatgc of Hie diversion made, 
by assaulting Petersburg before be could get 
bis Ibrco there. One di\ision of tlie ’2d 
corjis Avas witbdraAVu on tlie nigbl of tlic 
2Sth, and moved during the niglit to the 
rear of tbe 18Hi corjis, to relieve that eorjis 
iu tbe line, that it niiglit be foot loose in 
Hie assault to lie made. The other two di- 
visions of tbe 2d corjis and Siicridau’s cav- 
alry were crossed oa er on tlic niglit of tlie 
29tb, aud moved in front of Petersburg. 
On Hie morning of the :X)tli, lictween four 
und live o’clock, tbc mine was siiriing, 
blowing up a liattcry aud most of a re^- 
ment, aud tbe advance of tlio assaulting 
column, formed of the. 9tli corjis, immodi- 
ately tool; possession of Hie crater made by 
tbc explosion, and ttie line for some dis- 
tance to tlic right und left of it, and a de- 
tached lino in iront of it, hut for some cause 
failed to advance jiroiiiptly to tlic ridge lie- 
yond. Had Hicy done tliis, I have every 
reason to believe tliut Petersburg would 
liave fallen. Other troojis were immedi- 
ately pushed forward, liut the time cou- 
siimed in getting tliein up enabled Hie ene- 
my to rally from ids surjirisc (whicli b.id 
been comjilcte) and get forces to tliis jioint 
for defense. Tho captured line llms held 
being untenable, and of no advantage to us, 
tbc troojis were withdrawn, but not with- 
out heavy loss. Tims terminated in disas- 
ter wliat promised to lie the most success- 
ful assault of ibo campaign. 

Immediately iijion' tiie enemy’s ascer- 
taining that General Hunter was retreat- 
ing from Lynchburg by way of tlie 
Kanawlia river, thus laying tlic Sbeimiidoah 
valley open for raids into Maryland and 
Peuusylvaiiia, be returned nortliward' 
and nioved down tliat valley. As soon os 
tills movement of Hie eiiemy'was ascertain- 
ed, General Hunter, wlio bad reached the 
Kanawha river, was directed to move liis 
troops .without delay, by river and railroad, 
to Ilarjiei’s Ferry ; but owing to tbe diffi- 
culty of navigation, liy reason of low water 
and breaks iu tbe railroad, great delay was 
experienced in getting Hiere. It became 
neccssai'v, tlierefore, to find other ti'oojis to 
check this inoveinant of the enemy. For 
this purpose tbc Otb corps was taken from 
the armies operating against Riclmioud, to 
wliicli was added the llltb corps, tlien for- 
tunately beginning to arrive in Hampton 
Roads from The Gulf department, under or- 
ders issued immediately after Hie aseertain- 
tlic result of the Ked River cxjiedi- 
tion. Tlic garrisons of Baltimore and 
Washington were at this time made up ol 



avalry, in which we were generally success 
ful, but no general engagement took place. 



cral Banks. The rebel lorces at Fort Do 
Hussey, thinking to defeat him, left tbc fort 
on Hie 14th to give him battle iu tbe open 
field; but, while ocenpying the enemy with 
skirmishing and demonstrations. Smith 
jiusbed forward to Fort De Russey, which 
bad been left witli a weak garrison, and cap 
tured it witb its garrison— about 350 men, 
II pieces of artillery, and many small anus! 
Our loss was but slight. Ou the 15th be 
pushed forward to Alexandria, wliich jdace 
be reached un tbe 18tb. On Hie 21st he had 
an engagement with tbc enemy at Ue-nder 
son Hill, iu which be defeated liim, cajitur 
ing 210 prisoners aud 4 jiieces of artillery. 

On tbe 28tb lie again attacked aud deleat 
cd Hie enemy under the rebel General Tay- 
lor, at Cane river. By tbc 28tb General 
Banks bad assembled bis wliole army at 
Alexandria aud puslied forward to Grand 
Ecore. On the morning of April 6tli. he 
nioved from Gr.md Ecore. On the after- 
noon of the 7tli ids advance engaged the 
enemy near Pleasant Hill, and drove him 
from tlic field. On the same afternoon tbe 
enemy made a stand eight miles beyond 
Pleasant Hill, but was a^iii compelled to 
retreat. On tbc 8tb, at Sabine Cross-roads 
and Peach Hill, the enemy attacked and 
defeated bis advance, capturing nineteen 
jiicces of artillery aud an immense amount 
of traiisjiortation aud stores. During tbe 
night General Banks fell back to Pleasant 
Hill, where another battle was fouglit on 
tbe 9lh, and llie enemy repulsed with great 
loss. During tbe night General Banks con- 
tinued bis letrograde movement to Grand 
Ecore, and tbenee to Alexandria, which he 
readied ou the 27th of Ajiril. Here a seri- 
ous difficulty arose in getting Admisal 
Porter’s fleet, which accompanied tbe ex- 
pedition, over Hie rajilds, the water having 
fallen so much since they jiassed up as to 
prevent their return. At tlie suggestion of 
Colonel (noAV Brigadier General) Ba'dey, 
aud under bis superintendence, wing-dams 
were constructed, by Avbicb tbe channel was 
contracted so that tbc fleet jiosscd down tbe 
rapids in safety. 

Tlie army evacuated Alexandria on tbe 
14th of May, after considerable skir- 
misliitig Avitl'i tbc enemy's advance, and 
reached Morgauzla and Point Coupee 
near Hte end of the mouth. Tbc disas- 
trous termination of this expedition, and 
the liiti'nefis of Uie season, rendered im- 
practicable tbe currA'iLg out of my plan of 
a movement in force sufficient to insure tbe 
canture of Mobile 

ou Hie 17th bis rc-ar giiaid was oveilaken j V'n i^i'?i **ij 

near AdairsA'illc, and lieaA'y skirmishing fol- ' left Little Rock with tbe <tb 



I McPherson, und Scbofleld, upon Johnston's 
. army at Dalton ; but finding the eueiny’s 
I positions at Buzzard Roost, covering Dal- 
, ton, too strong to be assaulted, Geii. Jle- 
Pherson was sent tlirougli tinake Gap to 
turn it, Avbilst Generals Tliomas and Scho- 
field threatened in front and on the nortli. 
Thi.<i movement was successful. Johnston, 
finding bis retreat likely to be cut off, fel 
back to bis fortified jiositiou at Kcsaca, 
where he was attacked ou tbc afternoon of 
May 15th. A lieaA'y battle ensued. During 
the night the enemy retreated south. Late 



1 lowed. Tlie next morning, lioweAcr, lie li;id 



The tAvo armies lay in such a jxisition [ o^Jq disajiiieared. He Avas vigorouslv 
— tlie enemy on tbe west bank of tbc Ojisc- ‘ • ■ • - " — ‘ 

quan creek covering^ Winchester, and our 
forcca in front of BorryaAillc — that either 
could bring on a battle at any time. Defeat 



to us would lay open to the enemy tbc 
States of Maryland and Pennsylvania for 
long distances before another army could 
bo intcrjjosed to check him. Under 
t besc circumstances, I hesitated about al- 
lowing tbc initiative to be taken. Finally, 
Uie use of tho Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
and Hio Cbesajieake and Ohio canal, which 
were both obstructed by the cneiny, became 
so indispensably nccessair to us, and the 
Impoitauco of relieving PennsylA'auia and 
Maryland Irom continuously tlii eatened in- 
A-asibn so great, that I determined the 
risk should be taken. But fearing to 
telegraph the order for an attack Avitb- 
out knowing more than I did of 
General Sheridan’s feelings ns to wliat 
would be the jirobable result, I lelt City 
Point on the 1.5tb of September to visit him 
at bis headquarters, to decide, after confer- 
ence Avitb liim, what should be done. I 
met him at Cliarleston, and he jxiintud out 
so distinctly how each army lay; what he 
could do the moment he was authorized, 
and expressed such confidence of success, 
tliat I saw there were but two words of in- 
structions necessary — Go in! For Uie con- 
A-enicnec of forage, tlie teams for supplying 
the amiv were kept at Harper’s Fcriy. I 
asked b{m if lie could get out his teams and i 
supplies in time to make an attack on tbc | 
ensuing 'Tiiesd.ay morning. His reply was, 

' ' • • • - ’ ylii ■ 
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sued and Avas overtaken at Cassville on the 
19th, but, during tbc ensuing night, re- 
treated across the EtOAvah. Whilst these 
operations Avere going on, General Jefferson 
C. Davis’s division of Tliomas’s army avus 
sent to Home, capturing it Avitli its forts 
and artiller}', aud its valuable mills ami 
foundries, (teneral Sherman having given 
Ills army a feAV days’ rest at this point, again 
j)ut it in motion on tbc 23d for Dallas, with 
a view of fuming the difficult jiass at Alla- 
tooua. On tbe afternoon of the. 25th Llie 
advance, under General Hooker, had a se- 
vere battle with tlic enemy, driving him 
back to New Hope Church, near Dallas. 
Several sharp encounters occured at this 
point. The most important ivas on tlic 28Hi, 
when tbe enemy assaulted ticneral JlcPIicr- 
son at Dallas, but teccived a terrible and 
bloody repulse. 

Ontlie4tbof June Johnston abandoned 
his ent reuebed position at New Hope 
church and retreated to tbc strong jiosi- 
tions of Keuesaw, Pine, aud Lost iiioiin- 
tains. He was forced to yield the two last 
named jilaccs and concentrate bis iiriiiy on 
Kenesaw, where, on tlio 27tli, Generals 
Thomas and MePbcrsoii made a deter- 
mined but unsueccssful assault. On tbc 
night of tbe ‘2d of July Sherman com- 
menced moving ids army by Hiei iglit flank, 
and on the moruiug of tbe 3d fo.ind tliat 
tbe enemy, in consequence of this move- 
ment, bad abandoned Kenesaw and re- 
treated across tbc Cbattaboocbie. 



that bc'coiild before daylight on Monday! } General Sherman remained on Hie Chat 
He was off j-romjitly to time, and I may | fohoochie to give bis men rest and get 



army 

corps to co*oj)crate with General Banks’ 
cxi>etlition on Ked River, and reached Arka- 
deiphia on tbe 2bth. Ou the 10th April, 
after driving the euemy before him, he was 
I joined near Elkin's ferry, iu Washita 
county, by General Thayer, who had march- 
ed from I’ort Alter flcvcral severe 

skirmishes, in which the enemy was defeat- 
ed, (ieuerul Steele ivaclicd Camden, which 
he occupied about the middle of April. 

On learning the defeat and consequent re- 
treat of General Banks on Ked river, and 
I the loss of one of hU oum trains at Mark’s 
I mill, in Dallas county. General Steele dc- 
’ tenuined to fall back to the Arkansas river. 

Uc loll Camden on the 20th of April, and 
! reached Little Koek ou the 2d of May. On 
' the 30th A|>ril the enemy attacked him 
while crossing Saline river at Jenkins's 
ferry, but was repulsed with considerable 
loss. Oiu' loss was about 000 iii killed, 

I wounded, und prisoners. 

Major General Canby, who had been as- 
I signed to the command ol the “military di- 
j vijiiou of west Mississippi," was therefore 
I directed to send the 19Ui army corps to join 
I the armies operating against Riehuiond, aud 
I to limit the remainder of his command to 
' such operations as might be necessary to 
; hold the positions uad lines of commuuica- 
. tious he then occupied. 

■ Before starting General A. J. Smith's 

■ troops back to Sherman, General Canby 
seutap.irtof it to dispei-sc a force of the 
enemy that was collecting near llio Missis- 
sippi river. General Sniilu met and defeated 

. this lorce near LaisO Chicot ou tho 5th of 
June. Our loss was about 40 killed aud 70 
. wounded. 



** Yonr «>r Oololior 10 X)oe£ it 

not look aa if Hood was goinz to attempt the lavu- 
Moo of Tennessee, using Uie Mobile aud Ohio end 
Meiiipbis aud Charlesioo roads to supply bis base 
on tbc Tennessee river, about Florence or Decatur? 
If be doestbis be ought to be met aud preveuted 
from getting norib of the Tcoucesee river. If you 
were to cut loo&e, I do not believe you would meet 
Hood’s army, bnt wonid be bushwhacked by all the 
old men, IvtUe boys, and such railroad Lu.ards as uro 
still left at home, flood w*ould probably biriUcfor 
NosbvlUe, thinking that by going north he could 
luflict greater daumge npou us Ihun wc could upon 
the rebels by going soulii. If there is any way of 
gettiug at Hood’s aruiy 1 woulri prefer that; bat 1 
must trust to your own Judgment. i hnd I shall 
not bo able to Si'ud o force from here to act with you 
on Saturday. Your movements, therefore, uili l>c 
independent of roinc; at least until tho /all or Hlch- 
raond takes place. I am afraid Thomas, with ench 
Itnea of road as he bos to protect, could not prevent 
Hood from going north. With >\ iison turned loose, 
with all your cavalry, yon will find the rebels put 
muck more on the defensive Uitm heretofore. 

“U. P. GKANT, Lieut. Ucncral. 

“MaJ. Gen. W. T. Eubruax.” 

“Kinostoic,Ga., October 11— ll a.ji. 

“Hood moved bis army from Palmetto Stotlon 
across by Dallas and Cedartown.and Is now on tho 
(h> 06 a nrer, south of UoTuc. He threw one corps 
on my road at Acwortb, and I was lorcod to follow. 
I hold Atlanta with the ibth corps, and have strong 
detachments along my line. This reduces my .ic- 
live force to a comparatively siimH army. Wc cr-n- 
not remain here on the dcrensivo. With the 
men, and the bold cavalry he has, he cau constantly 
break my roads. I would Infinitely preier to ini-ke 
a wreck of tbe road, and of the country from (.'hat- 
tacooga to Atlanta, including the Latter city- s.-nd 
back all luy wounded and worthless, and. with my 
etTectlvc army, move through Georgia, r.mDiihing 
thinn. to tbe sea. Hood may turn into Tenm ssoe 
and Kentucky, but I believe be will be rorcedto 
follow me. Instead of my being on tbc dofonslvc. I 
would be on tbe ofi'ensive: Inricad of guesdng at 
what he means to do, he would have to gucM at my 
plans. The difference In war Isfiill tweuiy-five j'cr 
cent. I can make Savannah, Charleston, or tho 
month of the Chnttahoocbie. 

“Answer quick, as I know we will not have the 
telegraph long. 

“ W. T. SIIERMAX, Major G oncral. 

“Llcnt.Gcn.QBAKT.” 

" City Point, Va., October II, 1881— 11:30 p. u. 

“ Tour dispatch of to-day received. If you arc 
■ ‘ * made. 



satisfied the trip to the scu-coast can be inacfe, hold- 
ing the line of the Tenocsseo river firmly, you may 
make It, destroying all Ihe railroad south ot Dalton 



or Chattanooga, ns you think best. 

“ IT. S. GHANT. Lieut. GcnernL 

“ Major Gen. W. T. Surbman.” 

It was the original design to liold Atlanta, 
and by getting tliroughto the coubL, with u 
garrison left on the Southern railroads lead- 
ing east and west through Georgia, to ef- 
fectually sever the east irom the west. Iu 
other words, cut the would-bc Coul'cderacy 
in two again, as it had been cut once by our 
gaining jiossession of the Mississippi river. 
Geneml Sherman's plan virtually efl'ecled 
this object. 

General Sherman commenced at once his 
preparations for his proposed movement, 
keeping his army in position in tbe mean 
time to watch Hood. Becoming salislicd 
that Hood had moved westward Irom Gads- 
den across Sand Mountain, Gcucnil Sher- 
man sent the 4th corps, Major General 
Stanley commanding, and the 23d corps, 
Major General Seholield commanding, back 
to (Jhatlanoo^'to report to Major General 
Thomas, at Kiishvillc, whom he liad jilaccd 
in command of the troops of his milUary di- 
vision, save Ihe four anny corps aud cavalrv 
division he designed to move with tiivough 
Georgia. With the troops thus left at iiis 
disposal, there was little doubt that (iOL- 
eral Thomas could hold the line of tbc Ten- 
nessee, or in tbe event Hood should force K, 
would be able to couceutratc nnd beat him 
in battle. It was therefore re:ulily cou- 
sented to that Sherman should start for tlie 
scu-coast 

Having concentrated his troops at Atlnnta 
by the 14th of Noveiuber, he commenced 
h)8 march, threatening both Augusta and 
Macon. His coming-out point could not 
be dclinitely fixed. Having to gather h s 
subsistence as lie marched through the 
country, it was not impossible that a force 
inferior to his own migiit compel him to 
head for such point as he could rca' h, in- 
stead of such as he might* prefer. Tho 
blindness of the enemy, liowever, in ignor- 
ing his movement, and sending Hood's 
army, the only considerable force he had 
west of Kicbmond aud cast of the ^lissis- 
sippi river, northward on an offensive cam- 
paign, left the whole country open, uud 
Sherman’s route to his owu choice. 

How that campaign w;is conducted, how 
little opposition was met with, the condi- 
tion of the country through which the ar- 
mies passed, the capture ol Fort McAllister, 



here add tliat the result was such that I 
have never since deemed it necessary to 
visit General Sheridan before giving him or- 
ders. 

[ Early on the morning of the 19th General 
Sheridan attacked General Early at the 
Opequan creek, and after a most sanguinary 
! aud bloody battle, lasting until 5 o'clock in 
the evening, defeated him with heavy loss, 
carrying his entire position from Opequan 
creek to Winchester, capturing several 
thousand prisoners and five picfjes of artil- 
lery. The enemy rallied and mode a stand 
in a strong position at Fisher’s Hill, where 
he was attacked and again defeated with 
heavy loss on the 20th. Sheridan pursued 
him with great energy through Harrisun- 
; burg, Staunton, and the gaps of the Blue 
Ridge. After stripping tiie upper valley of 
most of the supplies und provisions for the 
rebel army, he returned to Strasburg, and 
took iKisition on the north side of Cedar 
creek. 

Having received considerable reinforce- 
ments, (Teneral Early again returned to tbc 
valley, and on the 9th of October his caval- 
ry encountered ours near Strasburg, where 
the rebels were defeated, witli the lo.ss of 
eleven pieces of artillery and 850 prisoners. 
On the night of the 18th the enemy crossed 
the mountains which sc])aratcd the branches 
of the Shenandoah, forded tbe north fork, 
and early on tbe morning of Uie 19th, uu- 
der cover of the darkness and the fog, sur- 
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stores until the 17th of July, when ho re- 
sumed his operations, crossed the Cbaltu- 
hoochie, destroyed a large portion of tbc 
railroad to Augusta, and drove the enemy 
back to Atlanta. At this jJacc General 
Hood succeeded General Johnston in Com- 
mand of the rebel army, and assuming the 
offensive-defensive policy, made several se- 
vere attacks upon Sherman in the vicinity 
of Atlanta, the most desperate and deter- 
mined of which was ou the 2'Jd of July. 
About 1 P. M. of this day the brave, accom- 
plished, and noblc-hcarted McPherson was 
killed. General Loguu s’acceeded liim, and 
commanded tbe amiy of the Teunessco 
through this desperate buttle, and until he 
was superseded hy Major-(ieueral Howard, 
on the 20th, with the same success and 
ability that had characterized him iu the 
command of a corps or division. 

In all these attacks the enemy was re- 
pulsed with great loss. Finding it impos- 
sible to entirely invest the pl.ace, Gen. Sher- 
man, after securing his line of commu- 
nications across the Chatlahoochic, 
moved bis main force round by the 
enemy’s left flank upon Uie Montgomery 
and Macon roads, to draw the enemy from 
bis fortifications. In this he succeeded, and, 



In the latter part of July General Canby | on the Savannah river, and the occupation 
... - ^ with , of Savannah on the 21st of December, arc all 
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sunt Major (iuncral Gordon Granger, 
bueli forces as be could collect, to co-operate 
witli Admiral F^rragut against tbe defenses 
of Mobile bay. On Hie 8tb ol August Fort 
Gaines sun'endered to tbe combined naval 
and land lorces. Fort Powell was blown up 
and abandoned. 

On tbe Util Fort Morgan was invested, and 
after a severe lioiiibaidment surrendered 
on tbe CSrd. Tlie total captures amouut- 
ed to 1,404 prisoners, and 181 pieces of 
artillei^'. 

About tbc last of August, it lieing report- 
ed that tbe rebel (ieucral Price, with a 
force of about 10,000 men, bad readied 
Jac-Usonjxirt, eu bis way to invade -Mis- 
souri, General A. J. Smitli’s coijuuand, 
Hicn cu route from Meiiijibis to join 
Bberman, was ordered to Missouri. A cav- 
alry force was also, at tbe same time, sent 
from Memjiliis, under command of Colonel 
Winslow. This made General Rosecrans’ 
forces superior to those of Price, and no 
doubt ivas entertained lifc would be able to 
check Price and drive liim back, while the 
forces under General Steele, in Arkansas, 
On tbc 28tli day 



clearly set forth in General Sbcrinaii's ad- 
mirable report. 

Soon after General Sherman .commenced 
bis march from Atlanta, two cxjieditions, 
one from Baton Rouge, I.ouisiana, ami one 
from Vicksburg, Mississijqii, were sfrirted 
b^ General Canby to cut tlic enemy’s line 
of communication witli Molille uud detain 
troojis in tliat field. General Foster, com- 
manding Department of tbe South, also 
sent an expedition, via Broad river, to do- 
stroy the railroad betwecn'Cbarlcston and 
Savannah. The expedition from Vicksburg, 
uiffier command of Brevet Brigadier-Gen- 
eral E. D. Osbaud (Colonel Sel United Slates 
colored cavalry), captured on tbe 27tb oi 
November, and destroyed tbe Mississippi 
Central Railroad bridge and trestle-work 
over Big Black river, near Canton, Hiirty 
miles ot tbe road und two locomotives, be- 
sides large amounts of stores. The cxjjc- 
dition from Baton Rouge was without fa- 
vorable results. Tlic exjjeditiou from the 
Department of the South, under t!ie imme- 
diate command of Brigadier-General John 
P. Hatch, consisting of about live Hiousand 
men of all arms, iucliidiiig a brigade from 
tbe iiatT, Jiroceeded up broad river and 
, i’ A nA... ,1... 29th 



won. d cut off ills retreat 

a iu — , of September Price attacke<I Pilot Knob and ^ 

after defeatin” tiie cncinv near Rough and forced tbc garrison to retreat, and thence debarked at Boyd’s Neck on Ibe 
Readv Jonesboro’, and Lovejoys, forcing moved north to Uie Missouri river, and con- , of November, from where it iiiotia to 
him to retreat to tbe south, on the 2d of ’“...“ i — *i“>i fjn,,. 

September occupied Atlanta, the objective 
point of his campaign. 



tiuucd up that river towards Kansas. Geu- ; strike the railroad at Grahamsvillc. At 
cral (Jui tis, commanding department of Houey Hill, about three miles irom Gra- 
Kansas, immediately collected such forces hamsville, the enemy was found and at- 



lacked in a stronglv-fortiflcd position, 
Ivliich resulted, after severe fighting, in our 

■ pulse, witli • loss of 740 iu killed, wound* 

' d and missing. During the uighi General 

ulcii witiidruw. On the 0th ol December 
L encral foster obtained a position covering 
file Charleston and Savannah Railroad, be* 
veeu the Coosawhatchie and Tulilinny 
i . i*ers. 

.Ilood, instead, of following Sherman, 
fjntinucd his move northward, which 
'cmed to me to.be leading to his certain 
loom. At all events, liad i liad the power 
. comra.md both ^rmies, I should not have, 
hanged the ordcre under which he seemed 
f) be acting. On the Sfilh of October the 
J Jvance of Ilood's army attacked tlie garri- 
lion at Decatur, Alabama, but failing to car- 
1-y the place, withdrew towards Courtland, 
and succeeded, in the face ol our cavuliy, iu 
-Ifecting a lodgment on lire north side of 
he Tennessee river, near i''lorencc. On the 
'ith I' orrest reached thu Tennessee at Fort 
eimaii, and captured a gunboat and three 
usports. On the 2d of November lie 
lantcd batteries above and below John.s_on- 
'dle, on the opposite side of the river, iso- 
lating three gunboats and eight transports, 
■fa the 4th tlie enemy opened his batteries 
atnon the place, and was replied to Irom the 
‘‘Oats and the garrison. The gunboats 
miiig disabled weic set on lire, as also 
the tnmsporls, to prevent their falling 
' hands of the enemy. About a mil- 
.1 a half dollars’ worth of stores and 
j,p'erty on the levee and in slorehousos 
^as consumed by lire. On tire flili the cue- 
disappeared and crossed to the north 
[le of the Tennessee river, above Johnson- 
I.C, moving towards Clifton, and subse- 
f.nlly joined Hood. On the night of the 
Ocucral Schofield, with tlic ad- 
llnco of the 2Sd corps, reached .Jolm- 
^mt ille, but finding the onomy gone, was 
fordered to Vulaski, and put in command of 
all the troops there, with instructions to 
1 watch the movements of Hood aud retard 
lis advance, but noltoiisk a general en- 
gagement until General Wilson could get 
iris cavalry mounted. 

On the lOtli Geueral Hood continued his 
Jvunce. (iencral Thomas, relaidiiig him 
as much as possible, fell back towards 
kNasliville for the purpose of couceiitmtiiig 
Ills conimaiid and gaming time for tlie ar- 
Mval of reiiiforcomciits. The enemy com- 
lug 111 ) with our main force, commanded by 
General Schofield, at Franklin, on theKOth, 
.isaulted our works repeatedly during the 
[ ftemoon until late at at night, Irat were in 
p.’verv instance repulsed, llis loss in tliis 
1 battle was 1,750 killed, 702 prisoners, and 
3,S00 wounded. Among bis losses were fhv 
general oflicors killed, si.x wounded, and 
one captured. Our entire loss was 2,300. 
This was tho first serious opposition Uie en- 
emy met wiUi, and 1 am satisfied was tlie fatal 
blow to all his expectations. During tliejiight 
General Schofield fell back towards Nasli- 
villc. This lelt tlic field to the enemy — not 
lost by battle, but voluntarily abandon- 
ed— so that General Thonus’s whole force 
might be brought together. The enemy 
followed up and commenced the ostiililish- 
ment of his line in front of Nachvillc on 
tho 2d of December. 

As soon as it was ascoriaiued that Hood 
was crossing the Tennessee river, aud that 
Price was going out of Missouri, General 
Rosccrar.s was ordered to send to General 
Thomas the troops of General A. .1. Smith’s 
command aud such other troops os he 
could spare. The advance of this rein- 
forcement rcimlied Nashville on the 30lh of 
November. 

On the morning of the 1.5th of December 
General Thomas attacked Hood in position, 
and, iu a battle lasting two days, deleatetl 
• and drove him from the field in the utmost 
Iconfusion, leaving iu our Hands most of liis 
[artillery and many tliousand pjisouers, in- 
cluding four general officers. 

Before tlic battle of Nashville I grew very 
■^^atient over, as it mipeared to me, the 
uwicccssary delay. 'Tliis impatience was 
increased upon li aiming that the enemy had 
scuta force of cavalry across the Cumber- 
land into Kentucky. I feiired Hood would 
cross his whole army and give us great 
trouble there. After urging upon Gciicr.il 
Thomas the necessity of immediately as- 
-umiug the olfcnsivc, I started west to su- 

■ rlntend mattei-s there in person. Ucaeh- 
g Washington city, I received General 
homas’s dispatch announcing his attack 

•pon the enemy, and the result as fur as the 
attle progressed. I was delighted. All 
ears and a pprehensiouf were dispelled. lam 
not yet satisfied but that Gen. Thomas imme- 
diately upon the appcar.ince of Hood before 
-ilashville, and before he had lime to fortify, 
^loiild have moved out with his whole force 
.d given him battle, instead of waiting to 
■mount his cavalry, which delayed him un- 
the inclemency of the weather made it 
.mpracticrhlc to attack earlier than he did. 
But Ids final defeat of Hood was so com- 
plete that it will be accepted as a vindication 
of that distinguished olncer’s judgment. 
After ilood's defeat at Nashville, he re- 
peated, closely pursued by cavalry and iii- 
faiitiy, to the Tennessee river, being forced 
to abandon many pieces of artillery and 
most of ills transportation. On tlic2Sth of 
December our advance forces ascertained 
that ho Iiad made good his cscaite to the 
south side of the river. 

About tliis time, tho rains having set in 
heavily in Tennessee and North ATabama, 
making it difficult to move army transporta- 
tion and artillery. General Tliomas stopped 
the pursuit by his main force at the Tennes- 
see river. A small force of cavalry under 
■'■'elom.l W. I. I>ntT:icr, fleCMnitn laiius.vnri- 
nia volunteers, continued to follow Hood for 
some distance, c<apturing considerable trans- 
tation and the cuemy^s pontoon bridge. 
The details of these operations will be found 
clearly set forth in General Thomas’ re- 
port. 

A cavalry expedition, under Brevet Major 
G .neral Grierson, started from Memphis on 
c 21st of December. On the 2.5Ui he sur- 
ised and captured Forrest’s dismounted 
mp at Verona, Mississippi, on the Mobile 
d Ohio railroad, destroyed the railroad, 
teen cars loaded with wagons and pon- 
ons for Hood’s army, 4,000 new English 
rbines, and large amounts of public 
ores. On tlic morning of the 28tli lie at- 
ickcd and captured a force of the enemy 
t Egj pl, and destroyed ii train of fourteen 
ars; thence turning to tlie southwest, ho 
ruck tlic Mississippi C’eutral railroad at 
•A’inona, destroyed the factories and large 
amounts of stores at Bankston, and the 
Tnachiue shops and public property at 
Grenada, arriving at Vicksburg, .Tan. 6. 

Hiring these operations in Middle Ten- 
nessee, tlic enemy, with a force tinder Gen- 
eral Brcekimidge, entered East Teniiesseg. 
On tho 13th of November lie attacked Gen- 
eral Gillem, near Morristown, capturing his 
arli'.lcry and several hundred prisoners. 
Gillem, with what was left of liis command, 
retreated to Knoxville. Following nfi his 
success, Breckinridge moved to near Knox- 
a 1 , but withdrew on the 18th, lolloaved by 
' ral Ammen. Under the directions of 
General Tliomas, General Stoncman concen- 
trated tlie commands of Generals Burbridge 
aud Gillem near Bean’s Station, to openitc 
against Breckinridge, aud destroy or drive 
him into Virginia — destroy the salt-works 
at Saltvillo, and the railroad into Virginia 
as lar as lie could go without endangering 
his command. On the 12th of Dccumocrhc 
commenced his movement, capturing and 
dispersing the eiieniy’s forces wlierever he 
met them. On the ioth he struck the ene- 
my, under Vaughn, at Marion, completely 
routing and pursuing him to Wytheville, 
cajituring all his artiilery, trains and 108 

{ irisouei's; and destroyed Witlicvilic, witli 
ts stores and sup|ilics, and tlio extensive 
load works near there. Keturniug to Mari- 
on, he met a force under Breckinridge, con 



and the batterlca cnardlna the entrance to the 

river, then ihc troopK Kliould intxench IhcmKclveii 
and, by co-oporalln* wUh the navy, effect Ihe re- 
dnoltonaod capture of those placea. These in our 
hands, the navy could cnlur the harbor, and tho 
port of Wllrafufelon would be scaled. Should Fort , 
F tbher and the point of land on which it la built fall I 
into the hands of our troops Immediately on- land- I 
inc, then it will be woith the attempt fo capture ! 
tVilmlnefon by a forced march and tiorprise. U | 
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time la conaumed In palainff the first object of the 
uxpudillon, Uie second will 
ttflor consideration- 



become a matter lor 



cle 



eisting, among other troops, of the garrison 
of SaliviUe,'tUat had started in pursuit. He 
at once made arrangements to uttack it the 
nest inoruing: but morning found Breckin- 
ridge gone. 11c moved directly to yaltvllle 
am? destroyed the extensive salt works at 
that place, a large amount of stores, and 
■‘apt ured eight pieces of artillery. Having 
•lus successfully executed his instructions, 
j returned General Burbridge to Lexington 
...d General Gillem to Knoxville. 

'Vilniington, N. C., was the most import* 
sea-coust port letl to the enemy througii 
•v»iich to get supplies from abroad and send 
tton and other products out by blockade- 
mers, besides being a place of ^rcat 
fftrilegic value. The navy luid been mm;ing 
imious exertions to seal the harbor of 
Imingtou, but witti only [>artial ettect. 
he nature of the outlet to Gape Fear river 
''OS such that it required wateliing for so 
great a disUmcc that without ■posscsNlon of 
the land north of New Inlet, or Fort Fisher, 
it was impossible for the navy to entirely 
■ • the harbor agaiust the cutrauce of 
adc*ruimcrs. ‘ 

'secure the possession of this land rc* 

U tlie co-oi>cratio!i of a land force, I 
•oh I agreed to furnish. Immediately j 
amcncca the assemblage in Hampton 
ads, under Admiral D. D. Porter, of the | 
ost formidable armada ever collected for 
ncentraiion ujwn one given point. This 
•cessjirily attracted the attention of tlie 
neiny, as well as that oX the loyal Norlli ; 
nd through the imprmlcnce of the public 
•rc83, and very likely of oflicers of both 
^ranches of the service, the exact object of 
the expedition became a subject of common 
discussion in the newspapers, both North 
and South. The enemy, thus warned, pre- 
pared to meet it. Tiiis caused a postpone- 
ment of the expeditiou until tho bttcr part 
of November, when, being again called 
ui>on by lion. G. V. Fox, Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Navy, I agreed to furnish the 
men required at once, and went myself, in 
company with Major General Butler, to 
Hampton Roads, where we had a eoufereuce 
with Admiral Porter as to the force required 
and Uic time of starting. A lorcc of 0,500 
men was regarded as suflleicnt. The time 
of starting was not definitely arranged, but 
it was thought all would bo ready by the 
'' M of December, if not before. Leariiing, 

II the both of November, that Bragg had 
nc to Georgia, taking with him most of 
-he forces about Wilmington, I deemed it 
of the utmost importance that the expedi- 
tion should reach its destiifhtion before 
the return of Bragg, and directed Major 
General Butler to niake all an*angcnicnt9 
for the departure of Major (ieueral IVeitzel, 
who had been designated to command the i 
laud forces, so that tho navy might not be 
detained one moment. 

On the 6tii of December the following in- 
stniclions were given : 

City Poikt, Va., December 6, is&l. 

‘‘Orn'KBAl: The first object of the expeditiou un- 
der Uenera! Wdtzel Is to close to the enemy the ; 
port m WilinliiKtou. If snccessfnl in tills, the sec- 
ond will be tliQ ciipturc of Wilmlntton llsolf. There . 
are rec.-iomiblo ^rronuds to hope ror kucccsj*. if ad- 
can be (ttken of the absence of the Kroaler 
AAf t. of the enemy’s forces now looking after Slier- 

S tm In (leorpift. Tbc directions you have given for 
le numbers and equipment of the expedition are 
sU iik:h1, exci'pt lii the unimportant matter of 
V re they embark and the ainonut of Inlrvncbine 
oo!« to he taken. The object of the expedition will 
hr pained by elTcctinp A landing on Die main land, 
between Capo Fear and the Atlantic, north of tho 
Tiorth entrance to the river. {Should such landing , 
be Eff ected whilst the enemy &UU holds Fort Fisher 



'fho details for execution are intrusted to you 
ahd tho oihccr immedlalcly in command of the 
troops. 

"jjhould the troops under General 'WeUzcI fall to 
efrOcl a landing at or near Fort Ffiher, tho will be 
retnmed to the armies operating against Hichmoud 
without delay. U. GKANT, 

Lieutenant General. 

“ M{\jor General B. F. Bctler.” 

General Buticr commanding the army 
from which the troops were ttUvcn for this 
enterprise, and the territory within which 
they werejo operate, military courtesy re- 
quired thai all orders and instructions 
should go through liim. They were so sent; 
but General Weitzcl has since ollicially in- 
formed me that he never received the fore- 
going instructions, nor was he aware of 
tlicir exislcnce until he re ad General But- 
ler’s published otfieial report of the Fort 
Fisher failure, with my indorsement and pa- 
pers accompanying it. I had no idea ot 
General Butler’s accompanying the expedi- 
tion until the evening before it got otT from 
Bermuda Hundreds, and then dul not dream 
but tlint (iencral Weitzel hud received all 
tlic instructions, aud would be in command. 

I rather formed the idea that General Butler 
was actuated by a desire to witness tho ef- 
fect of tho explosion of the powder-boat. 
The expedition was detained several days at 
Hampton Roads awaiting tlic loatling of the 
powder-boat. 

The importance of getting the Wilming- 
ton cxiieditiou oil’ without delay, with or 
without tbe powder-boat, had been urged 
upon Genenil Butler, and he advised so to 
notify Admind Porter. 

The cxjiedition dually got off on the loth 
of December, and arrived at tlie place of 
rendezvous, olf New Inlet, near Fort Fisher’ 
on the evening of the 15lh. Admiral Por- 
ter arrived on the evening of the 18tb, hav- 
ing put in at Beaufort to get ammunition 
for the monitors. The sea becoming rough, 
making it difficult to land troops, aud the 
supply of water and coal being about ex- 
hauswd, the transport fleet put back to 
Beauiort to replenish ; this, with the state 
of the weather, delayed the return to the 
place of rendezvous until the 24th. The 
powder-boat was cxi)lodcd on the morning 
of the 24th, before the retam of (jencrol 
Butler from Beaufort ; but it w'ould seem, 
from the notice taken of it In the Southern 
newspapers, that the enemy were never en- 
lightened as to the object of Uxe explosion 
until they were informed by the Northcni 
press. • 

On the 25th a landing was effected with- 
out opposition, andarcconnoissance, under 
Brevet Brigadier-General Curtis, pushed up 
towards the fort. But before receiving a 
full rei)ort of this rcconnoissance, General 
Butler, in direct violation of the instruc- 
tions given, ordered the re-embarkation of 
the troops aud the return of the expedi- 
tion. 

Tlie re-embarkation was accomplished by 
the morning of tho 27th. 

On the return of the expedition, olHccrs 
and men — among them Brevet Major-Gene- 
ral (then Brevet Brigadier-(Jeneral) M. R. 

Curtis, First Lieutenant G. W. Ross, 

regiment Vermont volunteers, Firet Lieu- 
tenant Geo. W. Walling, and Second Lieu- 
tenant Geo. Simpson, 14^d New York vol- 
unteers — voluntarily reported to me that 
when recalled they were nearly into tho 
fort, and, in their opinion, it could have 
been taken without much loss. 

Soon alter the return of tbe expedition, 

I received a dispatcli from the Secretary of 
the Navy, and a letter from Admlml Porter, 
informing me that the fleet was still off 
Fort Fisher, and expressing the conviction 
that, under u proper leader, the place could 
bo taken. The natural supposition with 
me was that, when the troops abandoned 
tho expedition, the navy would do so also. 
Finding it had not, however, I answered on 
the SOin of December, udvisiug Admiral 
Porter to hold on, aud that I would send a 
force and make another attempt to take 
tho [jlace. This time I selected Brevet 
Miijor-Generai (now Miyor-Geueral) A. U. 
Terry to command the expedition. The 
troops composing It consisted of the same 
that composed the former, with Ihc ad<li- 
tion of a small brigade, numbering about 
1,500, and a small siege train. Tlic latter it 
was never found necessary to land. 1 coin- 
imiuicatcd direct to the commander of the 
expedition the following Instructions: 

“City Poi^t. Va., Janaary S, 1868. 

“Grkerai. : The expedition intrnsted to yonr 
command has been filti-d out to renew the attempt 
to capture Fort FiRhcr.X.C., and WllmInKton nlll- 
luaiely, if the fort lalls. You will, then, proceed 
with as little delay as possible to the naval de(*t off 
Cape Fear river, and report tho arrival ol youraeli 
and roimnnml to Admiral D. X). Porter, command- 
iuz North Atlantic blockading squadron. 

*Mt is exceedingly desirable that the most com- 
plete uud.TEtandlu'4 should exist between yourself 
an<l the naval commander. I suainrst, therefore' 
that you consult with Admiral Porter freely, and 
'^et from him the part to be performed by each 
branch of the public si-rvicc, so that there may be 
unity of action. It would be well to have the whole 
programme laid down in writing. 1 have served 
witli Admiral i'orler, and know that you can rely 
on his Judgment and his nerve to undertake what he 
pri^osci. I would, therefore, deler to him as much 
ti£ is consistent with your own responsibllttlcH. The 
first object to be attained is to getn firm position on 
the epltol land on which Fort Fisher is ouiU, from 
which you can operate nxftla^thatCort, Tou want 
to look to the ui recei\Ia^ T****** *m|w 

piles, and to deleadlDK yourself at^ainst superior 
lorccs 84-nt against you by any of the avenues irfi 
tTj the enemy. U such a poeiilon can be ob- 
tained, the sie^c of Fort Kishcr will not be aban- 
doned until its reduction is accyomplished or anoth- 
er plan of caDipai;;Q is ordered from these head- 
qaurtars. 

“ Mv own views arc that. If rou effect a landing, 
the nav}* on^ht to run a portion of their fleet into 
Cape Fear river, while the balance of it operates ou 
the out^ide. Land forces cannot invest Fort Fisher, 
or cut it off from supplies or reinforcements, while 
the river !.'< in possesNion of the enemy. 

“Able^ro train will be loaded on vessels and sent 
to Fort Mouroc, in readiness to be sent to you If 
rt-qnlred. All other supplies cun be drawn from 
Beaufort as you need th<*m. 

“ Keep tlm vessels with yon until your position is 
assured. 'I^en yon find they can be spared, send 
them back, or such of Uiem as you can spare, to 
Ftnt Monroe, to report for orders. 

*• In ca.so of /allure to effect a landloK, bring your 
command back to Beaufort, and report to fneae 
headci^i tm'S for furUier instructions. You will not 
deburK at Beaufort until so directed. 

“ General Sheridan ha.« been ordered to send a di- 
vision of troops to BHltimore, and place them on 
sea-going vesBCls. These troops will be brought to 
Fort Monroe and kept there on the vessels until 
you are heard from, hbould you require them they 
will be scut to you. 

“U. P. GRANT, Lieutenant (General. 

“ Brevet Major General A. H. Trrby.” 

Lieutenant Colonel C. B. Comstock, aide- 
de-camp (now brevet brigadier general), who 
! accompanied the former expedition, was as- 
nigued in orders as chief engineer to this. 

It will be seen that tliese instructions did 
not differ materially from those given for 
the first expedition; and that in neither in- 
stance was there an order to assault Fort 
Fisher. This was a matter left entirely to 
tho discretion of the commanding officer. 

The expedition sailed from Fort Monroe 
ou the morning of the (ith, arriving on the 
icndezvous, off Beaufort, on the 8th, where, 
owiug to tiic difficulties of the weather, it 
lay until the inoniing of the 12lh, when it 
get under way and reached its destination 
that evening. Undercover of the fleet the 
disembarkation ul the troops commenced 
on tbc morning of the Ifltb, and by 3 o’clock 
r. M. was eoinpletcd without loss. On the 
14th a rcconnoissance was pushed to within 
five Imiidrcd yards of Fort Fisher, and a 
small advance work taken possession of and 
turned iuto a dcfcn.sivc line against any at- 
tempt tliat might be made trom the fort. 
This rcconnoissance disclosed the fact tliat 
the front of the work liad been seriously in- 
jured by the navy fire. In tho aflcmoon of 
the 15th the fort was assailed, and after 
most desperate lighting was cai>turcd with 
Us entire garrison aud annamcuL Thus 
was secureu, by tbc cotnbmed eflbrts of the 
navy and army, one of the most iiui>oi*taiit 
successes of tlie war. Our loss was — killed, 
110; wounded, 530. Ou the 10th aud 17th 
the enemy abandoned and blew up Fort 
Caswell and the works on Smith’s island, 
which were immediately occupied by us. 
This gave us entire control of the mouth of 
the Cape F ear river. 

At my request Major General B. F. Buticr 
was relieved, aud Major General E. O. C. 
Ol d assigned to the command of Uic depart- 
ment of Virginia aud North Carolina. 

The del’enbc of the line of the Tennessee 
I no longer requiring tlic force which had 



“If rolling slock is not scenred In thccaplureof 
WUmlDgtou, it can be supplied fiom Washin^on. 
A large force of railroad ineu have already been 
sent to Beaufort, and other mechanics will go to 
Fort Fisher in a day or two. On this point X have 
Informed yon by telograph. 

“IT. P. GliANT, Lieutenant-General. 

‘Major-General J. M. Schofieu).” 

Previous to giving these Instnictions I 
had visited Fort Fisher, accompanied by 
General Schofleld, for the 
for myself the 

sonally conferring with Gencrar Tcii’y 
Admiral Porter as to what was best to be 
done. 

Anticipating the arrival of Gencr.il 
Shennan at Savannah — liis army entirely 
foot-loose. Hood being then before Nashville 
Tennessee, tbc Southern railroads destroyed, 
so that it would take several months to 



answer, the following telegram was sent 
him: 



“ City Poi.vt. Va.. February 25, 1P63. 

“ Gexeral: Shcrnian’-# movcinenU »IU aopco 
on the amount oi'oi^oMirioD he meets with Aom the 



when the enemy was driven itack with a line, capturing guns and prisoners, but was 
heavy loss in killed and wounded and l,fl00 unable to carry his inner line. General 
nriqnnr>rs Onr htPR wn« iw 0^7 Sheridan being advised of the condilion of 



prisoners. Our loss was 08 killed, 3G7 
i^doprod wounded and 506 missing. General Meade 
* at once ordered the other corjw to advance 



enemy. .If fitronclyopp06Cd.be moy poitelbly have rLi ^ i • i»^uu%ancc 

to fall back to Georccion*n, C., nna fit out for a and feel the enemy in their respective 



new htart. X UiJnk, however, all danger for tho ne 
ccbfiity of goiug to that point has pat«cd. X believe 
ho ha# passed charlotte. lie may lake X'ayeltfvlllc 



eld, fertile piirnoBC ofscclnc i ontilswajrioOoldsboro If youre 
‘ you wUlluivc to be truided in y< 
condition of tiling, and per- ^ mcnls by the iniomiation you obta 
ring with General Tern’ and could posMMy reach Sherman, 1 1 



beaten aud nearly destroyed tbe only army 
threatening it, I determined to find other 
fields of operation for General Thouuxs’ sur- 
plus trooi)s — fields from wiiich Uicy would 
co-operate with other movciuents. General 
Tliomas was therefore directed to collect all 
troops, not essential to hold his communi- 
cations at Eastport, in readiness for orders. 
.On the 7th of January General Thomas was 
directed, if lie was assured of the dejiarture 
of Hood south from Corinth, to send Gen- 
eral Sclioficld with his corps cast with as 
little delay as possible. This direction was 
promptly complied with, and the advance 
of the corps reached Washington on the 
2Sd of the same mont'.i, whence it was sent 
to Fort Fisher, aud Newbern. On tbc 20Ui 
he was directed to send General A. J. 
Smith’s command and a division of cavalry 
to reiKirt to General Canby. By the 7Ui of 
February the whole force was en route for 
its destination. 

The State of North Carolina was consti- 
tuted into a iniiitaxy department, and Gen- 
eral Schofield assigned to command, and 
placed under orders of General Shcr- 
inan. The following instructions were 
given him : 

“City Poixt, Viroixia, .Tannarv 31, 1SQ5. 

“General : • • • Vonr movemcDU are 

intendt'd as co-operative with Slicnuaa’s through 
the States of South and Koith Carolina. The first 



re-establish a through line from west to 
east, aud regarding tlic capture of Lee's 
army as the most important operation to- 
wards closing the rebellion — I sent orders 
to General Sherman, on the 6th of December, 
tluit after establishing a base on the sea- 
coast, w’ith necessary garrison to include all 
his artillery and cavalry, to come by water 
to (iity Point with tho balance of Ids com- 
mand. 

On the 18th of December, having receiv- 
ed information of the defeat and nttcr route 
of Hood’s army by General Thomas, and 
that, owing to the great difficulty of pro- 
curing ocean transportation, it would Like 
over two mouths to transport Sherman’s 
army, and doubting whether he might not 
contribute as much towards tbc desired re- 
sult by operating from where he was, I 
wrote to him to that effect, and asked him 
for his views as to what would be best to do. 

A few day after this I received a commu- 
nication from General Sherman, of date 16th 
December, acknowledging the receipt of 
my order of the 6th, aiid informing me of 
his preparations to carry it into cfl’cct as 
soon as ho could get tmnsx>ortation. Also 
that he Iiud expected, upon reducing Savan- 
nah, instantly to march to Columbia, South 
Carolina, thence to Raleigh, and thence to 
report to me; hut that this would cousume 
about six weeks’ time after tho fall of Sa- 
vannah, whereas by sea he could jirobably 
reach me by the iniddlo of January. The 
confidence he manifested in tliis letter of 
being able to march up aud join me i>leascd 
me, and^ without waiting for a reply to my 
letter ot the 18th, I directed him, on the 
28th of December, to make i)re])aratious to 
start, as be proposed, M’ituout delay, to 
break up the railroads in North and South 
Carolina and join the nnnies operaGng 
against Richmond as soon as ho could: 

On the 21st of January 1 informed (Jeueral 
Sherman that I had ordered the 28d corps, 
Major General Schofield commanding, cast; 
that it numbered about 21,000 men ; that 
we had at Fort Fisher about 8,000 men; at 
Newbern about 4,(X)0; that if Wilmiugfton 
was captured, General Schofield would go 
there ; if not, he would be sent to Newbern ; 
that, in cither c\'cnt, all the surplus force 
at both i>oint9 would move to the interior 
towards Goldsboro', in co-opcratioii with 
his movement; that from cither point rail- 
road conimunication could be mu out ; and 
that all these troops would be subject to 
his ordem os he came into communication 
witli them. 

Ill obedience to his instructions, General 
Schofield jirocecdcd to reduce Wilmington, 
North Carolina, in co-operation with the 
navy under Admiral Porter, moving his 
forces up botii sides of the Cape Fear river. 
Fort Anderson, the enemy's main defense 
on tho west l>ank of the river, was occupied 
on tbe morning of the PJth, the enqjny hav- 
ing evacuated it after our appearauce before 
it. 

After fighting on the 20th and 21st, onr 
troopsentered Wilmington on the morning 
of the 22d, the enemy having retreated to- 
wards Goldsboro' during the uiglit. Pre- 
parations Were at onco made for a move- 
ment on (ioldsbro' in two columns — one 
from Wilmington and the other from New- 
bern— and to repair the xailrond leading 
there from each j/lace, as well us to suj)ply 
General Sherman bjr Cape Fear river, to- 
ward Fayeltovillc, if it became ncccssarj*. 
The column fi\>in Newbern was attacked on 
tbc 8lh of March at Wise’s Forks, and driv- 
en back with the loss of several hundred 
prisoners. On the lllh the enemy renewed 
his attack iqxin our intrenched* po. ition, 
but was repulsed with severe loss, and fell 
back during Iho night. On the 14th the 
Nense river Avas crossed and Kinston occu- 
pied, and on thc2lst Goldsboro' was enter- 
ed. Tlie column from Wilmington reached 
Cox’s bridge, on tbe Nense river, ten miles 
above Goldsboro', on the 22d. 

By tbc 1st of February G'cneral Sher- 
man’s whole amiy was in motion from Sa- 
vannah. He captured Columbia, 8. C., on 
tbe 17th ; thenee moved on Goldsboro, N. 
C., via Fayetteville, re.aching the latter 
place on the 12lli of March, 0 ]>cning np 
commnnication with Geneml Schofield, by 
way of Cape Fear river. On the 15tb he re- 
sumed his march on Goldsboro. Ho met a 
force of the enemy at Aveiyshoro, and, after 
a severe ligiit, detcated and compelled it to 
retreat. (5ur loss in tho engngement was 
about (XX). The enemy's loss was much 
greater. On the 18tli the combined forces 
of the enemy, under Joe Jolmston, attacked 
bis advance, at Bcntonville, capturing three 
guns and driving it back upon the main 
Tiody. General Slocum, who was in the ad- 
vance, oscortaluing that tho whole of Joim- 
bton'Bamiy was in lh<* front, arranged his 
Lfoo'ps on Uie (lei’ex^ve, fimircrr,* 

and uw ailed remlorcements, which were 
pushed forwanl. On the night of the 21st 
Uie enemy retreated to Smithfield, leaving 
his dead and wounded in our hands. From 
there Shennan continued to Goldsboro, 
which place had been occupied by Genera! 
Schofield on the 2lst (crossin" the Neuse 
river ten miles above there, at Cox’s bridge, 
where General Teny had got possession, 
and thrown a pontoon bridge, on the 22di, 
thus forming a junction with tho columns 
from Newbern and Wilmington. 

Among the important fruits of this cam- 
l>aign M as the fall of Charleston, 8. C. It 
was evacuated by the eueiny on the night of 
the 17th of Februarj', and occupied by our 
forces on tlic 18th. 

On Tbe morning of the 31st of January 
General Thomas was directed to send a cav- 
alry expedition under General Stoneman 
from East Tennessee, to penetrate Soutli 
Carolina well down towards Columbia, to 
destroy the railroads and military resources 
of tlie country, and return, if he was able, 
to East Tennessee, by way of Salisbury, 
North Carolina, releasing oni' prisoners tliciv 
if possible. Of the feasibility of this latter. 
General Stoncman was to judge. Slicrman's 
movements, I had no doubt, would attract 
tlie attention of all tho force the enemy 
could collect and facilitate the execution of 
this. General Stoncman was so late in 
making his start on this expedition, (and 
Shennan having passed out of the State of 
South Carolina^ on the 27th of February I 
directed Gen. Tliomas to change his course, 
and ordered him to repeat his raid of last 
fall, destroying the railroad towards Lynch- 
burg as far as he could. This would* keep 
him between our garrisons in East Tennes- 
see and the enemy. I regarded it not im- 
possible that in the event of the enemy be- 
ing driven from Riclimond he might fall 
back to Lynchburg and attempt a raid north 
tlirough East Tennessee. On the I4th of 
February the following communication was 
sent to General Thomas : 

“City Point, Va., February 14, 18C5. 
“Gcnoral Canby is npoparine a moYCmPiit Aom 
Mobile bay atraiotit Mobile and the interior of Ala- 
bama. Ilte force will oozuifit of about 30,000 men, 
besides A. J. Smith's command. The cavalry you 
have sent to Canby will be debarked ot Vicksburg. 

1 1. with Uie available cavalry already io Uiat section, 
will move from the eastward, fu co-operation. 
Hood’s army has been terribly reduced by tne severe 
punishment you Rave It in Tennrssee. by desertion 

eonso * ^ . - . , — ... . 

draw 

takel _ . . , _ 

wtUidrawn. It U so a>^-rted in the lUehmond pa- 
pers, and a member of Uie rebel Coneress said anew 
days since In a speech, tbatoDC-halr of it hod been 
brouijlit to South Carolina to oppose Sherman.) 
This b( ins: true, or even if it is not true, Canby's 
roovemnu will attract all tbe attention of the ene. 
my, and leave the advance Aoni your stand-point 
easy. I think it advisable, therefore, th;it yon p^'- 
pare as much of a eavalry lorce u.hvou ean snuff', 
and hold it in readiness to go Sooui. The object 
would be three-fold: first, to attract as much of tbe 
enemy's force as possible to insure success to Canby; 
second, to destroy tlie enemy's line of communica- 
tions and military resourc«-s: third, to destroy or 
capture their forces brought into the field. Tusca- 
loosa and Selma would probably be the points to 
direct the expedition against. This, however, would 
not beso inii>ort.nntas the mere tact ol penetrating 
deep Into Alabama. IMscrctlon should bo kft to the 
officer commanding the expedition to go where, ac- 
cording to the intormalion he may receive, ho will 
best secure the objects named above, 

“Now that your force 1ms been so much depleted, 
I do not know what number of men yon can put in- 
to the flelil. If not m<»re lhau 5X100 men, how’ever, 
all eavalry, I think it will be suffleient. It is not 
desirable that you should start this expedition uu- 
til the one b avmgViekRborg has beentnrec or four 
days out. or even a week. X <lo not know when it 
will start, bat will inform you by telegraph as »oon 
as 1 learn. If yon should hear through other sour- 
ces before heating from me, you cun act on the in 
formation received. 

“To lusm efiucees**. your cavalry should go with 
as little wagon tialn possible, relying upon the 
cotintry for supplies. X would also redttee the num- 
ber of gtins to a battery, or the number of btUteiies, 
aud pul the extra teams to tho guns taken. Kogans 
or caissons should be fiiken with less than eight 
horses. 

“Please Inform me by telegraph, on rccept of this, 
what force you think > on will be able to scud under 
these dli'cctions. 

“U. S. GUAKT, lieutenant General. 
“Major General G. II. Tuomas.'’ 



If yon reach I.ynchbnrg, 

' ’ in your alter move 
obtain 

possibly 

find him moving Aom Goldsboro tow 
or engaging the enemy strongly posted 
tl>e other oi these places, with vallro^ commuui- 
coitions opened from his army to Wilmlnzton or 
Kflwbcrn. V. P. GRANT. 

“lieuleoant General. 
“Major General P. II. 8 kzbii>an.'’ 

General Sheridan moved from Winches 
ter on the 27th of Febru; 



ftonts. Pushing forward they captured 
and held the enemy’s strongiy entronched 
picket line in front of the and Gth 



affairs, returned Gen. Miles to his proper 
coinmaud. Ou reachiug the enemy’s lines 
immediately surrounding Petcrsbuig, a por- 
tion of Gen. Gibbons’ corps, by a most gal- 
lant charge, captured two strong, enclosed 
works — tiic most salient and coinmauding 



'Tn' io.rAr«‘vmi prisoners. The enemy south of Petersburg — thus materially short- «.uu lu luivt; cuujgc ui tuc puonc prupreiy. 

UinkyouA^uid desperate attemi^s to retake this line, ening the line of mvestnient necessary for The remainder ol tho army immediately re- TUC COIltCSl€<l CaS6 Of Ai S. lllPTI. 

owards Raleigh. ' but without success. Our loss in front of taking m the city. The enemy south of turned to the vicinity of Burkcsvillc.. « 

these was 52 killed, 8(il wounded, and 207 Hatcher^ Run retreated westward to Suth- General Leo’s great iiifiu« uce throughout i 



to designate the proper officers to carry the 
stipulations into effect. 

“K. E. LEE, G.meral. 
“Lieuteuat Gcueml U. 8. (iRakt.” 

The command of Major (icneral Gibbon, 
the 5th army eori* under (iriffiu, and Mc- 
Kenzie's cavalry, were designated to remain 
at Apx)omaltox Court House until the parol- 
ing of tlic surrendered army was coinplefxid, 
aud lo take charge of the public proprety. 
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OFFICE OF THE LOriSVlLLE COURIER, > 
W ed.vesuav Kte.vixo. Dceeraber 6. f 
The Ineleraent weather, modily thoroughf»rcii, low 
water, dUaculllcil of navigation, and tho cnihsrgo 
on tho Naohvillo railroad have all combined to 
make a dull market. In addition the markohi 



missing. The enemy's loss in killed and 
wounded was far greater. 



erland’s station, where they were overtaken 
by Miles’ division. A severe engugement 



great iiillu< uce throughout | 
the whole soutti caused hb e.\ample to be ; 
followed, and to day the result is that Uiq 



Genera! Sherman having got his troops ensued and lasted until both his right and armies lately nuder Iffs leadership arc at 
all quietly in camp about Goldsboro’, and left flanks were threatened by the approach their homes, desiring peace and quiet, aud 
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Tiic Ohio River at Pittshurg. 



. his prej^arations for furnishing supplies to 
ary, with two di^ ^ them pcrfeetc'tl, visited meat City Foi 
<ff (»valry, numbenng about 5,(XK) • j^i^rch, ami stated 



i»cqucQt upon tb'ir d^'frat, and now by the with' 
walof niuny of tbent to oppose SbennAD. (1 
cita large portion of tbo Inruntry has boon r,i'. 



sions 

each. On the 1st of March ho secured the 
bridge, which the enemy attempted to ' 
dcstrov, across the middle fork of 
the Shenandoah, at Mount Crawford, i 
and entered Staunton on the 2<1, the 
enemy having retreated ou Wajmesboro’. i 
Thence ho pushed on to Waynesboro*, ! 
where he found the enemy in force in an 
intrenched position, under General Early. 
Without stopping to make a reconuois- 
sance, an immediate attack was made, the 
position was carried, and 1,600 jirisonors, 
llpiedesof artillery, with horses and cais- 
sons complete, 2(X) wagons and teams load- 
ed with subsistenco, and 17 batUo flags 
wore captured. The prisoners, under au 
escort of 1,500 men, were sent back to Win- 
chesttT. Tlieuce he marched on Charlottes- 
ville, destroying effectually the railroad and 
bridges as he went, which place he reached 
on tne 3d. Here he remained two days, de- 
stroying the railroad towards Richmond 
aud Lyncliburg, including the large iron 
bridges over the north aud south forks of 
the Rivanna river, and awaitin" tho arrival 
of his trains. This ucccssiu'y delay caused 
him to abandon the idi*a of capturing 
Lynchburg. On the morning of the 6th, 
dividing hU force into two columns, he 
sent one to Soottsvillc, whence it marched 
up the James River canal to New Market, 
destroying every lock, and in many jJaces 
the bank of the canal. From hero a force 
was pushed out from fhis column to Dui- 
guidsville, lo obUiin possession of the 
bridge across the James river at that jilacc, 
but failed. The enemy burned it on our 
approach. The cnciiiy also burned the 
bridge across the river at Hard wicks ville. 
The enemy moved down tho railroad to- 
ward Lynchburg, destroying it as far as 
Amherst Court House, Bixteen miles from 
Lynchburg; thence across the country, 
miitiug with the column at New ^lurkct. 
The nver being very high, his pontoons 
would not reach across it; and the en- 
emy having destroyed the bridges by 
which he hoped to cross the river 
and get ou the South Side Itailroad about 
Farmvillc, and destroy it to Apjiomattox 
Court House, the only thing left for him 
was to return to Winchester or strike a base 
at the White House. Fortunately, hcehosc 
tliC latter. From New Market he took up 
his line of march, following tho canal to- 
wards Richmond, destroying every lock 
upon it and culling the banks wherever 
practicable, to a point eight miles east of 
Goochland, concentrating the whole force 
at Coluiiibia on tho lOln. Here he rested 
one day, aud scut through by scouts in- 
formation of his whereabouts and puiq^oses, 
and a request for supplies to meet him at 
White House, which reached mo on tlie 
night of the l2ih. An infantry force was 
immediately sent to get possession of White 
flonsc, aud supplies were fonvarded. Mov- 
ing from Columbia in a direction to threaten 
Riclimond, to near Ashland Station, he 
crossed tlie Aitnas, and after having de- 
stroyed ail the bridges and iiiuny inilos of 
the railroad, proceeded down the north 
bank of the ramuuky to While House, 
w'hich place he reached on tbe 16th. 

Previous lo this the following communi- 
cation was sent to General Thomas: 

“City Point, Va., March 7, 1865—0:30 a. m. 
“General: Itlituklt will be advtaable now for 
vou to repair the rallroa<l in Kaat Tenueesce, and 
throw a good force np to BolPaGap andforfu'y Uiero. 
Supplier at KnoxTille could AlwarR be got forward 
ae required. With BuII'r Gap forUtird, you can oc- 
cupy a$ out-posts about all of Fast Teuaeasec. and 
be prepared, if It should be required of you in the 
fprinz, to make a campaign towards Lj-nchbanr, or 
into Norib Carolina. 1 do not think Stoncman 
should break the road until hu zeU Into Virginia, 
unleas it should be to cut off rolling stock that may 
be caught west of that. 

“U. 6. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 
“Major Genera! G. IX. Tiioras.’’ 

Thus it will be seen that in March, 1865, 
Gen. Canby was moving an adequate force 
against Mobile and the army defending It 
under Gcu. Dick Taylor, Thomas was 
pushing out two large and well-appointed 
cavalry expeditious — one from Middle Ten- 
nessee under Brevet Major-General Wilson 
against the enemy’s vital points in Alabama, 
the other from East Tennessee under Ma- 
jor-General Stoneman towards Lynchburg— 
aud assembling tbc remainder of his avail- 
able forces, preparatory to ollenslve opera- 
tions from East Tennessee; General Sheri- 
dan’s cavalrj’ was at White House; the 
armies of tho Potomoc and James were 
confronting the enemy under Lee iu his 
defenses of Richmond and Petersburg; 
General Siierman, with his armies, rein- 
forced by that of General Schofield, was at 
Goldsboro’; Geneinl Pope making prepara- 
tions for a spring camiiaign a^.dust the ene- 
my under Kirby Smitli iTnd Price, west of 
tXiM- XI wnd ^■/cnvnrt rfaui ucfz '"U'IIb ' 
coucentratiuff a force in the vicinity of 
Winchester, Virginia, to guard against in- 
vasion or to operate offensively, us might 
prove necesurr)'. 

Alter the long march by General Sheri- 
dan's cavalry over winter roads, it was ne- 
cessary to rest and refit at White House. 
At Ih'is lime the greatest source of uneasi- 
uess to me was the fear that the enemy 
would leave his strong lines about Petera- 
burg and Hichmoud for Ukj purj^ose of unit- 
ing with Johnston, before be was driven 
from them by battle, or I was prepared to 
make on effectual pursuit. On the 24tb of 
March General Slieridan moved from Wliite 
House, crossed tlic James River at Jones' 
Landing, and formed a junction with the 
army of the Potomac in front of Petev^urg 
on Uic 27th. During this move General Ord 
sent lorces to cover the crossings of the 
UhicahominY. 

On the 24th of March the following in- 
structions for a general movement ol the 
armies operating against Richmond were 
issued : 

“City Point, Va., March 24. 18tt. 

“General: On the 29th Instoct the armies opera- 
Mog against Richmond wilt bo moved by oarU-n lor 
the double pun> 0 M ol turnim; Uie enemy out or bis 
present position around Petersburg, and to tiniure 
tbc sQcceae of the cavalrj* under Gouerul Sheridan, 
which will start at the annie time, in Us efforts to 
reach and destroy Uie South Bide and Danville rail- 
roads. Two corps of the army of the I'otomac will 
be moved at first in two columns, taking the two 
roads crossing Hatclicr’s ran nearest where the 
present line held by us strikes tbat stream, both 
moving towards Dinwiddle Courthonsc. 

“The cavalry nodcr G«*neral Bheridan, Joined by 
Uie division now* under General Davies, ^11 move 
at the same time by the ^YcldoD road aud the Jeru- 
fMtlem plank road, turning west from the latter bu. 
fore crossing the Nottoway, and west with the whole 
column befort- reaching Stony creek. General Sher- 
idan will then move Independently, under other in- 
structions which will be given blm. All dlsmonatud 
cavalry b«iongine to the army of the Potomac, and 
the dismounted cavalry Aoin the middle mllUary 
ilIvlBlun not required for guarding property bviuug- 
Ing to their arm of service, will report to' Brigadier 
General Benbam, to be added to th^ defeiisf-s of 
City X^olnt. .Major General Parke will be U-A In 
command of nil the army U-A for holding the Ud<‘S 
about Petersburg and City Point, subiecC of coarse, 
to orders Aom the commander of the army of the 
i^otomac. The 9th army corps will be luit intact to 
hold the prestmt line of worCs so long as the whole 
line now occupied by us Is held. D, however, the 
troops to the hit of the 9th corps are wiuidrawn. 
then the lett of the corps may be throw'n back so as 
to occupy tho position held by the nruiy prior to Ihi- 
capture of the Weldon road. All troops to tbc left 
of the 9th corps will be held In reofilnebs to move at 
the shortest notice by such route as may be designa- 
ted when the order is given. 

“Gen. Ord will detach three dIvWona, two white 
and on(> colored, or so much of them as he can. 
and hold his pri>sentlin*-6.aud march for the prtsont 
left of the army of the Potomac. In the absence of 
t urtber orders, or until Airf her orders are given, the 
white divisions will follow the left coluiun of the 
army of the Potomac, and the colored division the 
right column. During the movement. Major G< n- 
eral Weltzel will be lell in coniiiiaud of all the 
forces remaining behind irom the army of tho 
.lames. 

“The movement of troops from tbc armv of the 
James will commence ou the night of the ^th Inst. 
General Ord will leave beiiind the inioiiunm udmbi 



would be ready to move, 



oint on 
tlmt be 
as be bad previ 



of General Sberidan, who was moving from 
Ford’s Station towards Petersburg, aud a 
division sent by General Meade Ifoiti tbc 
front of Petersburg, when be broke in the 



oiwly written of April, i utmost confusiou, leaving iu our bauds Ids 

: 1 ..^.1 4.:a giiujj prisoners. This force re- 

treated tbe main road along the Appo- 
mattox river. During tbc night of the 2d 
the enemy evacuated Petersburg and Rich- 
mond, aud retreated, toward Danville. On 
tbe moniing oi the 3d pursuit was com- 
menced. General Sheridan pushed for the 
Danville road, keeping near xVppomattox, 
followed by General ^fcade with the 2d and 
Cth corps, while General Ord moved for 
Burkcsville along the South Side Road ; the 



their arms are iu the hands of ourordiiauce ; 
officers. 

On the receipt of my letter of the 5th, 
General Shennan moved directly against 



Terrible Tragedy in linrlinj^ton. 



fully equipped and rationed for twenty days, 
if it should become necessary to bring liis 
command to bear against Lee’s anuy, in 
co-operation witli our forces in front of 
Kiclimond ajid Petcrsbiir". General Slicr- 
inan jiioposcd in tliis movement totkreaten 
Kaleli;;!), and tlicn, by tuniing suddenly to 
the right, reaeli I lie Roanoke at Gaston or 
thcrabonts, whence be could move on to , 
tlie Riclimond and Danville railroad, strik- J 
ing it in tbc vicinity of Burlisvillc, or join i 
tho armies operating agaiust Richmond, as 
miglit be deemed best. Tliis i>lan be was 
directed to carry into execution, if lie re- 
ceived no furtiier directions in tlic lueun- 
time. 1 explained to Itim tlte movement I 
had ordered to eomincncc on the 2!lth of 
JIareh. Tliat if it sliotild nt)t prove as cu- i 
tirely successful os I hoited, I would cut tlie 
cavalry loose to destroy tlie Dunvillc and ' 
Soutli Side railroads, and tlius deprive tlie 
enemy of further supplies, and also pre- ' 
vent tho rapid concentration of Lee’s and j 
Johnston’s armies. 

1 had spent days of anxiety lest each 
morning shonld bring the report tliat tlic 



Gen. Jolmston, who retreated rapidly on and Three Little Children Murdered. 

tlirough Raleigh, which place General Slier- , • 

man occui>ied on the inomiiur of the Uilli. ; 



!Hli coriis stretched along tliat road behind 
liim. On the 4lh General Sheridan struck 
tlie Daiivillc road near Jcttcrsville, wlierc 
lie learned that Lee was at Amelia Court 
House. He immediately intrenched liini- 
self and awaited the arrival of General 
Jleadc, who readied there the next day. 
General Ord reached Burkcsville ou the eve- 
ning of the 5th. 

On the moraing of tho 5tli I addressed 
Major (ieueral Sherman tlic following com- 
munication : 

Wilson’s Station, April 5, 1855. 

“Genek-CL: All indications now are that 
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enemy had retreated tlic night before. I Lee will attempt to reach Danrille with the 



was firinlv convinced that Sbcnuiui’s cross- 
ing tlio Hoanoke woutfl be tbo signal for 
Lee to leave. With Johnston ami him com- 
bined, a long, tedious, and exi>ensivc cam- 
paign, consuming most of the summer, 
might become necessary. By moving out I 
would put tbe army in better condition for 
pursuit, and would at least, by the destruction 
of tbe Danville road, retard the concentra- 
tion of tbe two armies of Lee and John- 
ston, and cause tho enemy to abandon much 
material tbat be niiglit otherwise save. I 
therefore determined not to delay tbc move- 
ment ordered. 

On tho night of the 27th Major General 
Ord, with divisions of tbe 24tb corps, Major 
General Gibbon commanding, and one di- 
vision of the 25th corps. Brigadier (iencral 
Birney comuuding, and McKenzie's cavalry', 
took up Ins line of March in pursuance of 
the following instructions, and reached tbe 
position assigned him near Hatcher’s run on 
the moming of the 211th. On the 28th the 
following instructions were given to Gen- 
eral Sheridan: 

“City 1’oint, Va., March 2S,1B65. 

“General: The 5lh pnuy corps will move by 
tho VauRliU road at 3 a. u. to-iuurrow* morainz. 
The 2d moves ul about 9 a. m.. having but about 
three mllca to reach the poiDt deelznaled tor it to 
take ontbe rizhtof (he Sih corps, uitcr the latter 
rcacliitut Dinwiddle Court ilouMc. Move your cav- 
alry at na curly an hour Hi) you can. aud without be- 
ing confined to any particular road or roodi. You 
rooy goout by ttie noarcat road»( in rear of tbc 5th 
corps, p:ou< by Iu lell, and. pa.si>lng near to or 
thfougb Dinwiddle, reach (he right aud rear of Ihc 
enemy as aoon as you can. His not the intention 
to attack tbo enemy in liU intrenched position, but 
to force him out, U possible, bhould he come out 
and attack us, or get himself where he can be at- 
tacked, move In with your entire force in your own 
w:iy, and with the lull reliance that tho uriny will 
engage or follow, as clrcuiii-.tanceH will dicUile. I 
shall be on the field, and will probably be able to 
communicate with yon. Should I not do so, and 
you find (bat the enemy keeps within hU main In- 
trenched line, you may cut loose and push for the 
Danville road. If yon find U pnicticable, I would 
like you to cross the South Side road, between Be* 
tersburg and Burkvsville, and destroy it to some 
extent. I would not advise much dctcLtlon, how- 
ever, uniil you reach (he X>i^nville road, which I 
would like you lo strike as near lo the Appomattox 
as possible. Make your destruction on that road 
ns4Complele 08 possible. Vou can then pass on to 
Uie South Side road, west of Burkcsville, aud de- 
stroy that. In like manner. 

“ After having accomplished (ho destruction of 
the two railroads, which are now the only avenues 
of supply lo Lee's army, you may return to this ar- 
ray, selecting your road furth> r south, or you may 
go on into North Carolina and Join General Sher- 
man. Should you select the latter coarse, gel the 
Inforrautton to mo us early a.'t possible, so that X 
may send orders to meet you nt Goldsboro*. 

“U. S. GKAST, Lleuteuaut General. 

“ Major General 1*. XX. Sukuioan.” , 

On the moming of the 29th the move- 
ment commenced. At night the cavalry 
was at Dinwiddle Court-House, and the 
left of our infautry line extended to the 
Quaker road, ueur*its intersection with the 
Boydlon plank road. The position of the 
troops, from left to right, was as follows: 
Sheridan, Warren, Humphreys, Ord, 
Wright, Parke. 

Everything looked favorable to the de- 
feat of the euemy and the caj)ture of Pe- 
tersburg and Hichmoud, if the i>ropcr effort 
was made. I tliercfore addi'esscd the fol- 
lowing communication to General Sheridan, 
having previously inforaicd him verbally 
not to cut loose for tlio raid contemplated in 
his orders until be received notice from 
me tc^u so: 

“Gravely Creek. March 29. 1853. 
"General: Our line U now unbroken Aom the 
Appumaitox to Dinwiddle. \Vc are all ready, how- 
ever, to el vu up all Aom the Jcrtif>alem plank road 
to IlatclK-r’s run, whenever the forcta can be used 

position. General Gri/lln was attacked near where 
the Ouakcr road intersecto the - 
repulstd it easily, capturi 
men. Huinphrv>-Y reached 
pusbinc on when lust heard from. 

“1 now feel like i-ndinc the matter, if it is possible 
to do so. before goin/' back. X do not waut you, 
therefore, to cut loose and go aAer the enemy's 
roads at present. In tho morning push around the 
enemy, it yem CUD, and get in his rear. The move- 
ments of the* nenjy’s cavalry may. of course, niodity 
your action. tVe will act altogether as one army 
here until U is seen what can be done with tho one- 
ray. Thu signal ofllcer at Cobb's Hill rcporled.iit 11:30 
a. ra., that a cavalry column had p:isso(i that point 
Aom Richmond toward Petersburg, taking forty 
minutes to pas:*. 

“t'. S. GRANT, Lientonant General. 
“Major General P. H. Sueridan 

F rom tho night oflhc2iHh to the tuoruiug 
of the Slet the rain fell Iu such torrents as 
to make it impossible to move a wheeled 
vehicle, except a.s curduroy ro:ids were laid 
in front of them. During the 30lh,4Diieridan 
advanced from Dinwiddle Court House 
towards Five Forks, where he fuuudthc en- 
emy in force. General Warren advanced 
and extended ids line ucrotis the Boyton 
plank road to near the White Oak road, 
with a view of getting across the latter; 
but finding the enemy strong in his front 
and extending beyond iiis left, wa.s directed 
to hold on where he was and fortify. Gen- 
eral Humphreys drove the enemy irom bis 
Iron! into his main line ou the Hiitcher, near 
Burgess’ mills. (Jenerals Ord, Wright, and 
Parke made e.xaminntions iu their front to 
determine the feasihiiity of an assault on 
the enemy's lines. The two latter re|>orted 
favorably. Tbe enemy confronling us, as 
he did, at every iioint from Richmond to 
our extreme loti, I conceived his lines must 
he weakiy licld, and could be penetrated if 
my estimate of his forces was correct. I 
determined, therefore, to extend my line 
no further, but to reinforce (icneral 'Sheri- 
dan with a corps of iufantrv, and thus ena- 
ble him to cut loose and turn the enemy's 
rignt flank, aud with the other corjis assault 
the enemy's lines. Tbe result of the offen- 
sive ell’ori of the enemy the week before, 
when he assaulted ForfStcadmau, particu- 
larly favored this. The enemy's intrenched 
picket line captured by us at that 
lime threw the lines which were 
occupied by the bciligercnU so close 
together at some points that it was but 
a momeut’s i*un from one to the other. 
Preparations were at once made to relieve 
General Humphreys’ corps, to report to 
Geueral Sheridan; but the condition of the 
roads prevented immediate moveinenl. On 
the morning of the 81st, General Warreu 
reported favorably lo getting possession of 
the Wliite Oak road, aud was ilireetcd lo do 



remnant of his force. Sheridan, who was up 
with him last night, reports all that is left, 
horse, foot, aud ''dragoons, at 20,000, raucli 
demoralized. We hope to reduce this niim- 
iHjr onc-lmlf. 1 shall push on to Burkes- 
ville, and if a stand is made at Danville, will 
in a very few’ days go there. If you c.an pos- 
sibly do 80 , push on from where you are, 
and lctns see if W’e cannot finish the job 
with Lee’s and Johnston’s armies. Wheth- 
er it w’ill be better for vou to strike for 
Greensboro', or nearer to Danville, you w'ill 
be better able lo judge when you receive 
this. Rebel armies now are the only strat- 
egic points to strike at. 

*’U. 8. GRANT, Lieut. Gen. 

“Maj. Gen. W. T. Sukr.man.” 

On the morning of the 6th, it w'as found 
tliat General I.ee was moving west of Jet- 
tcrsvillc, towards Dunvillc. General Sheri- 
dan moved with his cavalry, (the 5th corj/s | 
having been returned to General Meade on I 
his ruacliing Jettersvillc,) lo strike his fianU, . 
followed by the 6th corps, while the 2d and 
5th cori)S i)rc6sed hard after, forcing him to 
abandon several hundred wagons and sever- 1 
al pieces of artillery. General Ord advanced I 
from Burkcsville towards Farmvillc, | 
sending two regiments of infantrj’ and a I 
squadron of cavalry, under Brevet Brigadier I 
Tlieodorc Read, to reacli aud destroy Uie 
bridges. This adv-ince met tlie head of 
Lee’s column near FarmvUlc, which it hero- 
ically attacked and detained until General 
Read was killed and his small force over- 
pow’crcd. This caused a delay in the ene- 
my’s movements, and enabled Gen. Ord to 
get well ui> with the remaiuder of his force, 
on meeting which the enemy immediately 
intreuehed himself. In the afternoon Gen- 
eral Sheridan struck the enemy south of 
Sailor’s creek, captured 16 pieces of artille- 
ry, and about 400 wagons, and detained 
him until the 61 h corps g(jt up, when a gen- 
eral attack of infantry aud eavalry was made, 
which resulted in the capture of 6,000 or 
7,000 prisoners, amrmg whom were many 
general officers. The movements of the 2d 
corps and General Ord’s command contrib- 
uted greatly to the day’s success. 

Ou the morning of the 7th tbc pursuit was 
renewed, the cavalrj’, except one division, 
aud the 5tU coqia moving by Prince Ed- 
ward’s Courtbousc ; the Gth corps, General 
Ord’s command, and one division of caval- 
rv, on FarmviUe, and the 2d corps by the 
High Bridge road. It was soon found that 
tho cuemy had crossed to the north side of 
the Ap|)omattox; but so close w'as the pur- 
suit that the 2d corps got in possessioti of 
the common bridge at High Ilridge before 
the enemy could ocstroy it, and immediate- 
ly crossed over. The 6th corps aud a divi- 
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deem best. Shoaldyounotbe able I o reach Ooldft- 
boro' you wll 1 advance on the line or lines of railway 
connecting that place with the sea-coasl— as n(*ar 
to it as you c:m, building the road behind you. The 
rls - * • • - 



enterprise nnii:'r yon iiaa twoobject^: tluJflnstisto ^ . 
give General Shernianuiatcri«laid..ir needed, in his I 



On the 15th he wes directed to start the 
expedition as soon after the 2Uth as he could 
get it off. 

I deemed it of the utmost importance, be- 
fore a general movement of the armies op- 
erating against Richmond, that all com mim i- 
cations w’ith the city, north of James river, 
should but be cut off. The euemy liaving 
withdrawn the bulk of his force from the 
Shenandoah valley and smit it south, or re- 
placed troops sent from Richmond, and de- 
siring to reinforce Shennan, if practicable, 
whose cavalry was greatly inferior in num- 
bers to that of the enemy, I determined to 
make a move from tlie Shenaudoah, which, 
if successful, would accomplish the first at 
t1 



of cavalr)- necessary for picket dut\ . In the abbcnce 
of the main array. A cavalry expedition irooi Gen- 
eral Ord's command wUl also be btarted from Suf- 
folk, to lv:ivu (lit-re on Saturday, the of April, 
under Colonel Sumner, Cur the purpose of cutting 
tbc railroad about lUckdford. lids, if accorapliab- 
L'd, will have to be a aurpribe, and Ibcrefore from 
three to five hundred men will be anlllcicnt. They 
slioiUd. however, be supported by all tbe Infantry 
that can be tpared from Norfolk and I’orUmoath, 
a8 far out os to where the cavalry croM^es the Black- 
water. The crossing should probably be al Uuiten. 
Should Col. Sumner succeed In reachlac the Wel- 
don road, he will be instructed to do all tlie d-im- 
acc pobfillile to Uie triangle of roada between HIckK- 
ford. Weldon and Gaatou. The railroad bridge at 
Weldon being fitted up for the passage of carriages, 
it might Be pracUcabh- to destroy any accmnolatlon 
of supplit*a Uie entraiy may have collect' d south of 
tlie Roanoke. All the troops will movu wiUi lour 
days* rations iu havereacxg, and (*ight days' in 
wagon?. To avoid aa much hauling a* post^ible, ond 
to give the army of the. )anu‘8 the same number ol 
days’ bupply with tbearmy of the Botooiac, Geiiaral 
Ord wilt direct hii( commlBsary an«l quartermaKter 
to have snfllcient snppllee dc llvercd at the t rmlnus 
of the road to fill uji iu paselng. Sixty rounds ot 
amimiuitloD per man will ue taken fu wagons, aud 
as much grain os tbe transportation on Land will 
carry, alter taking the spt'CitltKl amount of other 
supplies. The de nsely wooded country in which the 
army has to ope iittc making tbc use of much artU- 
Icrv impracticable, the amount taken with tho anny 
win be reduced tosixonightguns tueaclidiviEion, 
at the option of tbe array coiiunaoders. 

“All necessary preparations for carrying these 
directions into o^ration may be commenced at 
once. The reserves of the »Ui coriie should bo 



Sion of cavalry crossed at Farmvillc lo its 
support. 

Feeling now that Gen. Lee’s chance of es- 
cape was utterly hopeless, I addressed him 
the following communication from Farm- 
ville : 

April 7, 1865. 

“General: The result of the lost week 
must convince you of the hopelessness of 
further resUtunce on the part of the anny of 
northern Virginia in this struggle. I Veel 
that it is so, aud regard it as my duty to 
shift from myself the responsibility of any 
further effusion of blood, by asking of you 
the surrender of that portion of tbe Confed- 
erate States army know’ii as tho army of 
northern Virginia. 

II tt fiUAX’T, Itottt. (Icn. 

“Gen. R. E. Lee." 

Early on the morning of the 8tli 
leaving, 1 received at F: 
ing: 

April 7, 1S65. 

GE.qERAL: I have received your note 



The day p'rceediiig news of the surrender of 
General Lee reached him at Smithfield. 

Ou the 14th a corrospoiideuce was opened 
between General Sherman and General John- 
ston, which result d, on the l8Ui, in an 
agreement lor u suspension of hostilities, 
aud u memorandum or basis lor peace, sub- 
ject to the approval of the President. TJiis 
agreement was disapproved by the Prosi- ' 
dent on the 21st, whicii disapproval, together 
with your iiistriietious, was communicated 
to (ieuv ral Slicrman by me iu person ou the 
morning of the 24th, ut Raleigh, North 
Carolina, in obedience to your orders. 
Notice was at oiice given by him to General 
Johuslon for the icnninarion of the truce 
tbat had beeu culerod into. On the 25th 
another meeting between them was agreed 
upon, to take place on thc26tb, which term- 
inated in the surrender and disbandment of 
Johnston’s .army upon substautiallv the 
same terms as were ^veu to General Lee. 

Tlic expedition under General Stoneman 
from East Tennessee got olf on Uie 20th of 
March, moving by way of Boone, North 
Carolina, and struck the railroad at W^tUo- 
ville, Chainbcrsburg and Big Lick. The 
force striking it at Big Lick iiushed on to 
within a few miles of Lynchburg, destroying 
the important bridges, while with the main 
force he eflectually destroyed it between 
New river and Big Lick, juid then turned for 
Greensboro’ ou the North Carolina railroad; 
struck that road aud destroyed the bridges 
between Danville and (ircensboro’ and be- 
tw’eeii Greensboro' and tho Yadkin, together 
with tlic depots of supplies along it, and 
captured 400 prisoners. At. Salisbury he 
attacked and defeated a force of the enemy 
under General Gardiner, captuiing 14 pieces 
of artillery and 1,364 prisoners, aud destroy- 
ed large amounts of army stores. At this 
place he destroyed fifteen miles of railroad 
and tlic bridges toward Charlotte. Thence 
be moved to Slaterbville. 

Genera! Canby, who had been directed iu 
January to make preparations for a move- 
ment Horn Mobile bay against Mobile and 
I the iuterk>r of Alabama, commenced liis 
I moveniont on the 20th of March. The 16th 
I corps. Major General A. J. Smitli com- 
I niaiiding, moved from Fort Gaines by water 
I lo Fish river; the 13th eor|>9, nndcr Major 
General Gordon Granger, moved from Fort 
' Morgan and joined the lOlh corps on Fish 
river, both moving thence on Spanish fort 
and investing it ou the 27th; while Major 
General SiccTe's command moved from Pen- 
sacola, cut the railroad leading from Tensas 
lo Montgomery, effected a junction with 
them, and partially invested Fort Blakely. 
After a severe bombardment of Spanish fort, 
a part of Us line was carried on tlie 8th of 
April. During tho night tbe enemy evac- 
uated, tiie fort . Fort Blakely was carried by 
assault on the 9th, and many jirisouers eap- 
lured; our loss wa> considerable. These 
successes practically ojiened to us the Ala- 
bama river, and enabled us to approaeli Mo- 
bile from tlie north. On the night of the 
11th the city was evacuated, and was taken 
posesslon of by our forces ou the moming 
of the PJth. 

Tho expedition under command of Brevet 
Major General Wilson, consisting of twelve 
thousand live hundred mounted men, was 
delayed by rains until March 22, when it 
moved from Chickasaw, Alal.ama. On the 
1st of April General Wilson encountered the 
enemy iu force under Forrest near Elxenczer 
Church, drove him in confusion, captured 
three hundred prisoners and three guns, and 
destroyed the central bridge overtheCahaw- 
ba river. On the 2d he attacked and cajv 
tured the fortitiicd city of Selma, defended 
by Forrest with seven thousand men and 
thirty-two guns, destroyed the arsenal, ar- 
mory, naval loundry, machine shops, vast 
quaulities of stores, aud captured three 
thousand prisoners. On thc4tu he captured 
and destroy <xl Tugcaloosa. On the lOlh he 
crossed the Alabama river, and after send- 
ing infurniatiun of bis operations to General 



Arrival and Departures at Cairo. 



FRO.II FRAAKFORT. 

The Case of A. S. Allen. 

[Special Dlsoatch to the Lonlsrtllc Courier.] 
FntKroET, Dec. C. 

The board in the Senate, In the cubc of 
A. S. Allen reported and stated thut they 
had no jurisdietion, and asked lo be dis- 
ebargi fl, which was done, and the matter 
rel'cired to tho Committee on Pririlege and 
Elections. 

In the House there was similar action to 
that of tbo Senate in ttie contested Tascs. 
No other business of iutcrest tramspired. 

from^hTrago. 

The New Fire System— Coiivict.s in 
the State Penitentiary — Terrible 
Traseily in Itiirlington, Racine 
County— Three Children Rriitally 
JIurdered— Tbc Supposed Murder- 
ers .Arre.sted. 

IPp -clal Dcspolch to the Loulavlllc Courier.] 
CmCAOo, Dec. 6. 

Eire Marsha) N. P. Harris, who was so 
severely injured a few night ago at the dc- 
stiuctive fire on Randolph street, is slowly 
recovering. 

The system of investigating the causes of 
doubtrni fires, introduced in this city sev 
era! months ago, works well. The Eire 
Marshal holds an inquest, as it were, upon 
the remains of the buildings destroyed, iu 
ail unknown or surreptitionary manner, 
summoning witnesses at his discretion. 

There was an increase of sixty-two con 
victs in the Illinois State penitentiary dur 
Ing the month of November. There are 80G 
in all. On the 1st of January there were 
ouly 577. 

A most ferocious and horrible and whole- 
sale murder was committed In Burlington, 
Raeinc county, on Sunday, some time be 
tween uinc m the morning and one in tbe 
evening. Tbc victims belong to a family 
named ('ook, living two miles 1'rom the 
Raeinc and Mississippi R. R. depot. While 
Mr. and Mrs. Cook were at chuich some 
wretch entered their honso and murdered 
in cold blood tlioir children, all under four- 
teen years of age, the oldeijt, a girl of thir 
teen, named Amelia Wing, a niece, a son 
aged eight or nine, and a daughter aged 
three years. The murderer or murderers 
thou broke open the bureau drawers and 
ransacked the honsc generally, finding in 
their search but three or four dollars in 
money. Two arrests have been made, one 
a man who was living with the family, and 
whom circumstances seem to indicate as 
the murderer, also another man, companion 
of the first, and whose name we have 
not learned. Tho deed seems to have been 
committed w ith an ax, and was not discov 
cred until the iiarcnts returned from church 
aud found their children weltering in their 
blood. It would scorn, on first thought, 



Canby marched on Montgomeiy, wliieh ! tltat money was tho object of the inurdcrers, 
place he ooeupied ou tho 14tli, the enemy 



bofum 
[' armville, the follow- 



Iiaviug abandoned it. At tlik place many i 
stores and live steamboats fell into our hands. 
Thence a forced marched dii'eet ou Colum- 
bus, and another on West Point, both of 
which i>luces wore assaulted and captured 
on the* Itith. At the fornior place we got 
litteen liundred prisoners and lilty-t wo field- 
guns, destroyed two gunboats, " the navy- | 
yard, foundries, aiwena I, inauy lactorics, aud ■ 
much other public property. At tlio latter 
place wc got tlireo lumdred piisonei-s, four | 
guns, and destroyed nineteen locomotives ■ 
aud three Uuudre)! cars. Ou the 'dUth he . 
took iiosession of Macon, (Jcorgia, with six- 
ty Cold guns, twelve hundre-<l militia, and 
live generals, surrendered by General How- 
ell Cuhb. General Wilson hearing that Jell 



wei-o it not impossible to heUeve snch dam- 
nable murders could be pcri)etrated to ob- 
tain that which might have been obtained 
without the enactment of this terrible trag- 
edy. It is more consistent lo suppose that 
the gratification of some fiendish malice 
against the parents provoked the murder. 

REGULAR DISPATCHES. 



XXXIX Congress— First 

Wasbinoton, Dec. 6. 
SENATE. 

The Senate assembled .at twelve o’clock. 



of tills date. Tlioiigh not entertaining the ‘ “ Irying to make his estape, sent jjp Foster, Vice President pro tern., in the 

T ... Al - a A. fnrnofl in mn-jiiiit.. and siic^eepdcd m canLur- 



opinion you express on tlie hopt lcsness of 
further resistance on the part ox the army of 
Virginia, I rooiprocatP yourucsirc to avoid n'^clfw* 



further resistance on the part of the armv of 



effuitioD of blood, and thoreiore, before conulderlng 
your proposition, ask the tuEUiii you will oiler ou 
condlUouot itssnriTndcr. 

“It. E. LKE, General. 

“Lientenant General C.^. Gbant." 

To thia I immediately replied : 

“Aprils, lSfl5. 

“General: Vonr note of laat evening. In n ply 
to mine of (same d.'Uc,aAkln>r tbe eondition ou wbi' D 
I will aec4.pt the surrender o(l the annv of northern 
Juki 
bell 



forces in pui auit, and succeeded in captur- 
ing him on Ih.) uioniing of Mav Hth. 

On the fourth day of May, General Diclt 
Taylor Burreudcred to General Canby all tbc 
remaining rebel forces east of tho Misisis- 
sippi. 

A force sufficient lo insure an easy triumph 
over the enemy under Kirby Smith, west of 
tho Mississmpi, was iinincdiatoly pul iu 
motion for Texas, and Major General Sheri- 
dan designated fur its immediate command; 



C4.pi me surrenaer or me annvoi norinern | , * ..r at«.. .....i 

\ irginia, U just received. In reply. I would any 0*1 «bth day of May, and btlort they > 
that j^caco being mv great defilrp, Uierc D but one reached their destination, General Klrbv 
condition I would InsT»»t upon, namely: that tlio . . . . 



AVAiUlAIVAJ 1 nvuiu lUI-lPb U^^M, AAUIAAA.IJ . UlUA Hit; 

men ami otflcorsi surrondered snail hr disquaHn.>d 
for takiD'.; up anna again against th(> governnK-nt of 



Smith surrendered his entire command to 
Major Cencral Canby. Tlii-i surrender did 



maased as much as possible. Whilst 
DOW or4lcr an unconditional attack on u»o enemy » 
Ute by tltem, they should bo ready, and ehoubl maKC 
attack if tho enemy weakens Uls 



march north ; Uic at-cond to open abase of supplies 
for him on hl& line of march. As soon, therefore, us i 
you can dcb rniln© which of the two points, wll- 
mlngton or Newbern, yon can bt-^tuse for Uirowing i 
supplies (Vom to the fott-rior, yon will commence I 
the accnmulatlou of Iwruiy days’ rations and for- i 
age for 60,000 men and 20.-000 animals. Yon will get i 
of these as many aa yon can house and pretext to 
such point in the interior as you may bo able to oc- 
cupy. I believe Ocn<'ral rainier lias received 
some inatrucUons direct from General Slier- 
man on tlio subject of securing supplies , 
for his anny, "iou can leui-n wimt steps ho has 
talcpu, and be governed In your rcqusUloue accord- 
ingly. A supply of ordnance stores will also be 
ne<’es8ary. 

“Make all requisitions upon the chiefs of their re- 
spective d< parttuenU in tiic field with rao at City 
I'oint. Communicate with me by every opportu- 
nity. and should you deem It necessary al any time. ' 
send A 8p#:lal boat to Fortress Monroe, from which 
point you can comnmnb-atc by Udegraph. 

“The supplies referred to In thedelnstmctions are 
; exclusive of those required for yonr own com- 
mand. ^ 

“The nmveraents of the enemy may Jnstlfy, or 
XU make It your imnerallvc doty, to cut loose 
from your base and strike for the interior to aid 



least, ami possibly the latter of these ob- 
jects. I tliercfore telegraphed General Sher- 
idan as follows: 

“City Toint, VA.,Feb.20.1se3— 1 P. M. 

“General: Ab soon as it is possibU* lo travel 1 
think you will have no dWOcnltv about r< aching 
Lynchburg with a cavalry forc«' atone. From lh4-re 
you could destroy the railroad and canal in every 
direction, so os to hr ol no lorther use to the rebel- 



front, without w’altlng for orders. In case they 
carry tho line, then the whole of the 9th corps could 
tollow up, 80 as to Join or co-operate uithbulaneoof 
the army. To prepare for this, the 8th corps will 
have rations iasneu to them, satne as the balance of 
the army. General Weitrel will keep vigilant watch 
upon his front, aud if fonnd at all practicable to 
break tbrougu at any poiut. he w dl do so. A success 
north of the James should be follow ed up with 
great pruniploess. An attack will not be leaslble 
unless It is louud that Uio I'ucmy lias dclacbcU 
largely. In that case it may be regarded as evident 
that the onomy arc reiving upon their local re- 
serves. principally, for the defense of liichinond. 



SO. To accomplish this, he moved with 
one division, Instead of his Avhole cori)a, 
wiiich was attacked by Uic enemy in supc 
rior force, aud driveu back on the second 
division before it had time to form, and it, 
in turn, forced back upon the third division, 
when the enemy was checked. A division 
of the 2d corps was immediately sent to his 
support, the enemy driven back with 
heavy loss, and possession of the 
White Oak road gained. General Sheri- 
dan advanced, and, with a poriioii of his 
cavalry got possession of tii« Five Forks, 
but the cueniy, after the affair witli the 5th 
corps, reinforced the rebel cavalry dclend- 
ing tlhat point with infantry, and forced liim 
back towards Dinwiddle Court House. Here 
General Sheridan displayed great general- 
ship. Instead of retreating with his whole 
command ou the main army, to tell the sto- 
ry of superior forces encountei ed, he deploy- 
ed his cavalry on foot, leaving only mounted 
men enough to bike charge of the horses. 
This compelled the enemy to de{doy over a 
vast oxtxjut of woods and broken country, 
and made his progress slow’. At this junc- 
ture he dispatched to me what had taken 
place, and that he w*as dropping back slow- 
ly on Dinwiddic Court House, ueuerhl Slc- 
Keuzie’s cavalrj' and one division of IhcSlh 
corps were immediately ordered to bis assis- 
tance. Soon alter, receiving a report from 
General Meade that Humphreys could hold 
would* not i our position on the Boyton road, and that 
the other two divisions of tlic 5th corps 
could go to Sheridan, they were so ordered 
at once. Tliue the operations of the day 
necessitated the sending of Warren because 
of his accessibility, instead of Humphreys, 
as was intended, and precipitated intended 
movements. Ou the moruiug of the Ut of 
April, General Sheridan, raiuforced by 
General Warren, drove the enemy back on 
Five Forks, where, late in the evening, he 
assaulted and carried his strongly fortified 
position, captui ing all the artillery aud be- 



tho United until properly VxehangeJi 1 will meet j not take place, however, until after the cap- 

1 tureof the rebel President and vice Presi- 
I dent; and the bad faith was exhibited of first . 
I disbanding most of his anny and p« nnittiDg 
I an indiscriminate plunder of public proi>- 
ertv, 

I (3wing to the report that many of those 
lately in arms against the government had 
taken refuge ui»oii the soil of Mexico, carry- 
ing with Urui arms rightfully belonging to 
the United States, which had been sui rend- 
ered to us by agreement — among them some 
of tlie loaders who had surrendered in per- 
son — and the disturbed condition of ullairs 
on the Rio Graude, the orders for troops to 
proceed to Texas were not changed. 

There have been severe combats, raids, 
expeditious, and movements to defeat the 
designs and purposes of the enemy, most 
of them reflecting great credit on our arms, 
and which contributed greatly to our final 
triumi»h, that lhave not mentioned. Many 
of them wrill be found clearly set forth in 
the reports herewith submitted; some in 
the telegrams and brief dispatches announc- 
ing them, and others, I regret to say, have 
not as yet been ofllcially reported. 

For information touching our Indian dif- 
ficulties, I would respectfully refer lo the 
reports of the commanded of departments 
in w hich they have occurred. 

It has been my fortmie to see the armies 
of both w'cst aud east fight battles, and 
from what 1 have scon 1 know there is no 
difference in their fighting qualities. All 
that it was possible for men to do in battle 
they have done. The western armies com- 
menced their battles in the Mississippi 
valley, and received the final surrender of 



yon may name tor thp pnrposo, at any point asree- 
able to you. for the parpo>»4* of arrauidns ilefinitcly 
tbc tcnn>< upon wlucn the surrender of tbc army of 
northern Vu t;inla will be rt-ceivt d. 

“r. P. GRANT, Lleutritant General. 

“ General K, E. Lee.” 

Early on the morning of tbc 8th the pur- 
suit was resumed. General Meade followed 
north of the Appomattox, aud Gen. Sheri- 
dan, with all the cavalry, pushed straight 
for Appomattox Station, followed by Gen. 
Ord’s command and the 5th corps. During 
the day General Meade’s advance had con- 
eidcrable fighting with the enemy’s rear 
guard, but w’as unable to bring on a gen- 
eral cngi^eineut. I/atc in the c\ ening Gen. 
Sheridan struck the railroad at Appomat- 
tox Station, drove tlic enemy from there, 
and captured 25 pieces of artillery, a hos- 
pital train, and four trains of cars loaded 
with supplies for Lee’s army. During this 
day I accompanied General n! cade’s cofumn, 
and about midnight received the following 
commimication from General Lee: 

•* April 8, IBOG. 

“ General : I rccclrcrt at a l.atc hour yonr note 
of to-duy. In mine of yesterday I did not intend to 
propose the surrender of the army of Northern V’ir- 
aiDiH. but to 06 k the tcnm> of your proposition. To 
be frank. I do not think the eroersency has Hrisen 
to call for tbe eurrcDdcrof tliis array, but as the 
restoration of peace should be Uic sole object of all, 
I desired lo know whether' your proposals would 
lead lo tbat end. I oaniiot, therefore, meet yon witli 
a view to surrender tlie army of Northern Vlndnia, 
but as far os your proposal may utfcct the Cooled- 
crate Plates forces under ray coramand, and tend to 
tho restoration of peace. 1 slionld be pleased to 
meet you at 10 a. m.. to-morrow, on the old stai'c 
road to Hichwond, betweeu the picket lines ot tbe 
two armies. “ l:. E. LEE, General. 

“ Llcntcuant General U. P. Gra.nt.’’ 

Etrly on the uiomiii); of tlic Wth I return- 
ed liim un answer as follows, and immedi- 
ately started to join the column soutli ot the 
Aiipomaltox : 

" Apcil 9. 1905. 

“Gkxkiial: Your note of yputerday Is reeelv.fl. 
I hove no authority lo treat on the sultjrct of peace; 
the mectlni; proposi d for lu a. in. lo-<lay could lead 
' to.no good. 1 will state, howevt-r, Uenerul, Uiat 1 
am equally anxious for peace with yourself, and the 
whole North entertain- the b.ame feeling. l*he 
term, u]>on which peace can be had arc well under- 
stood. By the SouJi laying ([own their arnia they 
will hasten that most deslralile event, save thou- 
sands of human lives, and liuiidreds of millions of 
property not yet destroyed. Seriously hoping thal 
all our dUllciutles tuny be settled wUllouf tlie loss 
of another life, i aiibscrlhc myseir, &c., 

*‘ U. s. GHANT, Lieutenant General. 

Gc.veiul R. E. Lbs.” 



chair. 

Mr. Dixon ofTered a series of resolutions, 
passed by tlie Connecticut Legislature, on 
the condition of public affairs, and the equal- 
ity of all men before the law. Tbo resolu- 
tions were ordered to bo printed. 

Tbe committees for the session were 
then announced, the chairmen of which are 
as follows: 

Foreiijn Alfairs — Sumner, of Mass. 

Fitiimce — Fessenden, of Maine. 

Commerce — Chandler, of Michiran. 

Manufactures — Sprague, of Rhode Island. 

Agriculture— Sherman, of Ohio. 

Military Alfairs — Grimes, of Iowa. 

Pensions — laine, of Indiana. 

Jndicuii 7 — TrninbnU, of Illinois. 

Post Offices— Dixon, of Couuecticut. 

Claims — Clark, of New Hampshire. 

Revolutionary Claims — Ramsey^, Minn. 

District of Columbia — Dixon, Co 



the remnant of the principal army opposed 
to them in North Carolina. Tbe ar.iiies of 
tbc cast commenced their battles on tbe river 
from wliicli the Army of the Potomac de- 
rived its name, and received the final sur- 
render of their old antaiyoiiist at Appomat- 
tox Court House, Virginia. The splendid 
acliievcmenls of each Imve uatioiialixcd our 
victories, removed all sectioual jealoii-ies, 

(of which wc have uuforimiatcly experienc- 
ed too much), and the cause of crimination 
and recriiiiiiiation tli.at ini;;lit have followed 
hoc cither aoctioii tailed in Us duty. AIL 
have a proud record, and all sections can ppfgo „3 eq 
ralulatc tlieiiiselvcs and each otii- T| 

done their full share in restor- ■ 



Private Land Claims — Harris, New York. 

Indian Affairs — Doolittle, Wisconsin. 

Public Biiildln;ra — Foote, Vermont. 

Patents— Cowan, Pennsylvania. 

Pacific Railroad— Howard, Michigan. 

Territories — Wade, Ohio. 

Mr. Sumner introduced a hill of last ses- 
sion, to regulate commerce between the 
several Slates, which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. Snmner also introduced a resolution 
instructing the Secretary of the Treasury 
to inform the Soniitc whether there are any 
persons employed in the Treasury Depart- 
ment who have not taken the oath required 
by law; also, whether there arc any person 
employed in that department in offices not 
autliorizcd by law. 

Mr. Johnson objected to tho rcsolntiou, 
as it went over and was contrary to the 
ruli-s. 

A committee of 13 was appointed to con- 
fer with a commiitec from tlic House, in re- 
lation to taking appropriate action in the 
death of President Lincoln. 

Mr. Morgan introduced a bill to incorpo- 
rate an luternatianai Telegraph Company 
fora telegraph lino betwen Now York 
and the Wrest Indies, which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

The Senate, at one o'clock, adjourned to 
meet on Monday next. 

HOUSE. 

Mr. Stevens introduced a bill permitting 
wounded soldiers iu the employment of the 
Government to receive pensions wliile in 
such cinpiovmcnt. Referred to Committee 
ou Invalid J*ensions. 

On motion of Mr. Elliott, it was 

lie.'~-olred. That so much of the President’s 
Message as relates to the freedinen he refer- 
red to a special committee of nine. 

Mr. Bingham offered amendments to the 



North are dull and declining for nearly all our pro- 
dneta, with no dlspoaltion to apeculnto In any 
branches of bualnetis. Ihc near approach of tho 
holldaya also cicru on laBuenco In maHng the 
markets dull, aa the attendance of buyers ia likely 
to bo less than nsual for all snch. 

To-morrow, Thnrtalay, is “Thanksgiving," and 
there wUI be nothing done among tl,o morchanla 
who will observo It aa u general holiday. There 
will be no mcclinK at the Exchange, and no aalcb of 
tobacco at the warcliouscB. 

The meeting at the exchange to-day waa full, and 
as large as at any other day, despite the rain. Tho 
merciianterit Is evident, arc in carnwit iu r»;ifaidvto 
the dally ’change, aa nothing but slaknc^^h now pre- 
vents Ujclr punctual atundancc. The (ramMictlons, 
however, were limited, including two Binall lots of 
cotton, low middling, at 12 . ,11c, thi- latter for a lot 
of 10 balea, taken by the Canucllton. ind., cotton 
mills for the manufacture of Great Western sheet- 
ings. A salo of 10 hales of tho Latter was made at 
32c, and a round lot of Franklin Mills aold at 81c. 
The aalea of flour included Z30 Uhls Kennedy Mills, 
superfine $7 69, plain e.\tra (9 00, and extra lauiiiy 
$10 'i5. A sale of 153 bbU was ah>o made at $9 25 for 
plain extra, and $12 for tuncy— the latU f in Jobbing 
lots. A sale of 50 boxes Madison starcIiatTe, ad- 
ding 20c for boxes. Green ntca(^ rather lower, \»1th 
a sale of 1,100 hams from tlie block at I5xc. 

GKOCEUILS— Arc in rather beUor rcqucKt, aud 
wc hear of sales of 250 bags Wo, in two lota, ui 51c, 
and 145 bags, in lots, at 50(^lc. wl (h Jobbing sales of 
fair to prime at SlH@S2c. Common Wo is offered at 
28Jfc. Bales of yellow suisir, in barrels, us to 
grade, at and40bbls C sugar at Dtryliifc. 

Sales of hard. In lots of ten or twenty bbls, at 20>ic. 

GlifUN— Wob raihcr more quiel lo-day, though 
large orders for sound old corn arc still pressing ou 
the market, and w« quote al tik-vSJc.Mackb Included. 

Wc quote a sale ttMlay of 900 bushels prime oaU ul 
53c, sacks iocludeil. New corn, in car, fr om wag- 
ons, continues to coimuuud 50c, though dealers are 
not buying at that rate. 

The dispatches to the Mei chants’ Excliaogc from 
New Vork quote cotton dull and uomiuul at 50c at 
tho close. Sugar was dull al l3('oi9>£c’ lor bard. 
Maas pork advanced in the evening to 1 ^:.$ 25. Lard 
dull at 21KC. Flour and grain Htill drooping, ah well 
36 all athcr grain, flour being 5(»l5c lower. W’hlsky 
was dull and nominal at $2 35. 

Liverpool dates to the 2Uh ult. were rtcolvod, 
qnotlug hreadstuffb Uiactlve and drooping. Frovis- 
lons UDdettlod. Cotton dull at a UocUne of J4d. That 
is equal lo one cent decline. 

THE HOG MAltKET— The provBiUug weather 
has been unfavorable for slaughtering, but the 
market appears to be prcuy well smjtalned, with 
buyers at yx«9>ic for good sized hogs, while extra 
weights are held at »\'iOCc. Tbo wtighu coullnac 
lair, with 8,000 hogs In pens, and the puc-CTo cuuing 
uoihe hos killed you terduy. i uo iransueilon m the 
product were 1,500 hamd from the block, at 15jic, and 
a sale of lard in Uerccd ul 2ik>21;^iC. 

The pacUog at Chicago, tbU season, so we learn 
by prtvato advieos. Is iglly 2ou.oOO short oi the pro- 
duct of the previous year at the same date. The pre- 
Yalllng rate is gross, the bulkoi the product 

having beeu converted iuio mess pork, and tbe pack- 
ers still backward in their operations. . 

The packing bouse at Jeffersonville, Ind., haa not 
yot commenced operations, and at New Albany, 
Ind., only about 400 bogs have been slaughtered by 
packers. The prevailing prices of hogs in tbat Ktate 
are 7 cents in tho interior and 8 cents at the peas. 
At Terre liuntc, Ind., packers are investing cau- 
tioosly at gross, w ;iii no sale.t of the product. 

Dally Review of the Market. 

BAGGING .^VND fiUFE— Sales of band made bag- 
ging at 29 and power loom ut Slc^c, and 
some lots held higher. Hope ranges from 15X to 
lOH cents for bund madu, and 17‘4(:tl7i<c lor power. 

BATTING — Cotton battlug, iu lots, 45c. for No. 1, 
and 85c for No. 2, with small sulvjs at an advance. 

BUCKWllE.VT — With increasing supplies prices 
are lower, with sales at 7>ic 'i* n>. In lots, aud small 
sales at Sc. 

COAL— itctail sales of best Flttsburg at S2 cents 
V bushel, or $S 00 per cart load of 23 bushels, de- 
livered. Pomcry lo boats 22 cents. 

COUN rity PItODUCE — Apples, green, abundant 
at $5^ V bbl., in lots. Apples, dried, ll(i412e. ft ib 
foruew’. Beeswax, jellow, 40va.42c. ft. Brooms, 
Khakcr, $C25; Louibvlllc make, No. 1, $5 75; com- 
mou, $4 50®3 50 doz. Broom corn, $225®250 ft 
ton, for choice. Butter, fair, clo„ choice, 

SS®40e. ft. Bean.H, $1 25(^1 <5 V bushel. Cheese, 
Western Keserve, 324y22Hc. ft ft. In lots; Hamburg, 
22K(^28 c. ft, in lots; N. V. dairy, 21q525c. ft ft. 
Kggs, 8b6fc40c. ^ doz., for fresh pecked. Feathers, 
dull at 7u®75c. F ft, for Bhipping lots. FlaxHCcd, 
bujiRg at $2 GO V bushel. Ginseng, bujiug at 75<s 
78c. V ft for new, and SOc. ? ft for old. Onions, In 
lots to dealers, $2 73 IP bbl. Potatoes, Neshaunocs, 
In lots, $2 75@8 00; Northern, $8 15 V bbl. Peaches, 
dried, Bcarce, 17c<t20c. ft for nnpealcd, and S0(^S2c. 

IP ft for peeled. 

COTTON YARNS — We quote at 41c IP dozen for 
No. 500.38c for No. COO, and SGc for No. 700, with 
sales at 1 cent advance. 

COOPERAGE— Sales at the factory, in lots, at 00c 
for flour barrels, cement barrels 75c, slack half bar- 
rels 45c, and ham tierces $1. 

CANDLE.S AND SOAP— Sales this week by tho 
niuuuiuctorers of 14 oz.star caudles at 2Tc. Sales of 
10 oz. at 25c, w'Uh no charge tor boxes, in lots of 50 
boxes or more; small sales at 25Wc. Tallow candles 
at laAlAr. Garmaa etmp Tf u. 1 Ut 14C and No. 2 Ut ISC; 
common 12c, fancy and caslile 22(t4.25c per pound. 

COTTON— Market rather dull, with a sale of 4 
bales low middling at 42c, and 10 bales at lie. 

DOMESTICS— A sale of 10 bales Great Western ai 
82c, and a round lot of Franklin 51111b at Sic. Btaud 
ard Easlcrn S2c; Southern brands 
IIIDEH AND TALLOW— The buying rates from 
butchers are Cc for green liidcs, v^ilo dry hides 
range from 10 to 13c, and good lots of dry flint com- 
mand 14c. 

FLOUR AND GRAIN-Dnll to.day, with sales 
not exceeding 473 bhls, superffho at $7 39, plain extra 
$9 30^9 extra family $10 75, and fancy brands at 
$12. Wheat is scarce, wUb a sale of 400 bushels of 
new at $1 5U; old we quote at $2j^2 25. New corn 
50c In ears, old 63^75c loose, and S3c for prime 
shelled white, including bags. Oats arc lower, with 
a sale of 900 busncls at 33c. sacks included. 

HAT— A sale of 100 bales on the wharf at $15 for 
hard pressed. Sales from store at $16. 

GROCERIES— Sales of 2"'0 bag3 fair Rio coffee at 
81c, and 140 bags in lots at S0:>>!c. We quote com- 
mon to prime 28H^itS2c. A sale of Lagnlra at 82<388c 
and small sales of prime Java at 49:^lc, in Jobbing 
lots. Raw sugar 14qtl5J4c; Porto Rico 15:^17Kc in 
hhds; soft refined yellow r< and hard re- 

fined standard 20H^1)!(C. Wo qnotc Porto Rico 
molasses OSi^fl 15 In bbls; Eastern sirups range 
from $l 15^51 75. as to package and quality. Wc 
quote new plantation N. O. al $l S3. 

PROVISIONS AND LARD.— We quote mess pork 
nominally St $23r^30. Asaleof 1A90 green hams nt 
ISj^c from the block. Bacon, old. l3Kc for choice 
sbonlders, and 22Md23c for clear sides. Lardlowcr, 
with asale in ticrccs, new crop. at2l^-21Jic, and 2S 
d24c for kegs. 

WHISKY— Dull at $2 26 (bfraw. 

RAGS— Good cotton rags active at7c; mixed 5 to 
6o; soft woolen, Gc; hard, Ic per pound. 

SALT— Wo quote sales of Oldo River Company 
and Kanawha suit at 55c per bushel in Iota of 100 
barrels or more; at 60c at retail; the supply not equal 
to tbe demand. W4> quotesalcbof bblH or pkgs of 
7 bushels at $3 35, or in bbls of 280 lbs ut 05 per 
bbl. 

WOOL— The market D dnll, with very little de- 
mand for Bhlpment, and but few buyers. Wo quote 
unwashed at Sl^Slc; and tnb-washed at 56vg60c, us 
to quality. 

STARCH— sale ofSboxos 5Iadlsou at 7c.,cxclu- 
sive of boxes. 



Constitution annulling Uie export duties, 
rcpndlatitig tlie rebel febt, and securing all 



well con_ 

: er for liiiving 



.T. 4i! general urn s ; suprcmaev of law over every loot of 

tlie .)th cori« reaehcvl Aiqio- i belonging to tbe United States. 

; ^ffiirtrto brZ'VlTro,uriI”ra I Let Iheiu l.oj,o lui- per])etna| peace and har- 



On the morning of tbe !Uli General Ord’s 
command and tlie ■ " 
nialtox Station 

ing a desperate effort to break tfirougli onr 1 
ca?a4ry. *Thc infantry was at once fl.rown , 

in. Soon alter a white Hag was received, t misUken me taiise, 

requesting a snspeiision of liostilities pend- 
ing negotiations for a surrender. 

Before reacliliig General Slioridan’s head- 
quarters, I received the Ibllowing from Gen. 

Lee : 

Apish. D, KiC.'i. 

“Genetsal: I received yournoteof this 
moming on the picket line, whither I had 
come lo meet you, aud ascertain definitely 
whattenns were emhraccd iu.your proposal 
of yesterday with reference to the surrender Revival o4 the Rochester Rnppings 



Iiusc manhood, 
drew forth 

such herculean deeds ot valor. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

U. S. GRANT, Lieut. General. 
Hon. E. M. St.vnton, Sec’y of War. 
Adjct.vnt Genek.vl’s Office, 
November IS, IStW. 

Official copy. 

E. D. TOWNSEnD, 
Assistant Adjutant (Iencral. 



of this aniiy. I now ask an interview in 
accordande with tlic offer contained in yonr 
letter of yesterday for that purpose. 

“U. E. Lee, General. 

“Lieutenant General U.' 8. Gb.vnt.’’ 

Tlic interview was held at Appomattox 
Court House, tlie result of which issU foitli 
iu tlic following correspondence : 
Appomattox C’ockt House, V'a., 

April 9, 1S()6. 

“General; In accordance witli the sub- 
stance of my letter to you of the bth instant, 
I propose to receive the surrender of the 



Pi eparatioiis may be inaUe lor abamloiilug all the ' t''ceii uuu u,uuupiisuuei o. , o 
line north of (he James, except closicd works— only • c’OJC Ol tins buttle Brc\ct ^lujor (icncral 
(oboabnn<loned,howevcr, atlcrubrcaklsmado in 



pv/oiviv/st) 11,^ ass* siA\/ usviAivei^ ssajvs sav x |/s %\y sva.vivv aaav Dutsviixxvi v/a v 

tween 5,000 and 0,000 prisoners. About the army of uorthera Virginia on the following , 

Unus, to-wit ; Rolls of all the officers and ^ 



Tlic Rochester Express says that lately 
mysterious iapjiiiigs have lieeii Iieard again 
in tliat city. A gentleman occupying an 
office on the east side of tiic river heard mys- 
terious ra]>pings, wiiich lie tiiought came 
fro;ii an adjoining office, 1ml on investiga- 
tion was convinced that they did not, tlte 
oci uiiii-r not liaving heard any noises of the 
l;ind.' To tliis time siiirilualisni liail not 
been thouglit of. The raps, however, con- 
timied at intervals, a]ipearing to be iu one 
liarlicitlar s])Ot, but since tlie consultation 
nieiitioued, the location of tlie noise is 
eliaiiged on tlie wall, at the oi'lioii of tho 



ersons equal protection and the riglils of 
he amendments were relcrrcd to 
the Cbnimittcc on Judiciary. 

Mr. Farnsworth introduced a resolution 
declaring it to he unjust to deny colored ' 
personstlic right of suffrage, wliohave con- 
tributed to tile support of tlic Government, j 
and periled their fives’ in its defense. The , 
resolution lies over. ; 

! Mr. Wentworth introduced a bill for tho 
I relief of Mrs. Mary Lincoln— owing to the j 
' eirciimstances liy wliicli her huslinnd came 
to his death. The hill was referred to a select : 
committee, and appointed lo take action | 
I with reference to the deceased. President | 
' Lincoln. ] 

! The House adjourned till Monday next. 

Repiiblicnii Caiicus—Frecdmen’s Aid 
tkimmittce— Stniidiiig Committees— 
Fire. 

i New York, Dec. 6.— Tbe Post’s Wasli- 
inglon special says the Reimblican caucus | 
of the Senate will be licld on Friday even- 
ing to consider the House Joint resolution 
on reconstruction. 

Tlie House voted tlie use of its halls to 
the Freedmen’s Aid Commission for a meet- 
ing to be lield next Wednesday evening, 

‘ when the Rev. Henry' Ward Boceher will 
speak. 

Speaker Colfax is Imsy arranging standing 
committees of the House. Mr. Morrill will 



Louisville Tobacco Jlarket. 

The sales at tbe four auctlua warehouses to-day 
were 78 hhds. Including reviews, some of wbich, 
about 10 hhds, were of the crops of 1903, ond 21 
rejections. The sales included 1 hhd old cutting 
leaf at $31 755iS7 '.5; 6 Idida at »3 OC; S hhds 
at $S 1S<35 SO; 17 hhds at $6 C0(.i8 IU; 8 hhds at (10 UO 
ftlO 75; 3 hhds al (11 0C«11 73; 9 hhds at 12 00611 50; 
10 hhds at (15 OCmW 'iS; C I'btU nt (17 01k its 25; 2 
hhds at (20 00(i«22 23; S hlids al .(26 25<,.27 25, and 2 at 
(31 7SgS7 7i-lhe latter tiom Davlea’ County Cub 
ting Leaf. 

TELEGRAPH JIARKETP. 

CtNoiNNATl. Ueceniber 6— P.M. 

Eloiir dull and p. tees nominal. 

tVheat dull and prices lower ; old Red, (170; new, 
(1 50. 

Rye is dnll and prices nominal al 80c for prime. 

Uogs dull and prices nomin.'ll at (9 25 e.looo, gross, 
and (11 50(ai2 00, net. Ih celp'.s, 2.811 head. 

Provisions unsettled— prices irri gular and to a 
great exteot notnlnal. Mess Pork closed at r‘27 j96j 
(27 00— tbc latter the asking rate, tiieea .Meatsde- 
ellDcd to 9,12. and lH.c for Shoulders, sides, and 
Hams; Hulk .kleatb declined to Itqttsric for slioul- 
dors, 14q619e for Rib Sidis. Lard has deeUned to 
19c for prime city. 



I Car(iing Machines 

^yE HAVE. A FEW STANDS OF 



COUNIRV KOLl. GAliDS now reaUv 
for delivery. witU or without tbe BnrrinK «t- 
tachraentr nckers. &c. They are of hUpcrlor 



tbe ItnoB of tbe enemy. 

•‘By theae iustructlous a large part of the armies 
operiUng agaiust Riclimond is leit behind. Tim 



enemy, knowing Uiis. may, as an onlv chance, strip 
bcir lines to tbe merest skeleton, in the hope of ad- 
vantage not being taken of it. w hilst they hurl 
4’verytlilnz against the moving column, and return. 



should be left belilud to look 
roiu Isvnciibnrir, if Imorma- 



rv ue bv ir' 

lion. Sullich’nt cavaln- 

after Mosby’s gang. Fi 

tion vou get Uicrt*. would Juhtffy it.you could strike 
aoutu. livadiiig the streumB in Vlrgluia to the 
ward orDnuviUe.aud pusti on and Join Gen.Hhi‘rman. 
This addit^ual raid, with one uow about starting 
from East T« nncsscc uudt-r Stoncman, unniberlng 
four or five thousand cavalry, one from Vicksburg 
numbering seven or eight thousand cavalry, one 
from Eastport. .Mi^BisKippi, t<*n tiionsand cavalrv 



heir lines to the merest s 

.y hurl 

zaaainsrtne monner coiiinm. nn«i 

U cannot 
<lew of tt 

to occur wltliotit taking advantage of it. The very 
fact Ol lije enemy coming out to attack, if he docs 
BO, might be regarded 08 almoHt conclusive evidence 
cTi a wcukei 



)e impressed loo strongly tipou comman- 
der ol troops ictt in ttie trenches not to allow this 
to ocenr wUh4>tit taking advantage of it. The very 
fact Ol lije enemy coming out to attack, if he docs 

■■ ■ ■ ■ ' ’ ’ till 

1 

particularly enjoined upo 
in caseol attack from the enemy, those not altackefl 
are not to w alt for orders from the commanding of- 
ficer ol the army to which they bvloug, but tliat 
they will move promptly, and noUij (he comman- 
ders of their action. I would also e^oin the same 



of hucTi a wcukening of his lines. 1 w ould have it 
particularly enjoined upon corps comniauderbthat, 

K. . -• ckf ** ’ • 



Cliarics (jrilfin reUeved Major General War- 
ren in coniiuaud of tbe 5th corps. The re- 
port of this reached me alter nightfall. 
Some apprehensions filled my mind lest tbo 
enemy nfi^ht desen his lines during the 
night, andl)y falling ujwu Geueral Sheridan 
before assistance couhl reach him, drive him 
from his position and open the way for re- 
treat. To guard against this, Gen. Miles’ 
division oi Humphreys corps was sent to 
reinforce liim, aud a bombardment was 
commenced and kept up until 4 o’clock in 



meu to !)u made iu duplicate, one copy U> be 
given to an officer to be designated by me. 
the other to be retained by such officer or 

officers as you may designate. The oifieers | have been asked and 
to give their individual |>arole8 not to take 
up arms against the govemnient of the 
Lnited States^ until properly exchanged; 



wisiier, showing that tbe spirit is obliging, probably be chairman of the Committee on 
Benefited coiusultations among a circle of Wavs and Means. Mr. Ba\TUond has been 

ofl’ered tlic clmlrmanship of the Comuiittee 
on Foreign Kclutious. 



Bcpcfitcd coiusultations 
friends of the oecut»ant of the offiee have 
been held, and the usual spiritual questions 
* iin&wcred, three raps 



work, and warranted to give sstiefactmu. for 
wlilcii wc can lurot&h numerous rcccrFUces 
throughout Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee and 
Missouri. 

Cotton Gins, 

All sizes from 10 to 150 8UW8, for hand or power. 

Card t lolhiiiR. Bcltlu!?, Boltins 
(loth. 

ryCatalogncB. giving full dofcripthm and 
I pricee. sent byujall. H. >V. Jb’., 

‘ d4 d2awly 400 Main bt., Louu% i'.h-, Ky. 

H. K. K JR., 

,506 -tlaia St., n. s., near Fourlh. 



signifying yes, two raps neutral, and one 
nmiK-g of deceased 



rap no. Tiic names oi acceapeu persons 
have been spelled out, aud eommunication 



and each company or r^imenial commander i held between living parlies and decked 
sign a like parole for tbc men of their com- j friends. The fir 
mauds. Thearins, artillery, and imblic prop- j 
erty to be packed and stacked, and turned ; 
over to tlte officers appointed by me to re- 



mu (.uA/unaiiu vu < uu < , URI8 4.M ulcir acuuu. 1 wooiuaiBO cDjom iijc sanie 
Canby from Mobile Bay with about tidrty-i'lgbt action on the part of divUton commaudera wlion 
thousand mixed troop®, thest; three latUr pushing other parts of their corps arc engaged, in like 
for Tuscaloosa. Selma, and Montgomery, and Sher- » ^ 



ordered ou the enemy's lines. 

Wriglit jjcnctraled the lines with his whole 



first name spelled out in these j 

communications was that of tbe late Sedge- | 
wick Hall. The most simrular fact In con- 
nection with this mysterious affair is that 

the noise cannot be imitated, and that cve- 

Geucral arms of the officers nor their private horses i*y attempt made to get up a physical rap, 
or baggage. This done, each officer and ’ ' • » 



the moming, (April when an assault was celve them. This will not embrace the side 

nrdorml r»ii tin* enemy's 15ni‘a Coiio.rsil nrin« nt’ tln» nnr tin*ir •nrivnin linr^i^ 



,man with a large army eating out the vitals of 
South Carolina, is all tfiat w 111 be wanl4*d to 14-ave 



even make It your imnerallvc doty, to i 

from your base and gtrlko for the inter.-. 

Sherman. In such case yon will act on yonr own 
judgment, without waiting for insCrnctions. Vou 
wlirrepori. liowcvcr, what vou purpose doing. Tho 
details for carrying out ihcec instructions are ncces- 
sarily left to you. I would urge, however, if I did 
not know tbat yon are alrea<ly alive to the impor- 
tance of it, prompt action. Sherman may be looked 
for In the neighborhood of Goldsboro any time from 
the 22d to the 28th of February; this limits your time 
very materially. 



nothing tor the rcbclliou to stand upon. 
a(’ • ■ . . e 

pi 

last. 



. _ .. jpo: 

advise you to overcome groat obhta«d4’8 to accom- 
■ Utbls. 



Gharlc8l4.>o was evucuau'cl on Tuesday 
U.S. GRANT, LloiU. General. 
“ilaJor-Gcncral P. II. Suebidan.'* 

On the 25th I received a dispatch 
from General Sheridan, inquiring where 
Sherman was aiming for, and if 1 could 
give him definite infommtion as to the 
points lie might be expected to move on 
this side of Charlotte, North Carolina. In 



manner. I would urge the Importance of follow lug 
up a repulse of tbe enemy. 

“U. s. GRANT. IJenl. General. 

I “Maj. Gens. Msaue, Obd and Subuipan.” 

1 Early on the mornintr of the C5th tho ene- 
my assanltcd our lines in front of the IHh 

1 corps (wlilch held from the Appomattox 
liver toward our left) and carried Fort 
Steadman, and a part of tho line to the 
right and left of it, establislied themselves 
aud turned the guns of the fort against us ; 
but our troops on cither Hank held their 
ground until the reserves were brought up. 



corps, sweeping cvcrytliiiig before him and man will be allowed to return to his home, 
left towards Hatcher's Run, capturing not 



to his 

many guns and several thousand prisoners. 
Ho was closely followed liy two divisions of 
General Ord’s command, until he met tlie 
otherdivision of General Ord's that had sfic- 
cceded in forcing the enemy’s fines near 
Hatehcr’s Run. tieneials Wright and Ord 
immediately swung to the right, aud closed 
all of tbe enemy on that side of tliein in Pe- 
tersburg, while General Humphreys push- 
ed forward “with two divisions aud joined 
General Wnght on the left. General Parke 
succeeded iu carrying the enemy’s main 



to be disturbed by UuiteU States au- 
thority so long as they observe their jiarolcs 
and the laws iu force where they may reside. 

U. S. GRANT, Lieutenant General. 

“General R. E. Lee.” 

nEADQCARTEKS AkMY OF NORTHERN Va. 

Ajiril 1), 1S35. 

“GENER.VX : I received your letter of this 
date containing the terms of the surrender 
of the army of northern Virginia as proposed 
by you. As tliey are substaulially the same 
as those expressed in your letter of the Stli 
instant, they are accepted. I will proceed 



or a rap by phy.-ieal means to sound like 
tbc peculiar unknown rap, has been a fail- 
ure. 

Sale of Fayetti: Land.— George Graves ' 
sold, ou last Thursday, liis farm, of 170 
acres, nine miles from this city, on the 
Richmond pike, to Smith A Molierly, of 
Riclimond, Ky., for $1 -5 per acre.— [Lex- 
ington Standard, 5th. 

A horse recently trotted 30 inilcs in 
an hour and] 13 minutes on the Fashion 
course. Long Island, and died tlie next 
day. 



The lire last night destroyed tlic iiacking 
box iiianufactory of Henrv Holmes, Rush 
street. Loss about iTo.OOO; insured for 
1137,000. ^ 

Esenpe of Stevens. 

London, Nov. 24.— James Stevens, re- 
ported head centre of Fenians in Ireland 
was missed Irom his cell tliis morning. 
Nothing is known about the time of liis es- 
cape. C’onstabiilary in all parts of Ireland 
have been warned of Ids escape. 

Tlie Court (Meen’s Bench for Ireland re- 
fused appliaition to have Fenian cases tried 
in some other place tlian Dublin. The 
court held tliat a fair, impartial trial could 
be held in Dublin. 



Biim ciotli. 



Arrest of Lieut. .Iloffit and Howell. 

Portland, Me., Dec. f>. — Lieut. Moffit 
formerly of the steamer Alabama, and Jef- 
ferson Howell, came passengers per Hiber- 
nian, and were arrested in this city just as 
they were stepping on the train for Canada, 
this evening. 



Mill, Factory. Railroad, and 
Well Sii|>i»Iies of 
all kinds. 

S^Catalo(rucB sent free by mail. 
ryFaciory discount to dealcEa. 
d4 dJawly 
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WEEKLY COURIER. 

^DSESDA^ DECEMBER 6. 1S«3. 

MisriTpresentatioiis of the South. 

Thcro are many dilliculties and obstacles 
in the way of the perfect reunion of the 
States, not least among which arc those cre- 
ated by perverse and ignorant writers who 
persistently misrepresent the sentiments 
and intentions of the Southern people, and 
thus arouse suspicions and excite prejudi- 
ces against them In the North. To feed fat 
the fanaticism of a portion of the Northern 
people and to excite the opposition and dis- 
gust of others, the most unreasonable rep- 
resentations arc made in regard to their opin- 
ions, their views of government, and then- 
’ treatment of the negroes. It would very 
naturally be supposed that the pitiable cbn- 
dition of that people, impoverished and hu- 
miliated as they arc, would excite emotions 
of sympathy in the breast of every liberal 
minded man who haS witnessed their sor- 
rows and looked upon tlie desolation of 
their country. A proud and alUucnt people 
heretofore wanting none of the comforts or 
luxuries of life, suddenly reduced to pov- 
erty by the emancipation of their slaves and 
the devastation of their lands, mourning 
over their dead iatlicrs and sons, and com- 
pelled to yield obedience to military power, 
is a spectacle which might well elicit ex- 
pressions of kindly feeling and words of en- 
couragement for the future. But this docs 
not seem to be Oie poUey of the class of 
writers to which we allude. Their efforts 
appear to be directed to the exasperation of 
the Northern mind in order that the iron 
heel of power may not be raised from the 
necks of that unfortunate and down-trod- 
den people. There is little magnanimity 
and nobleness of heart in such a policy, and 
it cannot fail to receive, as it so riehiy mer- 
its, the reprobation of all right-thinking 
men. 

Some of their writers err through malice, 
and some through design. There is tittle 
difference, however, in the culpability ol 
the two classes : for the iguoramus who 
scatters the seeds of prejudice and bad feel- 
ing over the land is scarcely loss culpable 
than the literary guerilla who misrepre- 
sents by design. If he docs not know that 
the statements to which ho gives currency 
are true, he has no right to make them, and 
in doing it he violates every principle of 
candor and fair dealing, and panders to a 
depraved appetite and on unreasoning prej- 
judicc, and thus widens the breach between 
the two sections, which all good men arc 
now laboring so zealously to close. 

As a sample of the stylo of remark in 
which some Southern writers are now In- 
dulging, we copy the following article from 
the Nashville Union. The editor was com- 
menting upon some statements rcccntiy 
made by Hon. H. SI. Watterson, who, it 
will be remembered, was recently dispatched 
on a mission through the Southern States, 
to ascertain and report the state of public 
sentiment there, for the guidance of the 
Government. Mr. iVatterson, it seems, 
was highly gratified with the conditiou of 
the public mind, and the williug and ready 
acquiescence of the people in the measures 
adopted as a condition precedent to the 
restoration of the States to their places in 
the Union. 

The Union ridicules Mr. Watterson’s 
opinions, and takes issue with some of his 
facts. It says : 

Mr. Watterson might also truthfully have 
stated that it was a ' pi e-requisite for office 
that the would-be incumbent should have 
been an original secessionist; and it would 
have been rather agreeable to the feelings 
of voters tliaii otherwise if the candidate 
had killed a general or two after he had snr- 
dcred, to say nothing of a score or so of 
niggers and Andersonvillc jirisoners. 

Now, so far from this being true, the fact 
is exactly the reverse. The Governors elect 
of the States of Alabama, Mississippi and 
Georgia, and the members of Congress from 
those States w'ith but few if any exceptioAs, 
instead of being original secessionists were 
avowed Union men and supporters of Bell 
and Douglas. The original secessionists 
generally refused to become candidates, not 
only because they did not wish to give a 
handle to the enemies of the South with 
which to excite and keep alive exasperation, 
but because, being the most extreme of all 
Southern men and the bitterest opponents 
of the government, they had lliilo taato 
for participation in its affairs. 

The Union's intimation that the murder 
of prisoners after they had surrendered was 
a recommendation and a claim to office, is 
certainly without the slightest warrant in 
anything that has occurred. Wo presume 
that the editor’s allusion was to the cose of 
Capt. Frank Gurley, who killed Gen. Mc- 
Cook, and was allerwards elected sheriff 
of Madison county, Alabama. But even 
in that case the statement is untrue. 
Capt. Gurley was a regular officer in 
the Confederate Army, in the command 
of General Forrest, a recognized belliger- 
ent by the United States Government, and 
in the execution of his orders, engaged in 
honorable warfare. General McCook could 
have surrendered himself a prisoner, but re- 
fused to do it Gurley states that he or- 
dered him three times to halt before he 
fired, and those who know Captain Gnrley's 
fearless character, and his devotion to truth, 
do not doubt his version of the affair. If it 
was true that he killed General McCook af- 
ter he had surrendered, how docs it happen 
that Gurley was not executed when the 
Government had him a prisoner and con- 
demned ? And how docs it happen that the 
Government, after regularly exchanging 
him, now that the war is over and amnesty 
is proclaimed, seizes him upon the old, 
dead charge and consigns him to the gal- 
lows ? 

If the Nashville Union knows of any 
cases covered by his insinuations, he owes 
it to the public and to itself to give partic- 
ulars. It is neither fair or honest to indulge 
in insinuations without supporting proof, 
and such a course, while it cannot possibly 
result in good, may be productive of untold 
and unimugined evil. 

We do sincerely trust that these writers 
who are thus inflaming the Northern mind, 
will desist from their ungenerous efforts, 
and recognize the fact, that it is the duty of 
every man to eultivate friendly relations be- 
tween the sections, encourage harmony, do 
strict and impartial justice, and aid so far 
as may be in cementing the Union, so re- 
cently tom and distracted by the demon of 
war. 



Interesting SorgirnI Operation. 

The Missouri Republican of the 27th 
says: 

A surgical operation of uncommon inter- 
est was performed in this city, two or three 
days since, by a young physician whose name 
has been connected with one or two opera- 
tions on former occasions. John Hartman, 
a lad ol twelve years of age, stone blind 
from birth, as we learn from his father, an 
honest and intelligent farmer living near 
the little station on the O. & M. K. R. known 
as the Six Mile, was brought over to tlie 
city by his parents and taken to the office 
of Dr. M. E. Tuttle, northeast comer of 
Fifth and C'hestuut streets, who had en- 
couraged them to believe that their boy 
could be cured of the affliction which some 
freak of nature had entailed upon him. 
The particular optbalmic disease with which 
the boy was afflicted seems to have been 
that which is an ordinary source of blind- 
ness, in which an indescribably fine cutane- 
ous substance covers the outer portion of 
the eye and forms a dark blind curtain 
between the living brain and the light of 
the sun. 

After removing by a skillliil operation— 
which was performed in the presence and 
with the aid of a number of our older and 
most eminent surgeons— the substance with 
which nature had blindfolded the boy, the 
doctor placed the patient in a closely cur- 
tained and darkened room, from whidi the 
rays of Uie sun were entirely excluded for 
about forty-eight hours. A dim glimmer of 
sunlight being permitted at the end of that 
time to enter faintly on the darkness of the 
room, the triumphant and most happy result 
of the operation was then made inanifcst by 
the hitherto blind boy giving unmistakable 
signs of a resforation to sight. These signs 
have not failed, and it is now placed beyond 
a doubt that the boy will soon be in posses- 
sion of a pair of as good and clear eyes as 
those of his father or mother, neither of 
whom have yet had to borrow help from a 
pair of spdctacb s. 

Tub New Orleans Picayune says : 

Mr. Clarence Prentice, son of the veteran 
Louisville joiiraalist, having siient a fort- 
night In our city, has gone to Texas, where, 
it IS understood, he proposes to reside. 

The Texas Christian Advocate, published 
by the Methodist Church, and most ably 
edited by the Rev. Mr. Carnes (formerly 
of Hopkinsville, in this State), is to be re- 
moved from Houston to Galveston. 

Colonel Phil. Stockton, late of the C. 8. 
army, formerly of the U. S. array, is the 
agent of the Commercial Express at Son An . 
tonio, Texas. 



The Tobacco Interest in Kentucky. 

Among the many sources of wealth which 
Kentucky has within her borders, the culti- 
vation of tobacco is not among the least. 
Its production gives employment to a very 
considerable portion of her population, and 
the aggregate value of the annual product 
of this staple Is counted by millions. In 
some portions of the State, and especially 
in the Green River country, it is almost the 
only product of the former, prepared for 
the outside markets. An interest of this 
magnitude and importance should not, 
tlierefore, be overlooked cither by the legis- 
lator or the public journals. It should be 
protected and encouraged, and under no 
circumstances should it be sacrificed to 
other interests. Our Representatives in 
Congress should sec to It that in these days 
of extravagant taxations no undue or unfair 
burdens arc put upon it. 

Our attention has been called to this sub- 
ject by the report of a recent meeting oi 
the tobacco manufacturers of New York, 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut and Rhode Is- 
land, at the Cooper Institute in New York 
city, the object of which was to unite the 
manufactures of tobacco In a memorial to 
Congress to remove the tax upon manu- 
facturers of tobacco, and transfer the entire 
tax to the leaf. The meeting was largely 
attended, a great deal of specch-niakiug was 
done, the report of which fills about four 
columns in small tyi>e in tlie New York 
News. Committees were appointed to fur- 
ther the objects of the meeting, and the 
following fwsolutions were adopted. We 
print them in full : 

BESOI-UTIOSB. 

Whebeas, The present law relating to 
the manufacture of tobacco and assessing a 
tax upon it has, dm ing the past three years 
of its operation, fqlly and conclusively 
demonstrated to the members of this asso- 
ciation, and to all others connected with 
the manufacture of tobacco, its utter imus- 
ticc and inadaptability to the nature and re- 
quirements of the tiadc, os well as the 
wants of the Government, in the unpossi- 
bility of its stringent and impartial enforce- 
ment, thereby in reality offering a reward 
for the evasion of the payment of the tax, 
and for the defrauding of the Treasury of 
its just dues; and, whereas, under the pres^ 
ent law, these manufacturers, who have al- 
ways paid their taxes and gladly strength- 
ened the hands of the Government finan- 
cially, find their business fast passing from 
them, under the control of irresponsible 
and dishonest men, whom the present law' 
cannot punish, as the statistics of the De- 
partment of Internal Revenue conclusively 
show; and, whereas, owing to the depress- 
ing influence of the present law, every de- 
partment of the trade is entirely prostrated, 
and many workmen arc, thereby, thrown 
out of employment and thus divested of the 
means of honest support; and, whereas, it 
is the unanimous conviction of the mem- 
bers of this association, founded upon the 
experience of the past three years with the 
workings of the Internal Revenue law, as it 
relates to the manufacture of tobacco and 
cigois and snuff in this country, and is 
strengthened by the workings of similar 
laws fn other countries, that the removal of 
the tax from the manufactured article to 
the raw material, or leaf, will impart a 
healthy tone to the trade, in protecting the 
manufacturer and workman from the covert 
and sinister operations of irresponsible and 
dishonest parties, and will increase the 
n'venue to the national Treasury several 
millions of dollars annually; therefore he it 

licsohal. That the members of this asso- 
ciation respectfully but urgently reqnest 
Confess to remove the fax IVom manufac- 
tured tobacco to the raw material or leaf, 
as an act of justice to the honest manufac- 
turer, and an act that can work no injury to 
the growers; and, at the same time, as an 
act of precaution to protect the public 
treasury from fraud. 

Jiesolifd, That as the tariff on imported 
cigars, valued at $15 per thousand or less, 
is at present from 20 to 80 per cent, less 
than the duties levied by the Government 
on the same quality of cigars manufectured 
in this country, thus offering a premium to 
the foreign rather than to the home manu- 
facturer, therefore wo deem it the impera- 
tive duty of Congress to raise the tariff on 
imported cigars to an amount at least equal 
to the home manufacturer. 

Scaoliwd, That the objects of the associa- 
tion being yet iiuattoined, it is the clear and 
imperative duty of its members to continue 
its organization with unity and zeal to ren- 
der the movement successful. 

liexotved. That copies of these resolutions 
be submitted to the United States Revenue 
Commission appointed by Congress at the 
coming session. 

At the close of the proceedings the dele- 
gates sat down to a grand banquet prepared 
for the occasion. 

Our readers will nnderataod from these 
facts, that this movement against the produ- 
cers of leaf tobacco is not only an important 
but a formidable one. We do not know 
how it will strike them, but it seems to us 
that if they would protect their interest 
they should be up and doing. The demand 
of the manufactures that the whole lax 
upon tobacco should be laid upon the leaf 
and manufacturers be entirely exempted ; 
that the farmers should bear all the tax and 
they go scot free, is, to say the least, ineffa- 
bly selfish and nut at all modest It is cer- 
tainly a very cool proposition . The tobac- 
co raisers of Tennessee and Kentncky are 
now laboring under greater difficulties than 
they have ever encountered before. Their 
labor system is entirely out of joint, and the 
price of laborers higher than ever before 
known, and in some sections impossible to 
get at any price, while the price of every- 
thing the planter consumes has advanced in 
much greater ratio than the staple he pro- 
duces. In addition to this the taxes upon 
his lands cat heavily into his income. Wo 
know farmers in Southern Kentncky and 
Tennessee who have made laige crops this 
year, who will not be able to realize from 
the sale of their tobacco, unless prices ad- 
vance materially from present figures, what 
they have actually expended to produce 
them. This statement may look unreason 
able, but is true, notwithstanding ; and yet, 
under these circumstances, it is sought to 
throw the whole tax upon tobacco in all 
shapes upon the poor tax-ridden, nigger-be. 
deviled planter. 

We want our tobacco raisers in Kentucky 
to have a fair showing, and we therefore 
call their attention to this subject, and 
point out to them whese their interests are 
in peril. As an illustration of the imjiort- 
ance of the tobacco trade of our State, we 
would mention the fact that the sales of 
leaf tobacco in this city alone, daring the 
last year, amounted in value to six millions 
of dollars, and that, too, upon an unusually 
small crop. Some idea may be formed from 
this single fact of the value of the whole 
crop of the State, for it must be remem 
bered that what is sold here is only a por- 
tion of the crop, and what it would be with 
a full crop. The members of Congress from 
Kentucky will, of course, give this subject 
their earnest attention and sec to it that no 
injustice is done, if they can prevent it. No 
subject more directly affecting the interests 
of their constituents can occupy their time 
or command their efforts. 

LETTER FRO.M “OLD TRI.MDLE” 
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A Warm Greeting — The Courier .Anx- 
iously Looked for. 



[Correspondence of the LoulBTlIle Courier.] 

■ Bedpokd, Tbimble Coujitt, Kt. 

W. N. HAi.ini.MAN, Esq.: 

Deab Sib: Your circular of the 11th 
instant came duly to hand. 

The announcement of your intention to 
revive the Col'Bieb on the 4th of December, 
and awaken it again Drom its lingering slum- 
bers, was received like a blast from Roder- 
ick’s bugle, awakening a thousand echoes 
among the hills and valleys of Trimble. 
The ladies, too, are equally enthusiastic at 
the prospect of having its old familiar face 
again in our midst. 

Such was the anxiety to take it, that “I 
resolved myself into a committee of the 
whole” to receive suhscribere, and have the 
pleasure to advise you that I got twenty- 
five in about an hour’s time, and have no 
doubt that I shall be able to get fifty more 
by the time you issue, or shortly after. I 
have on my list the names of our comity 
Judge, D. 8. Lane, Esq., our worthy Sen- 
ator, the Hon. E. M. Garriott, with sundry 
of our most inlluential citizens, besides the 
intrepid Major W. D. Ray and many other 
war-scarred and prison-scarred soldiers of 
the late contest. 

You will bew pleased to learn that several 
prominent Union men (8. Gatewood and 
others) besides several of your personal 
friends, are exerting themselves for you 
with diligence and industry. 

Our lists accumpAiieiF by the money will 
go forward a few days before your first issue, 
as each one will wish to get the first num- 
ber. 

After congratulating you on your safe re- 
turn to your old post, and your old home, 
and trusting that the Cocbieb will be so 
conducted as to give its usual satisfaction 
to its myriads of admirers and old friends, 

I remain, ns of old, very truly your friend 
and obedient servant, Mcs-co-oee. 



E0’* The true voting population of Balti- 
more city is at least 35,(XX), but the total 
vote cast at the late election there, reached 
but little over 5,000, the action of the last 
Legislature having disfranchised a large ma- 
jority of voters. 



COMNONWElLTn OK Kk:.TI « XT, 

EXIKCTITE OKFK'IC. f itA.VKKOKT, KT, 
ilcvcoibcr 4ili, 1665. 

Ocnllemen of the fk-n<ih 

and Jlaase of Rejn’csentativex : 

Through the overruling of a beneficent 
Providence, to whom we owe profound and 
reverent thankfulness, we are now blessed 
with the auspicious return of peace over a 
united country and a reidorcd Government. 
The dark clouds of rebellion and war, 
which lowered upon our country, obscur- 
ing with the smoke of terrific conflict and 
bloody buttle the star-gems of sister States 
of the Union, i,ave bioken ^way, qml, one 
by one, their liabt again appeiiis in tiie gal- 
axy of the Union, blending their radiance 
in united haruiony, to illume ti c pathway 
of our great and tree people iu the grand 
progress of natiouality. 

Every prompting ol patriotism cominands 
ns to give our united and individual aid to 
|>romote and forward that Union and liar- 
niony so requisite to our progression and 
happiness, which has been so unlbi tunately 
disturbed. 

The passions and prejudices evoked by 
the coutliot should be cast away, and dis- 
passionate, prudent and wise counsels tie 
pursued. It is a time whicli demands dis- 
creet counsels and considerate statesman- 
ship, and the banishment from Executive 
Chambers and Legislative Halls of all [lar- 
tisan asperities, ail temporizing expedients 
for party ends, and all captious opposition 
to inevitable and unavoidable couclusious. 

Trusting that you come together with 
the patriotic determination to so shape your 
action as to promote the highest and best 
interests of our beloved State, it affords me 
pleasure to lay before yon sneb facts bear- 
ing upon the state of the Coimnoowealth 
a.s are deemed of importance to your pres- 
ent assembly. 

In giving a view of the state of the Com- 
monwealth, it is necessary, iu order to a 
proper appreciation of our present favorable 
condition, that you should have a synopti- 
cal statement of our connection with the 
great struggle for the maintenance of our 
national existence. 

Official rctiii'Ds from the various comities 
of the State show that at the comraeiice- 
ment of the rebellion, and before our popu- 
lation was disturbed by the war, in the first 
of the year 1»01, the white males in tiio 
State above the age of 21 years numbered 
lfil,o91 ; and white males between the ages 
of 18 and 45 years, called “ Enrolled Mili- 
tia,” numbered 187,211. The returns at 
the coinmeucement of the present year — 
ISfio— show a considerable diminution since 
tlie comniencement of the war. The re- 
turns for the present year give the number 
of males over 21 years at 109,749, and be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 46 years, at 108,- 
401. This diniiuishmcnt is accounted for 
by the absence, at the time of taking the 
lists, of our soldiers in the armies; and 
by the fact that, according to the best and 
most reliable estimates, about 15,000 to 20,- 
000 of our population left for the rebel 
armies. , 

The enrollment of ISfiS by the United 
States authorities of white moles between 
the ages of 20 and 45 years numbered 112,- 
742; and in 1804 numbered 113,410. The 
enrollment of “ colored” males between the 
ages of ^ and 45 for 1805 numbered 20,088 
Making an aggregate within the military 
age, of white and “colored” males, of 183,- 
498. 

The muster rolls in the office of the Ad- 
jutant General show that we furnished to 
the Federal armies — most of them three 
years’ meu — 68,975 white soldiers, against 
an enrollment of 118,410. The rolls on file 
in the same office show the muster-in of 
20,488 “colored” troops; and other evi- 
dences on file show that about .5,000 more 
were enlisted, but not yet reported to that 
office by muster rolls ; inokiug an aggregate 
colored troops of 25.488. 

The increase in the number of colored 
troops above the enrollment is attributa- 
ble to the fact that regard was not had to 
aye iu their enlistment. “ Color” was re- 
garded as sufficient qualification. 

It will thus be seen that, with a white 
and black male population between the 
ages of 20 and 45 years amounting to 183, 
742, we contributed 89,413 to the armies. 
Besides the hundreds of Home Guards eu- 
g^cd iu local defense throughout the pe- 
riod of the rebellion, we also had in the 
State service, for various periods, 18,526 
militia or State troops, paid and subsisted 
by the State. 

These facts and figures amply vindicate 
the devoted loyalty of our people, and are a 
sufficient answer to the sterebtyped slan- 
ders so persistently urged in some quarters 
against our noble State. Holding, as we 
have, with steady and unfaltering hand, 
the dangerous and exposed positmn of a 
loyal bother State during the rebellion, we 
have at the same time furnished our full 
proportion of the defenders of our Union 
faith, despite the alluriugs of sectional 
sympathy, and the unjust buffetings from 
those who professed to be friends. 

Ours was not the loyalty which draws its 
snbsistenco from promised profit, and its 
couraye from distant danger, but that im- 
yieldin_g devotion to principle which neither 
loa of property nor present danger could 
overcome. Steady and unshaken as our 
etcrnal bills in our fidelity to the Union — 
onward and unchecked as our everlasting 
streams-flowed the resistless current of Ken 
tncky loyalty, crimsoned with the blood of 
her noble sous. 

During the pcnacncy oi the war our State 
expended, in aid of the Government in the 
prosecution of the war, and for which we 
hold vouchers against the Government of 
the United States, the sum of $3,268j224 98. 
Of this sum wo have had refunded in Gov- 
ernment securities, which answered the 
place of money, the sum of $1,051,000, and 
from other means $57,280 77; amounting in 
the aggregate to $1,109,230 77. This leaves 
in the favor of the State against the United 
States a balance of $2,159,994 21. From 
this amount should be deducted the State’s 
proportion of the $20,000,000 direct tax, 
which the Lemslature, by resolution ap- 
proved December 2Sd, 1861, assumed to 
pay. This amount is $718,695 S3yi(, less 15 
per cent., making $606,641 03)^, which the 
Federal Government reserves out of our 
military advacements in payment of our 
taxes. This sum should be credited to the 
Military Fund, and charged upon the civil 
list. The balance, alter allowing all these 
credits in our favor against the United 
States, is $1,553,858 17^, which we hope to 
•have refunded soon. 

In addition to these expenditures, the 
State cxiicnded nearly one million of dollars 
in maintaining home troops for local and 
State defense. This service, though local in 
its character, yet was for the general de- 
fense; and we have viell-founded hope that 
the (Government will, when prepared for 
presentation, assume the payment of this 
expenditure. 

Notwithstanding these expenditures, our 
financial condition is of the most satisfac- 
tory character. The Auditor has furnished 
me a statement of our public debt, from 
1859 to NovemberfiS, 1865, which is hereunto 
appended (A.) 

From this statement it will be perceived 
that, at the close of the present fiscal year 
(lOUi October), our debt was less than at 
the close of the fiscal yacr 1859. 

October to, VJ59, our debt was $5,479,244 02 

October 10, 1865, our debt was 5,254,546 60 

To this sum must be added the sum of 
$3GO,(X)0, borrowed since the 10th October, 
and up to the 2tid November, to meet the 
payment of State troops and other military 
expenditures; making the total debt owing 
by the State for all purposes, up to 23d No- 
vember, the sum ol $.5,614,846 80. It is es- 
timated that $250,000 additional will dis- 
charge all other ontstanding war claims. 
To meet this indebtedness, according to 
the last annual report of the Auditor, the 
resources of the Sinking Fund are estimated 
at $7,510,487 17. If we add to this the 
amount which we may confidently expect 
to receive from the Federal Government in 
payment of our advancements, viz.: $1,558,- 
343 \7%, it gives $9,068,840 84?^ to meet 
on indebtedness of $5,864,358 80. 

From a statement furuislied by the Audi- 
tor, taken from the coinmissioners’ retunis 
for the years 1861 to 1885, inclusive, it will 
be seen tliat there is a reduction in the as- 
sessment of taxable property tliis year of 
$109,046,461 below that of 1861. This is ac- 
counted for by the fli-striicUon of slave 
property, and from the reduced rates at 
which projierly was held at the date of as- 
sessment, owing to the insecurity of person 
and property, ns well as to the immense 
amount of property swept away by the 
wasting hand of war in the sweep of armies 
over onr Slate. The statement (B) fur- 
nished by the Auditor is appended hereunto 
for your information. The return of peace, 
with the consequent restoration of confi- 
dence and security, and the revival of in- 
dustrial pursuits will, it is confidently be- 
lieved, in less than two years, restore our 
taxable property to the highest figmes of 
anv former year. 

Ahe death of James H. Garrard, late Trea- 
surer of Kentncky, devolved upon me the 
appointment of a succccssor to fill ont his 
term. Mason Brown, jr., was appointed to 
fill out the term, and his rciiort, herewith 
transmitted, bringing up tlie accounts of his 
predecessor to the time of his death, and 
liis own to the close of the fiscal year, bears 
ample testimony to his efficiency as Trea- 
surer. In the death of Colonel Garrard the 
State lost an efficient and incorruptible of- 
ficer, and the community a noble citizen, 
whose mental, moral and social qualities 
endeared him to all. The term of the pres- 
ent incumbent will expire with the year, 
under the provisions of the Constitution. 
Colonel Garrard was re-elected, a few days 
before his death, to the next term of two 
yeai-8, beginning with let January, 1866. 
It will devolve upon me at the proper time, 
according to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion, to fill the vacancy for the nc.xt term, 
by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate. 

From the report of the Inspector General, 
herewith transmitted, it will be perceived 
that only nine com]>anics have been organ- 
ized of the “National Guanl,” under an act 
entitled “An act to organize the militia of 
Kentucky,” approved March 4, 1865. 

The difficulty of diffusing a proper under- 
standing as to the intent and character of 
this organization has been the obstacle to 
its successful progress. IVith the minutest 
detail of instructions, it has been in some 
cases impracticablQ to have the law under- 
stood. Instead of looking to the law and 
to the instructions thereunder, precedent is 
drawn from the late military organizations, 
and those who attempt an organization 
seem to consider it part of the plan that 
they should go into camp and enter upon 
the life and duty of soldiers, instead of pur- 
suing the object and plan of the law of 
oiganizing as citizen-soidiers and bolding 
themselves at all times in readiness to be 
placed upon active duty when required, to 



assist in the enforcement of c*vil law. These ^ 
difficulties of a ]>ropei understanding ol the 
law and its intended operations, result, in - 
fart, from the long neglect ii]>on the ])art ■ 
of the FUite to keep up a militia organiza- 
tion until its Ibrms have been forgotten. 

q'he=.e obstacles, we trust, will soon he 
removed, and the militia organized as con- 
templated by the law. AVhen this is done, j 
and the State thoroughly organized as i 
contemplated by law, entire security will 
be given to every county in the State i^inst | 
marauding bands, should such attempt to j 
disturb any part of the State. | 

If each county will organize a company i 
of good men, who will be ever ready to | 
supiiort the civ il nnthoritics, no belter se- : 
curity can bo had. Had this organization 
of the militia been effected two years ago, 
it would have saved our peojile from many 
vexations and great losses. It would have ^ 
d’spensed with any occasion for retaining | 
other troops iu the State after the close of 
the war, and in this would have been a | 
great relief. A citizen-soldiery organized : 
in each county, of good men, who, pursu- ' 
iiig their ordinary vocations, yet ever hold- 
ing themselves in readiness to assemble and 
meet an emergency of danger or support 
the civil authorities of the county in the 
enforcement of the laws, is the surest safe- 
guard to iierson and property of any mili- 
tary organization that can be ^ven, and the ‘ 
only one comjiatible with a time of peace. 
To have a well-organized militia is the duty ■ 
of every State. 

I transmit herewith the report of the In- 
spectois of the Penitentary, and invite your 
attention particularly to the suggestions 
therein contained. The new structures 
erected iu place of those destroyed by fire, 
and those ordered to bo removed and re- 
placed with suitable buildings, are now 
nearly completed. Inspection of those 
new buildings will demonstrate that true 
economy in public buildings consists in 
having them of the best material, most sub- 
stantial st ructure, fire proof and adapted to 
the use intended. These new buildings 
meet these requirements. 

It is a iilcasufe to indorse the commenda- 
tion of the present keeper. Captain H. I. 
Todd, given by the Inspectors. The State 
has been fortunate iu securing the services 
of a keeper so richly endowed with those 
<]ualities which enable him, in efficiently 
conducting the affairs of the prison and 
executing the punitive justice of the State, 
to ever represent the generous humanities 
of our people and State. 

In this connection your attention is in- 
vited to the practicabiUty of improving our 
plan of prison discipline. A system of re- 
wards for good conduct should be estab- 
lished by law, under which convicts may 
obtain a release of a portion of their term 
for good conduct. If a plan could be 
adored by which the convicts could be 
separated into classes, having reference to 
age, character of offense, and to conduct, 
much good might be effected. To hold out 
the hope of advancement to a more favored 
class, and the shortening of the term for 
good conduct, would greatly promote prison 
discipline and encourage reform in the con- 
victs. Sufficient attention has not been given 
to the subject of reforming those upon 
whom the punishments of law are inflicted. 
It may well be questioned whether the pre- 
vailing systems reform as much as they de- 
moralize. The punitive justice of a State 
should have regard to the reclamation of 
those upon whom its penalties arc imposed, 
and should be adapted to reform rather 
than harden in crime. 

Our system docs not provide for proper 
classification of convicts, nor is there any 
reward held out for good conduct save the 
hope of Executive clemency. It is sug- 
gested that the appropriate committee give 
consideration to this subject. 

The large amount of vouchers for un- 
settled clajms which the State holds against 
the United States Government, which arc 
kept in the office of the Quartermaster- 
General of the State, and the invaluable 
records of the Adjutant-General's office, 
embracing the mustcr-in and muster-out 
rolls of our Kentucky soldiers, and in 
which every soldier and soldier’s family has 
a direct personal interest, made it necessary 
to have some suitable and safe place in 
which to keep and preserve them. The 
offices heretofore used by those ofli 
cers have been rented from time to 
time, and have never been adapted to the 
business of those offices, and wholly inse 
cure for those records. Having at my dis- 
posal a ftind sufficient to construct suitable 
offices, with fire-proof vaults in which to 
preserve those valuable and important rec- 
ords, I determined upon erecting them for 
the benefit of the Slate. In selecting the 
plan, I found that for comparatively a small 
additional cost, office rooms for the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction, the Board 
of Internal Improvement, and Chambers 
for the Appellate Judges, could be included, 
as also store-rooms for the public books and 
stationery. The rents heretofore paid for 
offices and store-rooms have been eqnal to 
over six per cent, upon the cost of the en- 
tire structure, which, in addition to the of- 
fices and store-rooms heretofore rented, 
furnishes the office rooms and chambers 
mentioned and not heretofore provided. 
As these buiidings were about being com 
plctcd, and were partly occupied as offices, 
a fire, originating in the office of the Clerk 
of the Court of Appeals, on the night of 
Tuesday, the 21st November, entirely con 
sumed that omce, ou 

records then in the office, and communi- 
cating with the office of the Secretary of 
State, soon invested that office and the Ex- 
ecutive office in flames ; but was fortunate- 
ly arrested after it had mode some progress 
upon the new buildings, but before any se- 
rious damage was done to them. The ar- 
chives and all the papers of value were sav- 
ed from the office of the SecreUry of State ; 
also most of the laws, journals, and judicial 
decisions of sister States, kept in’that office 
were saved. There were still on hand in 
that office some throe hundred and seventy 
five copies of Stanton’s Revised Statntes of 
Kentucky. The greater portion of them 
were consumed. An account has not yet 
been taken of the number saved from the 
burning building. All the papers and fur 
niture of the Executive office were saved. 
The Clerk of the Court of Appeals has filed 
with me a written report in relation to the 
destruction of his office, &c., with some 
valuable suggestions, to which your atten- 
tion is invited, and which is herewith trans- 
mitted. 

1 would recommend to your considcra 
tion the propriety of providing by law for 
keeping Insurance upon the public build- 
ings ; and also to provide by law for the 
employment of a night watchman, who, 
having pass-keys, may pass through all the 
rooms during the nighL and see that they 
are in safe conditiou. The Auditor would 
be the proper officer to be charged with this 
duty. The buildings destroyed can be re- 
placed, if you so direct, in a short time ; 
and may be better arranged for the purposes 
to which they were set apart than they were. 
Temporary offices for the Secretary of State 
and Executive have been taken in the new 
office building. 

Your attention will be directed to making 
suitable provision to sustain our public 
charities. Reports from the Eastern and 
AVestem Lunatic Asylums have not yet been 
received at this office ; when received, they 
will be laid before you. 

Provision should be made more ample for 
the support of the “Feeble-minded Insti 
tute” at Frankfort, the Deaf and Dumb 
Asylum at Danville, and the Institution for 
the Blind at Louisville. These noble and 
deserving charities have been Bomewhat 
overlooked during the war ; yet they have 
been kept in a highly favorable condition 
by their respective superintendents. 

It is recommended that you make suita- 
ble provision to meet the just demand upon 
the public bounty which the silent, but ever 
appealing afflictions of those stricken ones, 
makes upon the charity of the State. 

Your attention is invited to the conside- 
ration of our common school system. A 
radical defect in our system is the want of a 
school for the education of teachers. No 
system of pnblic schools, which fails to pro- 
vide for the education of teachers, can ever 
be successful but to a very limited extent 
The cxi>eriment of a normal school adopted 
in Kentucky, which was so soon abandoned, 
failed because of its Incompleteness. The 
Kentucky University and Transylvania Uni- 
versity having organized nnder the provis- 
ions of “ An iM't to establish an Agricultu- 
ral College iu Kentucky,” approved Febru- 
ary 22, 1865, and to be hereafter known os 
“The Kentucky University,” presents a 
most favorable opportunity for supplying 
the defect of our school system. The uni- 
ted endowments of those Universities, with 
the addition of the “agricultural” fund aris- 
ing from a sale of the land script donated to 
the State by the General Government to 
found an Agricultural and Meclianical Col- 
lege, affords the opportunity for founding a 
permanent and thorough system of common 
school education, embracing instruction in 
agriculture and mechanics. A system which 
shall secure to each county the perpetual 
scholarship for at least one pupil in the 
Kentucky University, and such scholars be 
required, upon completion of their course, 
to take charge of a county school for teach- 
ers, and instruct teachers in their respec- 
tive coimties, to be selected from each 
school district by the trustees of the school 
districts, who, in their turn, shall be requir- 
ed to take charge of the distriet schools of 
their respective districts, will secure to eve- 
ry child of the Commonwealth fair and equal 
advantages of uniform instruction, embrac- 
ing agricultural and mechanical education. 
This IS an outline only of a system which 
you now have the opportunity to perfect, 
and which, if done, will yield the richest re- 
turns of blessings to our noble Common- 
wealth. 1 shall not urge upon your enlight- 
ened body the Importance to the future of 
onr country of having an educated popula- 
tion. To those who do not already see and 
appreciate this necessity, no light can pos- 
sibly be given. “Thick darkness” veils 
the reasons 9f such, and no ray of Intelli- 
;ence can be expected to penetrate the set- 
led gloom of such minds. 

Under the provisions of “An act empow- 
ering the Governor to appoint agents to 
visit and aid sick and wounded soldiers of 
Kentucky,” approved February 27, 1865, 
Col. J. W. Gault and Col. W. De B. Morrell 
were appointed. Their labors have been 
of incalculable service to our suffering sol- 
diery. Their reports will, when received, 
be laid before yon. 

The number of disabled and homeless 
soldiers, who arc poor, and, from disability, 
prevented from making a subsistence, de- 
mands that some provision should be made 
for them, so as to secure them against want 
and suffering. I would suggest that proper 
steps be taken to obtain from the Govern- 
ment of the United States the “Soldier’s 
Home” at Harrodsburg, to be set apart as a 
home for disabled Kentucky soldiers who 
are homeless and poor. Doubtless this 
property can be had for that purpose on 



most liberal conditions. Ills a sacred duty 
iini>osed upon the patriotic bounty of our 
country to provide for the poor and home- 
less soldier whose maimed condition dis- 
qualities him for earniug a subsistence. Ev- 
ery State shonld look wcU and diligently to 
thi.s sniijoet. 

The reports of the Quartermaster General 
and Adjutant General will be laid before 
you. During the past year these offices 
have pceii over-crowded with press of busi- 
ness, resulting from the muster-out of our 
soldiers, and the necessary settlements of 
accounts and claims. 

The Adjutant General has prci'arcd, so 
fnf as our soldieia have been mustered out, 
the mu.ster-out rolls and historical sketch of 
the regiments. Sjiecimcu sheets will be 
laid before you. If these records were or- 
dered to be printed, and a eo])y funiished 
to each connly, it wonld be of great service 
to the soldier and his family having claims 
arising under any laws of the United States. 
In addition to which, should the original 
records, by any chance, be destroyed, the 
means would remain in each county of sup- 
plying the loss. The act requir'uig tliis re- 
jiort to be gotten up did not provide for its 
jiublication. tVhether it shall be published, 
therefore, rests with you to determine by 
law. 

The termination of our civil war has 
thrown upon us some important questions 
for adjustment. It is gratifying to know 
that those who have taken active iiart in the 
war of rebellion, as a class, now cheerfully 
accept the new order of things. What shall 
be done with those who have resumed their 
jicaecful relations with the Government, 
and manifests an earnest purpose of future 
loyally? Are they to be crushed — humili- 
ated — debased by continued punishment? 
or shall they be forgiven — trusted — restored? 
Though secession Is heterodox and suicidal, 
yet there wcjc many able, intelligent, and 
conscientious men who honestly lield and 
taught the right. The result of t he war has 
been to forever banish the heresy. Those 
who held to it, and fought for it, have given 
it up and abandoned the claim. Forgive- 
ness — trust — restoration — is the corollary of 
the problem solved by the #ar. Those who 
stood aloof from the conllict, but bade it 
rage, and who drew personal profit from the 
c:iTamities of the times, may continue 
vengeful and unforgiving. Civil war ever 
calls forth from obscurity many whom 
peace will return to their wonted insignifi- 
cance. Such will naturally oppose the re- 
turn of that state which deprives them of 
their consequence, and remits them to their 
proper level. There are others who, upon 
the restoration of civil rule, riot in their 
enlarged secujity, and provoke disquiet by 
the turbulence of a captious spirit. The 
just, considerate, and patriotic will discoun- 
tenance such extremes, and seek to cover 
the jiast with forgiving charity, and pro- 
mote the harmony and union so essenfial to 
our happiness and progress. Those who 
fought the battles arc for peace. Those 
who nursed their courage at a distance from 
danger, “to keep it warm,” only ask time 
to cool. Tlie war has determined the im- 
practicability of secession, and it only re- 
mains for the judiciary to decide that seces- 
sion is treason, to have the subject forever 
and flnaily ailjusted. This ailjudication 
should jiropcrly be had in the case of the 
chief of rebellion, to make it a precedent 
for all time to come. It is underalood to 
have been wisely determined to hand Mr. 
Davis over to the eivii triimiials, where 
decision will settle the leyal estimate of seces- 
sion, and dctei-mine whether it be treason or 
a riyht. This will end the trial of questions 
by military courts which arc properly for 
civil adjuiiieation, and leave nothing for 
military courts to dcterniiuc but qiicslions 
of military jurisdiction arising under the 
laws of civilized warfare. That wu^ may 
contribute to the general harmony and res- 
toration of gooil “fellowship, I would sug- 
gest the exiiediency of amending our laws 
of expatriation, so that all who have ac- 
accepted the terais of amnesty, or 
received pardon from the President 
of the United States, may each go be- 
fore the county or circuit court of his coun- 
ty, and, upon iirodiiction of his oath of am 
ucsty or pardon from the President of the 
United States, and satisfactory evidence to 
such court tliat he has coiilbrmcd to the 
conditions of such oath or jiardoii, such 
court, by order reciting those facts, shall re- 
store such person to all the privileges of cit- 
izenship. This mode of rosloralion will at 
once open the door toall who, iiigood liiith, 
have returned to thetr allegiance and their 
homes; and will still exclude tliosc who re- 
fuse to give evidence of sheir abandonment 
of their hostility to the GovenimeuL The 
process is convenient and facile to all who 
would be entitled thereto, and the discrim 
iuation just and projicr. To forgive a man 
who docs not ask it, nor crave it, and re- 
store him to rights which he had forfeited, 
would be to oiler a bounty to wrong; but to 
forgive those who seek it, and who give as- 
surance of future allegiance, is the humani 
ty of patriotism. 

The government of the Union is founded 
upon the existence of States. The existence 
of States presupiioscs State rights. With 
out the Slates there couid be no United States 



State shall form its own organism, with the 
single restraining right of the general gov 



the right of the State, because slavery is local 
to the State; but freedom is national, and is, 
therefore, more appropriately declared so 
to be through the Federal Constitution than 
by local or State action. 

The power to enforce the freedom so se- 
cured by the first section of the proposed 
amendment, is aptly lunited in the second 
section to ajiwopriate legislation for its cn- 
foreement. The only power conferred is to 
enforce the right to freedom — the right to 
life, liberty and property. There is no power 
to confer other franchises than freedom, and 
the consequent imwer to protect that free- 
dom from hostile legislation of States. 
Hence, any laws enacted by a State hostile 
to the freedom guaranteed by the Constitu- 
tion, would be in conflict therewith, and 
null and void; and an appropriate rem- 
edy may be given through the judicial tri- 
bunals to set aside such hostile legislation. 

Should any of the recent slave States, for 
any purpose, attempt to nullify the freedom 
secured by the Constitution; or should any 
of the former free States attempt, by hostile 
constitutions or legislation, to abridge the 
right of freedom, by prohibiting the migra- 
tion of the freedmen to such States, all such 
action will be in conflict with the Constitu- 
tion, and will be declared null and void. 
In a word, any State wishing to add to the 
immunities of freedom, -will have the re- 
served right to do so for Itself, but will 
be inhibited from abridging the natural 
right of “life, liberty and tlie pursuit of 
happiness.” Franchises other than free- 
dom are politkal, not natural, and are left to 
the States respectively to regulate each for 
itself. The Federal Constitution will bear 
equally upon every State and alike upon all; 
and so must all laws for its enforcement. 
The law which bears upon South Carolina 
will with equal force bear upon Massachu- 
setts. We shall thus be secured from divi- 
sions among ourselves in the recent slave 
States, which would inevitably and 
unavoidably result from separate State 
action, and the former free States 
will be as effectually debarred from 
hostile legislation to confine the freedmen 
within former limits. Were the subject left 
to separate State action, the ccitain and in- 
evitable result would follow, that some 
Stale, in order to force the freedmen from 
its limits, and iircvent others from immi- 
grating thereto, would adopt laws so hostile 
as to amount to worse than enslavement ; 
otliers would, in self-defense, pursue simi- 
lar and more stringent enactments ; and the 
forme.i free States would adopt like policy 
to exclude them from their limits; and 
thus this unfortunate rare would be driven 
by persecuting laws, with no jilace of ref- 
uge and no means of defense, until the 
voice of the civilized world would be raised 
against the iniquity of our proceedings. 

Nay, lurtlier; this hostile legislation, 
which would inevitably result, if left to 
separate State action, as a logical sequence, 
would give overwhelming force to the de- 
mand lor additional guarantees to freedom 
through another amendment, securing to 
the freedmen the power of self-protection 
through the ballot-box. We of the hereto- 
fore slave States, knowing the incapacity of 
the negro population for self-government, 
and much less for the government of oth- 
ers, will be secured agamst the follies, evils 
and dangers of separate State ac- 
tion, by adopting the ]>roposcd amend- 
ment, and will avoid the evil most 
dreaded by our people, of having the negro 
placed upon political equality. To leave 
the power of hostile legislation in the sev- 
eral States, after slavery has ceased to exist, 
and universal emancipation lias made JWe- 
dom thorouyhly national, would be to invite 
the evils we most dread, and incur dangers 
greater than any through which we liave 
passed. 

On the other hand, the adoption of the 
proposed amendment will give to os per 
pctual indemnity against the attempt to 
control the qucst$on of suffrage through 
the Federal [lowei'. Each State being in- 
hibited from hostile legislation abridging 
the right of freedom, but left at liberty to 
enlarge the privileges of freedom, the mo- 
ment any State shall confer ujion that class 
the right of suffrage, it will be followed b' 
a tide of “colored” migration to sucl 
State, and by the best class of the white 
poimlation of such State, in return, coming 
to those States where the Government U 
reserved to the white man. The certaintee 
of this result will he a perpetual guaranty 
f the negi ” 
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[IteporU'd lor the Loalevillc Courier.] 

Fkankfobt, Dec. 4. 

IN SENATE. 

The Senate met at 12 o’clock m., and was 
opened with the usual prayer. The roll 
being called, thirty-three Senators answered 
to their names. The newly-elected Sena- 
tors were then sworn in. , They were as 
follows: Messrs. Benton, Bruner, Cardwell, 
Chandler, Cochran, Crosby, Garriot, Dud- 
ley, Goggin, Gorin, Helm, Johnson, John- 
son (Wm.), Lilly, Morrow, Stone, Serigut, 
C. T. Worthington and W. J. Worthington. 

L. Russell Hawkins, of Franklin, was 
elected Clerk, and William Pruett Sergeant- 
at-Arms — both unanimously. 

For Assistant Clerk the result was: D. P. 
liobb, 28; L. W. Seaton, 5. 

For Doorkeeper the result was as follows; 
Anthony Crockett, 21; J. D. Pollard, 12; 

— Davis, 1. 

Mr. BRUNER offered a resolution an- 
nouncing to the House the organization of 
the Senate. Adopted. 

Mr. BRUNER — A resolution adopting 
the standing^rnlcs of last session. AdoptccL 

Mr. CLEAVELAND — Resolution ap- 

pointing a committee to announce to the 
Governor the readiness of the Senate, in 
coqjnnction with the House, to receive any 
communication he wished to make. Adop 
ted. 

Mr. COOK — Resolution inviting the min 
isters of Frankfort to open the Senate with 
prayer. Adopted. 

Same — Resolution tendering a seat on the 
floor of the Senate to the various newspaper 
reporters. Adopted. 

The Senate then adjourned. 



Mr. HUDSON — To incorporate the Sligo 
and Oldham county turnpike. 

Mr. WILSON — For the benefit of Robert 
Ashcraft, ofPendleton county. 

Mr. McGREW — F'or the benefit of the 
Louisville and Bardetown turnpike road. 

Mr. KENNEDY — For the benefit of as- 
sessors. 

Also, to repeal all laws imposing tax on 
dora. 

Mr. SIMS — To incorporate the town of 
Linton, in Trigg county. 

Mr. POTTER — In relation to a bridge 
company in Warren county. 

Also, to incorporate the Bowling Green 
Wool Manufacturing Company. 

Mr. CRAYCKOIT— For the benefit of 
the Presbyterian Church of Springfield. 

Also, for the benefit of school district No. 
3, Washington counW. 

Mr. SPEAKER — To repeal, suspend or 
amend the law passed at the last session of 
this Legislature regulating corporations in 
this State. 

Mr. ALLEN offered a resolution provi- 
ding tlmt on Wednesday, the 6th day of the 
present mouth, a select committee be raised 
to take proof in the various contested elec- 
tions, which was adopted. 

Mr. THOMAS offered a resolution direct- 
ing the Sergeant-at-Arms to furnish the 
members rvith the usual amount of station- 



against the agitation ol 
question. Each State beini 



negro-suffrage 



f ' secured, as it 
ts own instltn 
tibns of government, with the single re- 
striction that it shall be re]>ublican in form, 
no State can insist on anoUier adopting ne- 
gro suffrage, except by setting the example. 
The certamty of being flooded with “col- 
ored” voters, and of losing their own bet- 
ter population, will be the smest guarantee 
that such examples will not be very far ex- 
tended. The adoption of the proposed 
iinendmcnt will ^ve the quietus to the 
question of negro suffrage. The loyal re- 
cord of Kentucky will be complete iu all 
honor by its adoption. In addition to 
which, it will insure a more favorable hear- 
ing of our claims for indemnity for those 
slaves taken into the United States service 
formed u]>oii the basis of rcpuiilican gov- freed by Congressional enactments, 

ernment. At the foundation of that Union. accomplish no good; for 

is this distiiictivo, wcil-markcd feature of a " is^ now reduced to a cci-tainty that, dur- 
unilcd rc|inblican government — that each “ * 



This is the feature, which being preserved, 
will forever prevent the only remaining dan- 
ger to our republican govcriimeut — centrali 
zatiou. The Federai or united sovereignty 
can only require that a State shall have a 
republican form of gbvcniineiit; and can on- 
ly intcipose to prevent a State of the Union 
from adopting a monarchy, or other form of 
govcrniiient than a repiibllcaii or people’s 
yovcmnient. If the State government he re 
iniblicaii ill form, the right to direct its de- 
tails is exclusively w ith the State, and whol- 
ly without the powers of the F ederai Gov- 
ernment. One of the rights sacred to this 
Ibrm of government, and which is panoplied 
by coustitutional guaranties, is the right of 
each Slate to detennino for itself who shall 
be eligible to office, and who shall exercise 
the elective fraiicliise. So carefully guarded 
is this fuiidaiiiental feature of our govern 
incut, that those to he elcctid to Federal 
offices by the people arc remitted to the re 
spectivc Slate regulations. Members of the 
House of Representatives to Congress are 
to be chosen by those in tlie respective 
States who arc entitled to vote for the most 
numerous branch of the State Legislature. 
Senators are chosen by the Legislatures of 
the respective States. Electors for Presl 
dent and Vice President are to be chosen in 
such manner as the respective States may 
prescribe, with only the power in the Gen- 
eral Government to prescribe the time for 
holding such elections. How well and care- 
fully guarded are the rights of States upon 
the elective franchise. The whole power 
over the elective franchise is with each State 
— no part of it is left to the United States, 
This 16 the security against centralizaition. 
To dcstrov this sategiiard would be to cen- 
tralize. "fo centralize would be to destroy 
republican government. To attempt to de- 
stroy our republican government is treason. 
The effort to centralize is treasonable to our 
republican government, is but the counter 
part of tlie rebellion, who sought to destroy 
by disintegration, and which has been so 
successfully rcjirc-ssed. The counterpart 
must also be crushed ere rebellion will be 
effectively criu-hcd. The Federal Govem- 
nicnt is a government of United States, 
“ordained and CBtabllshcd” by “the people 
of the United States,” “in order to form a 
more perfeet union, establish justice, insure 
domestic tranquility, provide for the com- 
mon defense, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty to our- 
selves and posterity.” 

To preserve the rights of the States, with- 
out surrendering the just rights of the peo- 
ple in their national authority, is the wise 
and statesmanlike policy of the present 
Chief Executive of the United Stales. Ev- 
ery true friend of republican government 
must feel himself constrained to the support 
of such an Administration. Under his pru- 
dent core order emerges from the chaos of 
revolution; hannony supersedes the bahlcof 
recent conllict; good fellowship arrests the 
coiiise of passion and prejudice; and Union 
firmly binds the elements of State and na- 
tion. It is a source of gratification to all 
lovers of civil liberty to witness the steadi- 
ness of purpose with whleli he pursues, 
with unbendin" will, the accoini>llshmcnt of 
the desired end, the entire restoration <f cir'd 
government. 

All important question is still opou for 
your consideration, thrown upon us as one 
of the unavoidable rulings of the rebellion. 
Though the proper solution of all the de- 
tails connected therewith is difficult, yet, at 
this day, it must be apiiarent to every man, 
whatever may have been his previous hopes 
and former convictions, that the extinction 
of slavery within the United States and its 
dependencies is one of the inexorable and 
irreversible conclusions of the logic of re- 
bellion. It rests not in human power to re- 
instate or longer preserve slavery. How 
shall we dispose of this question ? Shall we 
fold onr bands and refuse to act, and con- 
tent ourselves with sullen subiiiission to 
unavoidable results; or shall we manifest 
our just appreciation of existing facts by 
timely and ap]iropriate action ? 

The time for partisan disputation upon 
this question has passed, and we should 
think and act with a wDe and pnidcut re- 
gard to our present interests and future 
good, regardless of the passions of the hour 
and the prejudices of the moment. I there- 
fore invoke your calm and patriotic 
consideration to this question, that you 
may take such action as will redound to the 
honor and good of our State. 

There are hut two mcaus of settling this 
question — one through separate State ac- 
tion. First, by legislative emancipation, 
with just compensation; and, second, by an 
amcndiiicut to the State Constitution in the 
ap])oiuted mode. The former is deemed 
impracticable, unless the Legislature shall 
assume the tact that slave property is now 
of no value. Although this may be true in 
fact, yet has the Legifiature the right to as- 
sume it? The latter mode, by amendment 
of the State Constitution, is expensive, be- 
sides being too slow to meet the necessi- 
ties of our ]iresent condition. On the other 
hand, the adoption of the proposed amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution is without 
expense, is immediate, is effective, and just 
as lawful os the other modes. Ifitbe objec- 
ted that this is an inroad upon Slate rlyhts,due 
considcrulion will demonstrate the error of 
such objection. Slavery being (ooi/, the reg- 
ulation and government oi \i, as property , 
docs of riglit belong to the State where it 
exists. avX freedom is nu/ionu/, and when it 
it is a settled question that slavery shall no 
longer exist in the UnitedStates, whatSlatc 
right can possibly be invaded by declaring 
this determination through the National 
Constitution? To provide for the regula- 
tion and government of slewe pretperty is the 



ing the present winter, the requisite num- 
ber of States to make it part ot the Consti- 
tution will ratify it. 

Whnt IS ti l at Uses ThU 

wnT DC solved by time and the natural laws 
governing population and labor. The ques 
tion, if let alone, will solve itself; or, rath- 
er, the futnre will suggest the proper solu- 
tion. The question of what shall become 
of him, constitutes neither on objection nor 
an argument against the proposed amend 
ment. He will be free — what more, the fu 
tiirc must develop. What shall become of 
us ? Shall we refuse to make wise provi- 
sion for our present, because wc cannot see 
or determine our future ? The question is 
as apt in the one case os the other. 

Having been com|>cllcd by my position to 
investigate the question, in order to deter- 
mine what course a just and prudent states- 
manship demanded, I have given you the 
sincere couyetiODS of my mind, and only 
ask that you'will, with like integrity of pur- 
pose, consider the important bearing which 
your action is to have upon the present and 
future good of our State. 

The entire breaking up of our labor sys- 
tem, and the necessity of adopting a new 
system upon the free basis, suggests the pro 
uriety of adopting measures to invite to our 
fields of labor a suiierior class of laborers, 
who have, by reason of slavery, heretofore, 
been kept from our State. Your attention 
is particularly invited to the subject of adopt- 
ing suitable encouragements to induce im- 
migration to our State. The vast extent of 
our mineral wealth to be developed, aud 
which is now attracting much attention, 
and drawing capital to our State for invest- 
ment, demands a superior class of laborers 
to those we have heretofore employed. Our 
fertile lands and genial climate will like 
wise present strong inducement to agricul- 
tural industry 

If, in addition to these measures, proper 
cncouragomeut be given, by suitable inter- 
nal improvements, to afford facilities to in- 
dnstry and capital, by opening up our natural 
thoroughfares to navigation, and making 
suitable roads for transporation of the pro- 
ducts of the country to market, and for re- 
ceiving supplies of merchandise aud other 
commodities in return, wc shall soon make 
our State the pride of the Union, as it has 
been the pride of her sons. 

Trusting that your counsels may be char- 
acterized by wisdom aud blessed with the 
harmony of patriotism, you will find me 
ever ready to co-operate with you in every- 
thing which tends to the honor, the welfare 
and happiucss of our people. 

TUGS. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Governor of Kentucky. 



Oil News. 

The following items we clip from the 
Glasgow (Ky.) Times of Saturday, the 2d 
instant: 

The Davis well, on Boyd’s Creek, which 
wc noticed last week, continues to improve. 
Il yields at least one hundred barrels per 
day. Mr. Davis, the Secretary of the Com- 
pany to which the property belongs, was 
here on a visit the other day, and, we learn, 
highly pleased with the prospects. 

The Cave City Oil Company’s well 
“blowed out,” a few days ago, carrying 
away the shelter of the derrick, aud spout 
ing the water and gas to a very considerable 
height Oil ahead, sure. Next will be the 
“strike.” This well is on Beaver Creek. 

At the Henry well, on Raccoon creek, 
the Fountain City Oil Land and Min- 
ing Company of Fou du Lac, Wis., struck 
oil a few days since, at a dejitli of seventy 
feet aud nine inches. It is now flowing oil 
and water vci'y rapidly, aud promises to be 
a fine yielding well The “strike” is on the 
farm of Mrs. Lewis, eight miles from Glas- 
gow, near the Nashville turnpike. This 
eomjiauy owns a large property m oil terri- 
tory in that vicinity, and are engaged in the 
work of development with an “energy that 

F romises the finest and speediest success, 
n a conversation with Mr. Birdsall, the 
general agent, we leani that the company 
will be engaged in putting down four addi- 
tional wells by the end of the year. Hebas 
had much practical experience in the oil 
business, and stated that he had never seen 
better prospects anywhere than in this sec- 
tion of country. 



A Singnlar Blunder. 

The Washington correspondent to 



the 



ipoi 

Cincinnati Commercial relates the follow 
ing: The Printing Bureau of the Treasury 
Dei>artmcut recently made a blunder of 
such a Btu|)id character tliat it is a wonder 
it was not discovered by some one of the 
many attaches in time to save the reputa- 
tion of the establishment The careless 
and off-hand manner in which they do 
things in the Printing Bureau, would ruin 
any joh printing office in the United States 
in six months. Think, for instance, of their 
striking off, I don’t know how many thous- 
and dollars, but os much as they wanted at 
any rate, of ten-cent fractional notes, and 
then discovered when the work was com- 
pleted, that in the engraving of the plate 
the word “cents” had been omitted, and 
that the bill might mean ten mills, ten cents, 
ten dollars, or ten d — ns, just as might be 
agreed upon between the holders and the 
redeemer of it. It had lO's all over it, but 
the word “cents” did not once occur. 
The faux pas was not discovered until the 
greater part of the notes hod been paid out 
of the Department. An attempt Is now be- 
ing made to call in the erroneous issue, but 
the work proceeds very slowly. The head 
of the Printing Bureau is Mr. Clark, about 
whom a Congressional Investigating Com- 
mittee told so many naughty stories a year 
and a half ago. But there seems to have 
bccu some hidden virtue in him that made 
him invulnerable. 



!iy, which was adopted. 
Mr. ~ 



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

December 4, 1865. 

This being the day fixed by the Constitu- 
tion for the meeting of the (jcneral Assem 
bly, the House was called to order by James 
B. Lyne, Clerk of the last House. 

Prayer by the Rev. J. S. Hays, of the Pres 
bjterian church. 

The membera present were qualified by 
Gen. Leslie Combs, Clerk of the Court of 
Appeals. 

Upon a call of the roll, ninety members 
answered to their names. 

ELECTION OF 8PEAKEB. 

Mr.TIIOMAS nominated Harrison Taylor, 
of Mason 

Mr. HAWTHORNE nominated Col A. M. 
Stout, of Louisville. 

The vote being taken resulted as follows : 

For Mr. Taylor, - - - - 57 

For Mr. Stout, - - - - 34 

Mr. Taylor having received a majority of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly elected, 
and was conducted to the chair by Messrs. 
Stout and McHenry, upon which he re- 
tunicd thanks, and urged upon the House 
the observance of good order alid deconiin. 

Edwin Thomas, of (i ray sou, was elected 
first Clerk. 

James W. Tate, of Franklin, assistant 
Clerk. 

J. A Rapier, of Larue, Scrgeaiit-at-arms. 

John A. Crittenden, of Franklin, Door- 
keeper. 

The usual committees of organization 
were appointed. 

Resolutions inviting ministers, of the 
Gosjiel to open the House with prayer, ad- 
mitting reciters to scats upon the floor, 
aud allowing J. B. Lyne, late Clerk, and J. 
L. Smedley, Ijte Sergeant-at-Arms, fifty 
dollars eacli, for their services in organiziug 
the House, were adopted. 

The House then adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Fb.ankfobt, Dec. 5,1865. 

IN SENATE. 

The Senate was called to order at ten 
o’clock this morning. Governor Jacob in 
the chair, aud then the journal of yesterday 
was read. 

Mr. HELM — Leave — A bill to incorporate 
a certuin railroad company, running to the 
Cumberland river. Select committee. 

Same — Resolution requesting information 
in regard to contested seats, and proceed- 
ings under the statute touching the same. 

Mr. V AN W INKLE, Secretary of State, pre- 
sented the Governor’s message, which was 
read by the Clerk. 

The message was ordered to be printed 
and enveloped, and furnished to the mem- 
bers. 

Mr. HELM’S resolution was then taken 
up and missed. 

Mr. CLEVELAND presented the memo- 
rial of W. C. Holbert, to be admitted to bis 
seat iu the Senate. 

Mr. GORIN presented several leaves ; 
among others, to repeal tlie expatriation 
laws, to establish a conventional rate of in- 
terest — all of which were appropriately re- 
ferred. 

Mr. GRAINGER — A bill to amend the 
charter of the Falls City Bank of Louisville. 
Select committee. 

Mr. HARRISON presented sundry peti- 
tions. 

Mr. SWIGERT presented the petition of 
Gcoigc R. Fcorons, claiming a seat in the 
Senftte 

Mr. CHANDLER — Resolution in relation 
to a tax on tobacco. Laid over. 

A House resolution for the benefit of Jos 



McHenry offered a joint resolution 
•providing for the election of a United 
States Senator on the 12th iiist., which lies 
one day on the table. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS offered a resolution re 
ferriug the Governor’s message to ap- 
propriate committees, which was adopted. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG, of Louisville, was al- 
lowed indefiuite leave of aliscncc, on ac 
count of sickness in hU family. 

Aud then the House adjourned. 

Fbankport, Dec. 6, 1865. 

SENATE. 

The reading of the journal was dispensed 
with. 

Petitions were presented by Lieut. Gov. 
Jacob, and Messrs. J. D. Landrum, Harri 
son, and Morrow, and referred. 

Messrs. A. 8. Allan, W. W. McKenzie, 
aud R. T. Baker, new Senators, appeared! 
were qualltled, and took their seats. 

Mr. DUDLEY, from the Contested Elec 
tion Board of Thomson vs. Allan, asked to 
be discharged on the ground that the law 
docs not permit the charge of military in 
tcrfercnce to be entertained by the Board. 

Mr. BRUNER moved to refer the whole 
matter to the Committee on Privileges and 
Election. 

Mr. PRALL moved to amend, by requir- 
ing the committee to inquire into the facts 
08 to whether military interference was 
used iu any other,Senatorial election, either 
in 1865 or 111 1863. 

Mr. HELM moved, as a substitute for 
hotli propositions, that all the contested 
election boards he disehargud from the con- 
sideration of the cases, aud that they all be 
referred to the Committee on Elections with 
instructions to report as to whether the elec- 
tions were free. 

After some discussion Mr. Helm with- 
drew his proposition. 

Mr. PRALL’S amendment was then re- 
jected by the Ibllowiug vote, viz.: 

Yeas. — Messrs. Baker, Benton, Black, 
Cardwell, Chiles, Cook, Goggin, Landram, 
Landrum, Mmrow, Patrick, I’i'all and Win. 
J. Worthington — IS. 

N.ayb. — Messrs. Bolts, Bruner, Chandler, 
Cleveland, Cofiey, Cosby, Diullcy, Gardner, 
Garriott, Gorin, Grainger, Hammond, Har- 
rison, Helm, O. P. Johnson, Wm. Johnson, 
Lilly, McKenzie, Riffc, Stone, Swigert, C. T. 



B. Lyne and Dr. Smedley., Adopted. imfrr., itelv ■ 

Friday at 10 o’-t 



To repeal au act in relation to the teachers 
in this State. Judiciary. 

Various other leaves were asked by the 
same gentleman, which were granted. 

Mr. LANDRAM — A bill to iucori>oratc the 
Deposit Bunk of Warsaw. Banks. 

Mr. PRALL — Leave — A bill to amend the 
law in regard to the incoriioration of this 
Commonwealth. Judiciary. 

Mr. CLEVELAND — A bill to charter a 
turnpike road company in Bracken county. 
Judiciary. 

Mr. BRUNER presented the notice of 
Col. Love, contesting the right to u scat in 
the Senate. 

The Clerk announced that the seals of A. 
8. Allen, L. B. Goggin, 0. P. Johnson, K. T. 
Baker and M . M. Benton were contested. 

The case of A. S. Allen was first taken np, 
and Messrs. L. B. Goggin, J. H. Chandler, 
Wm. A. Dudley, F. L. Cleveland and J. B. 
Bruner were chosen by lot as a board to in- 
quire into and report on the same; and Mr. 
Goggin was excused from serving, and O. P. 
Johnson chosen in his place, who was also 
exensed, and then A. D. Coshy was placed 
on the board. 

The case of R. T. Baker was then taken 
up, and the board chosen were Messrs. T. P. 
Cardwell, James W. Gorin, W. 8. Bolts, W. 
J. Worthington and Elijah Patrick. 

The case of H. M. Benton was then taken 
up, dud Messrs. Wm. Johnson, W. A. Dud- 
lA', G. C. Riffe, T. B. Cochran and Thos. Z. 
Morrow were chosen as the board. 

The case of L. B. Goggin was then taken 
up, and the following gentlemen were 
chosen as a hoard in regard to the same: 
Messrs. H. C. Lilly, T. P. Cardwell, C. T. 
Worthington, J. D. Landrum and T. W. 
Hammond. 

The case of O. P. Johnson next came up, 
and Messrs. Garriott, Dudley, Cook, N. B. 
Black and John A. Prall were chosen os the 
board. 

The Senate then adjourned. 

HOUSE. 

A message was received from the Senate 
by Messrs. Bruner, Helm aud Dudley, in- 
forming the House that the Senate was or- 
ganized aud ready to proceed to business. 

Also, a committee conslBttng of Messrs 
Cleveland, J. D. Landrum and Cook, In- 
forming the House that they bod been ap- 
pointed a committee, to act in conjunction 
with a similar one appointed by the House, 
to wait on the Governor and inform him 
that both branches of the General Assembly 
were organized aud ready to proceed to 
business. 

Whereupon Messrs. Bell, Buckner and 
Stout were appointed a committee on the 
part of the House. 

After a short time Mr. Bell reported that 
the committee had performed that duty, 
aud were informed by the Governor that he 
would, in a short time, scud a message iu 
writing. 

Messrs. Hngb Newell, of Harrison; H. 
G. Van Seggern, ol the city of Louisville: 
Moses Lacy, of the couuties of Morgan and 
Wolfe, and B. F. Cockrell, of the counties 
of Montgomery and Powell, appeared, were 
qualified, and took their seats. 

Mr. Me JIILLAN presented the petition of 
B. D. Lacy, contesting the seat ol Lander 
Barber, from the county of Bath. 

Mr. HARLAN presented the petition of 
W. H. Reynolds, contesting the seat of J. 
Strouhe, from the county of Bracken. 

Also, the petition of W in. A. Morton, con- 
testing the seat of Richard Gregory, from 
the county of Hopkins. 

Also, the petition of John C. Beck and 
James White, contesting the scats of Jacob 
Hawthorne and W. P. Degmau, from the 
county of Campbell. 

A message from the Governor was received 
by Mr. \ an Winkle, Secretary of State, 
transmitting bis annual message. 

On motion, 5,000 copies of the message 
were ordered to be prmted, euvelopcd aud 
stamped. 

A message was received from tlie Senate 
by Mr. Bruner, announcing tliat they had 
concurred in tlie House resolution lor tlie 
benefit of Jas. B. Lyne aud John L. Smod- 
ley. 

Leave was granted to bring in the follow- 
ing bills, which were referred to appropri- 
ate cominitteees, viz : 

Mr. DKAFFIN— A bill to repeal the 15th 
section of the Revised Statutes, title “Ex- 
patriation and Aliens.” 

Mr. GARDNER — A bill to amend an act 
for the benefit of Caldwell county. 

Also, for the benefit of Theodore Thomp- 
son, late Sheriff of Livingston county. 

Mr. HAWTHORNE — t'o extend the cor- 
porate limits of Newport. 

Also, to make the February term of the 
Campbell Circuit Court, at Newport, terms 
for the trial of criminal aud penal cases. 

Mr. BUCKNER— A bill for the ben- 
efit of the heirs of Ambrose Bush, deceased. 

Mr. JOSIAH VEECH — To amend an act 
entitled an “An act to charter the Planters’ 
Bank of Kentucky.” 

Mr. HARLAN — For the benefit of Sanford , 
Goins. 

Mr. YOUNG — To repeal the expatriation 

Mr. PRIEST— For the benefit of D. N. 
Walden, late Sheritt’of Henderson county. 

Mr. BIJUR — To create a bureau oi emi- 
gration. 

Mr. CARLISLE — To amend the charter of 
the Covington and Lexington Turnpike 
Road Coimiany. 

Mr. LYON — To amend the law of roads 



Worthington and Wright — 23. 

Mr. BRUNER’S motion was then adopted, 

A message was received from the Gov- 
cnior, traiisroitling joint rcsnlutions ado]>t- 
ed by the Legislature of Vci-mout in rela- 
tion to the rcconstruetiou of the States 
rcccntiy in rebellion. 

Ordered to lie printed, and referred to the 
Coiiimiltce on Federal Relatious. 

[For message see House proceedings.] 

Mr. J. J. L.VNDR.IM-^elect Commit- 
tee — ^To amend an act to Incorporate the 
Warsaw ilale Collqgc. Passed. 

Mr. CLEVELAND — Select Committee— 
To amend tlie cliartcr of the Bank of Hon- 
k insville. Passed. 

Mr. DUDLEY — Select Committee — To 
supply lost or destroyed records in the 
Court of Apiieals. Passed. 

Mr. PRALL — Select Committee — To 
amend the law to regulate corporations in 
Kciitucky. [Corporations in wliich the 
State lias no stock not to report to the 
Auditor, as now required by law; nor local 
corporations, other than banking com- 
panies.] Referred to the Finance Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. GRANGER — Select Committee — To 
amend the charter of the Falls City Bank. 
Referred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Leave was given to bring in the following 
bills, wlilch were appropriately referred, viz: 

Mr. CHANDLER — To amend the law of 
husband and wife. 

Same — To repeal the law requiring teach- 
ers and officers to take the oath. 

Mr. J, J. LANDRAM ottered arcsolnlionn 
relcrring the Governor’s Message to appro- 
priate cuimiiittecs. 

Same — A resolution providing for the elec- 
tion of a United States Senator on the 12th 
Inst. Lies one day on the table. 

Leave of absence was granted Mr. Grain- 



these States, including herein the right of 
elective franchise. ° 

llesolved. That the Secretary of State is 
hereby instructed to transmit a ^py of 
these resolutions to the President of the 
United States, to the Governors of the sev- 
eral Slates, and, also, a copy to each of our 
Senators and Representatives iu Congress 
who arc hereby requested to present the 
same to both Houses iu Congress. 

Ordered to bo printed, and referred to the 
Committee on Federal Relations. 

Mr. HAWTHORN — To extend the corpo- 
rate limits of the city of Newport. 

Leave was given to bring in the fol- 
lowing bills, which were appropriately re- 
ferred: 

Mr. R. T. DAVIS — To amend an act to 
autliorlzc the city of Paris to raifc a fund 
for the support of public schools. 

Same — For the benefit of Paris and Jack- 
souto'wn turnpike road company. 

Same— To create a Soldiers’ Relief Fund 
for Bourbon county. 

Same — To amend the charter of the citv 
of Paris. ■’ 

Same — To repeal an act requiring certain 
officers and teachers of this Commonwealth 
to take an oath of office. 

Mr. BIRCHETT— For the benefit of R. F. 
Vinson, clerk of Lawrence couuty court. 

Mr. BELL — To prevent military authori- 
ties from interfernng with clcctious. 

Mr. HARLAN — To change the line be- 
tween Oweu and Franklin counties. 

Same — To change the line between Frank- 
lin and Anderson. 

Mr. JOSIAH VEECH — To incorporate 
the Kentucky Lubricating Oil Company. 

Mr. 8 TOUT — To increase the salaries ot 
judges in this Commonwealth. 

Same— To incorporate the “Conconlia 
Club.” 

Mr. PATRICK— Benefit of Wm. Blair of 
Magoffin county. ’ 

Mr. BUSH— To amend the existing laws 
In regard to injunctions against judgments. 

Mr. BAKER— For the benefit of Benj. 
Nolan, administrator of the late clerk of 
Harlan county. 

Mr. BUCKNER— To amend tlie 18th arti- 
cle of chap. 27, of the Rev. StaU., title 
“Courts.” 

Same- To amend an act, entitled “ An 
act to amend the revenue laws of this Com- 
monwealth.” 

Mr. BRADLEY- For the benefit of Will- 
iam Herrin, late sheriff of Fulton county. 

Mr. WOOD — To charter the Chaplin and 
Anderson County Turnpike Road Com- 
pany. 

Mr. RODMAN— To create an additional 
voting place in Lame county. 

Mr. BRUCE — For the benefit of James H. 
Davchj^Anthony Erans and Thomas Nolen. 

Mr. Thomas — T o incorporate the town 
of Loretto, in Marion county. 

Mr. RIGGS— For the benefit of John 
Concklin, late clerk of the Monroe county 
court. 

Mr. McMILLEN — To authorize the sur- 
plus “Volunteer Fund” in Nicholas county, 
to be applied to the payment of the county 
subscription of stock in the Carlisle and 
Sliarpsburg turnpike road, and other pur- 
poses. 

Mr. l.ILI.ARD— To amend section 3, chap- 
ter 63, of Revised Statutes. 

Same — To repeal an act entitled “An act 
to amend the jury laws of this Common- 
wealth.” 

Mr. P.VRROTT — Giving the trastces of 
Campbellsville, Ky., the power of granting 
coffce-liouse licenses. 

Mr. FINNIE — For the benefit of Jas. R. 
Hughes, deceased, late clerk of Union coiiii- 

I ‘>’- 

I Same— For the benefit of Thos. Uonway, 
i late sheriff of Union county. 

Same — To incorporate Morganfield Lodge, 

. No. 66, of Free and Accepted Masons, 
j Same — To incorporate a company to 
' build a bridge across Tradewater river, in 
I the counties of Union aud Crittenden, 
j Mr. McHenry offered a resolution al- 
lowing seats on this Uoor to gcntlemcu 
I contesting the scats of slttiug mambors. 
i Adopted. 

A resolution to raise a committee to hear 
; the proof in the various cases of contested 
' seats. They were all taken up and referred 
j to the Committee on Electioui. 

! A message from the Senate was received 
by Mr. Bruner, oskiug the concurrence of 
. this House to a Senate bill, entitled “;Vn 
act to amend the charter of the Bank of 
j Hopkinsville.” Banks. 

I Mr. McGREW offered a joint resolution, 

, that when this House adjourns on the 20th 
of this month, it adjourn to meet on the 
I 4th day of January, 1866. 

I And then the House adjourned until Fri- 
! day morning at 10 o’clock. 



and paesways. 

Mr. THOMAS— To 



'o extend the corporate 

limits of Lebanon. 

Mr. BRIEN — For the benefit of P. Palmer, 
late SherifiT of Marshall county. 



I’clock. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wedsksdat, Dee. 6, 1865. 

Mr. geo. H. WHITTEN, the member 
elect from the couuties of Floyd and John- 
son, was qualified and took bis seat. The 
journal of yesterday was read. 

Mr. BELL oU'ered the following preamble 
and resolution, which were adopted, viz: 

Whereas, The President ot the Uulted 
States has recommended to ail the people 
of the States that Uiey should observe 
Thursday, the 7th day of the present 
month, us a day of national thanksgiving 
and prayer, and the Governor of Kentucky 
has, in accordance with this recommenda- 
tion, requested th:it the citizens of this 
State should respect the proclamatiou, and 
join in the national thanksgiving aud 
prayer. This House concurs in opinion as 
to the propriety of this request, and, there- 
fore, 

Resdved, That when it adjourns to-day, 
it will adjourn to meet on Friday, the 8th 
lust, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

Mr. McHENKY presented the petition of 
Wm. A. Braun, contesting the scat of James 
Wilson, of the couuty of Pendleton. 

Mr. SIMMS presented the petition of 
James H. Leech, contesting the seat of 
Francis Gardner, of the county of Caldwell 

A missage from the Governor was receiv- 
ed by Mr. van Winkle, Secretary of State, 
transmitting resolutions from the Slate of 
Vermont, iu rela'tiun to secession. 

SPECIAl, MESSAGE. 

Commonwealth of Kentucky, 1 
Executive Office, > 
Frankfort, Dee. 6, 1865. ) 

Gentlemen of the Senate and 

JIanse qf' Representextives : 

The accompanying “joint resolution 
in relation to the reconstruction ot the 
States recently in rebellion,” adopted by 
the General Assembly of the Sfcite of Ver- 
mont were received by me yesterday, and 
are now laid before you for your considcra- 
tiou. 

Holding that the Union is indissoluble) 
that secession is a nullity; that the States 
are as in the Union perpetual ; that no trea- 
son or rebellion of the people of any State 
can destroy the existence ol such State ex- 
cept by destroying the Union, I would sug- 
gest and rccommeud that you give decisive 
expression of yourcondciniiatlon oftlic des- 
tructive and revolutionary policy urged by 
these resolutions. 

Either secession is a right of a State, or it 
is a nullify. If it he a right, then ages of 
repentauce cannot irarge our country of the 
sin of having ]ir03ccnicd a war of conquest 
agaiust the seceded States. If the secession 
of those Slates was, as I insist, a nullity, 
then these resolutions arc as heretical and 
adverse to our form of government as se- 
cession ; for they are based upon the ad- 
mission that secession had accomplished 
seiiaralion, and that wc hold those States 
by conquest. Of the two, secession has 
the vantage ground ; for these resolutions, 
by necessary implication, admit the right of 
secession, and make us guilty of bathing 
our country in its own best blood to estate 
lish their lieretical dogmas. 

Tlie States being iiciyctual and indis- 
tnictihle, the rebellion of its citizens, when 
unsuccussfni, cannot destroy a State. Re- 
storation of the Government over such 
State, ex nccessiede Tie, restores the State to 
its relatious with the Government of the 
Union, and leaves nothing to complete tlie 
perfect relations but to organize the State 
Govci-nmeiit. Tlie citizen in rebellion only 
can be punished, not the State. 

The life of the State is the life of the 
Union. A State cannot perish and the Union 
live. It is a member of the Union; Us life 
is part of the life of the Union, and when it 
perishes the Union decays and dies. The 
lierpctuity of the States is essential to the 
existence of the Union. The destruction 
of the States destroys the Union. 

The existence of the States depends upon 
])resen ing the right of each State to deter- 
niine for itself the details of its own re- 
publican form of government. 

The right of “life, liberty and prosperity” 
is a natural right, which pertains to each in- 
dividual in a state of nature. The right to 
vote, to hold aud exercise office, are strictly 
and purely political rights, or franchises 
conferred by organized society upon those 
deemed by such society com]>etcut and safe 
to entrust with these franchises. 

Each State must be left free to choose for 
itself Us own form of republican govern- 
ment, and determine who «hall be the eie- 
positories of its political franchises-, other- 
wise the foumlatious of our republican gov- 
ernmeut will he upheaved, aud the fairest 
fabric that over sheltered human liberty will 
he overthrown, the States will be blotted 
from tlie map of free republics, aud cen- 
tralized domination will overbear the cher- 
ished freedom of our people. 

Holding these opiuions to bo fundamental 
and vital, I recommend that you give to 
them a clear, emphatic aud decided expres- 
sion, as the views held by your body and 
the noble people wliom wc represent. 

THUS. E. BRAMLETTE, 
Governor of Kentucky. 
Joint resolutions in relation to the recon- 
slnictiou of the States recently in rebellion 
against the United States : 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State, that in the re- 
construction of the governments of the 
States lately in rebellion against the govem- 
meut and authority of the United States, 
the moral power and legal authority vested 
in the federal government should be exe- 
cuted, to secure equal rights, without re- 
spect to color, to all citizens residing in 



^ TIIE SACKING OF SEL.IIA, ALA. 

The Women Robbed— The City 

llurned— Extract from a late 
I S^ech of Governor Parsons, ol 
! Alabama, iu New York City. 

I Ladif.8 AND Gentle.men: It is difficult 
j with language to portray the devastation 
which war, esMcially civil war, produces, 
so as to furnish an adequate idea of its ef- 
fects. To realize them you must witness 
I them ; to comprehend them fully you must 
' live upon the theater and witness the advance 
• and retreat of vast armies, listen to the roar 
\ of battle, and see those who af'C left upon 
the field after the retreat; you must see 
fields laid waste, farm houses, cotton presses 
and gins in ruins ; you must sec towns and 

. .Uiioo ia to fnmi anv t liincr ]ikg an 

' adequate idea of what war in reality is. You, 
whose fortune it has been to see only the 
i regiment with colors streaming, the recipi- 
ents of all the kindness and watchful care 
1 that friends bestow, as they left for the 
scene of battle, can form no conoe])lion of 
i the appearance of that regiment after the 
I battle IS over, unless, indued, it has been 
your fortune to be on the scene of action, or 
' so near it that your house hoe been crowded 
with those who have become victims of the 
j strife. It will be in your recollection, la- 
I dies and gentlemen, that during the lost of 
March and in April, the rebellion suddenly 
collapsed. At that time public attention 
in the North Was doubtless turned mainly 
to the operations around Kiclimond, and to 
those which attended the movements of tho 
vast armies ot Sherman. But it also hap- 
pened tlmt Gen. Wilson, with a large force 
of cavalry, some' seventeen thousand, I be- 
lieve, in number, commenced a movement 
from the Tcuncssco river and a ]>oint on the 
northwest of the State of Alabama, diagon- 
ally across the State. He penetrated to the 
center, and then radiated from Selma in 
every direction, tliroogh one of the, most 
prodactite regions of tho Sontb. 

Tliat little city of about ten thousand in- 
habitants — its defenses were carried by as- 
sault on one of the first Sunday evenings in 
last April, sun about an hour high. Before 
another sun rose every house iu that city 
was sacked except two; every woman was 
robbed of her watch, her ear-rings, her fin- 
ger-rings, her jewelry of all descriptions, 
and the whole city given up for the timo to 
the possession of the soldiers. It was a 
severe discipline to this people, it was 
thought necessary by the commanding 
General to reduce and subdue the spirit of 
rebellion. For one week the forces under 
Ganeral Wilson occupied that little town, 
and night after night, and day after day one 
public building alter another — first the ar- 
senal, then tho foundry, each of which 
covered about eight or nine acres of ground, 
and was conducted upon a scale coiumeu- 
surate with the demand that the military 
supplies for the war created; railroad de- 
pots, machine shops connected with them — 
everything of that description which had 
been in any degree subservient to the cause 
of the rebellion, was laid in ashes. Out of 
some sixty odd brick stores iu the city, 
forty-nine, I think, were consumed. On 
the line of march, you were scarcely out of 
sight of some indication of its terrible con- 
sequences. Indeed, after three weeks had 
elapsed, it was with difficulty you could 
travel the road from Plantersville to that 
city, BO offensive was the atmosphere in 
consequeuco of decaying horses aud mules 
that lay along the road side. Every dosci ip- 
tion of ruin, except the interred dead of tho 
human laniily, met the eye. I wilncsscd it 
myscll. The fact is that no description can 
equal the reality. When the Federal forces 
left the little town — which is built on a 
bluff on the Alabama river — they crossed on 
a pontoon bridge and commenced in the 
night to cross, and their way was lighted 
by burning warehouses standing on tho 
sliorc. 

C5$“Why should a stoppage of the Crotou 
in New York not iiicoiimiode the resi- 
dents?. Because there are “.waterfalls” in 
nearly every house. — [N. Y. Express. 



JOHN C. NACTS. 



WM. C. BEAMEB. 



N.VUTS k REA.MER, 

IRONMERCHANTS 

No. 247 West Main Street, 

BETWEEN SIXTH AND SEVENTH, 
Opposite the Louisville Hotel, 

LOUISVILLE, KY., 

t^yilOI.E.SALE DEALERS IN' 

Iron-, 

steel, 

nivets, 

..^^Eiles, 

Sl^rlnss, 

BLAUKS.VI ITUS’ TOOLS, 
CARRIAGE BOLTS, . 

HORSE AM) AIULE SHOES, 
IIORSE-SIIOE NAILS, 
CASTINGS, 

MANILLA CORDAGE, 
OAKUM, 

NUTS AND WASHERS, 

PLOW PLATES AND HANDLES. 



